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Wednesday
Nov. 26, 2008 - 6:00

Sapperton
Pensioners' Hall

318 Keary St.,
New Westminster

AGENDA
Pot Luck Dinner - See details above
Mini lathes set up to allow people to teach someone else's spouse to turn
President's Challenge - 'Christmas'
Instant Gallery of your best piece or two
Auction - Details page 3
Social Time - Remember, 'a new friend is someone you haven’t met yet'

NEXT MEETING

POT LUCK
DINNER & SOCIAL

Gregg Parsons is is the organizer for this event

Contact Greg at dgparsons@shaw.ca, or 604-542-9066, to 
let him know how many are coming in your party, and 
what dish you are bringing

Regular Meeting Starting at 6:00 1/2 hr. earlier than usual
Spouses, and significant others, are encouraged to attend.

There is lots of room for more dishes in the categories of
Main Course (hot or cold), Appetizers, Salads, or Desserts

Bring enough for six people

To help keep plastic etc., out of the landfill, please bring 
your own dishes and cutlery. Make sure that your name is 
on any serving dish and serving utensils that you bring

THERE WILL BE PRIZES FOR THE 
VARIOUS ACTIVITIES BEING HELD
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STAN CLARKE RECOGNIZED BY ARTS COUNCIL

Recipient of Civic Treasure Award

Stan with Surrey Mayor Dianne Watts

Surrey photos
Congratulations from RCMP

On September 11, 2008, the City of Surrey 
recognized Stan as one of the inaugural recipients 
of the Civic Treasure awards. The ceremony was 
held at the Business and the Arts reception at the 
Surrey Arts Centre in Surrey.
The purpose of the Civic Treasure award is to 
honour the recipients’ contributions to the cultural 
sector of Surrey. Stan was recognized for 
advancing cultural development, being a positive 
role model for emerging cultural leaders in the 
community, and helping to generate a greater 
awareness, interest and support for arts and 
culture in Surrey. 
This profile of Stan was printed in the October 
newsletter of The Arts Council’s. 
In artistic terms, Stan Clarke was first a painter, 
then a potter, glass blower and, for the past two 
decades, a noted wood-turner.
He is a co-founder of the Potters Guild of BC and 
also Greenbarn Potters Supplies, which was 
established in 1971 and continues to operate in 
the Port Kells area of Surrey. These two 
organizations were among the first to support the 
ceramic art practice in the Lower Mainland. 
Clarke was instrumental in establishing a 
ceramics program in the Department of 
Education at UBC where he encouraged arts 
students and emerging artists.
More recently, Clarke became a proficient wood 
turner and has worked to build woodturners guilds 
in the Fraser Valley and Greater Vancouver.
In "retirement", he continued to work in local 
schools, repairing and performing maintenance 
on kilns and other equipment used in the creation 
of ceramic art.
In 2008, at age 94, Clarke is still exhibiting his 
work, most recently at the Amelia Douglas 
Gallery at Douglas College in New Westminster.
This is a well deserved honour for a great 
woodturner, and artist. 

Thanks to Anne Rostvig for letting me know 
about Stan's award

Congratulations, Stan, from all of 
your fellow GVWG colleagues

The editor
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Well, we are definitely in the run up to the holiday 
season now. As I type this, I am standing in my 

booth at the Circle Craft Christmas Market, smiling at 
people who wander by and explaining how French rolling 
pins work. Of course, there is a lot of time just standing 
around, during which I try to figure out what sells, and 
why. In particular, I stare across the aisle at a jewellery 
makers' booth. She always has about 8 women clustered 
around, and each one of them walks away with a little bag. 
Maybe by the end of the show I will have it figured out. 
Of course, if I do, doubtless things will have changed by 
next year.
In the lead up to this, I also noticed that the seasonal 'craft 
market' signs have been appearing on telephone poles in 
greater Vancouver. Many of you probably sell at those too. 
Even if you do not sell at a craft market, you are probably 
making something to give to somebody this season. If you 
do, remember that 'good enough, isn't' and spend a little 
extra time on the piece. Spend a little longer fairing the 
curve and sanding it to a higher grit than you normally 
would. Even if the recipient would not know the 
difference, you will. There is nothing more embarrassing 
than seeing your own substandard work gracing the pride 

President Column:- Kerry Deane-Cloutier
of place space on somebody's shelf. As the years go by, you 
will come to hate that piece - and if your experience is 
anything like mine, the recipient will still love it, and will 
resist any suggestion that you burn that one and replace it 
with something nicer.
Other items you might be turning this season are tree 
ornaments or table decorations - perhaps snowmen or 
Marco's skew-turned Christmas trees. Remember that the 
President's Challenge this month is 'Christmas' and bring 
something in. Consider it multi-tasking.
Remember that the November meeting is our potluck and 
auction night. Bring your spouse, your favourite dish, and 
to keep the night green, your plates and cutlery. If you have 
not already, bring in a coffee mug to leave with our coffee 
chief. He will keep it clean, and we can reduce stuff going 
into the landfill. 
For the instant gallery, bring in your best work - one or two 
of the best turnings you have ever done, and did not sell or 
give away. I would like the non-turning spouses to be able 
to see the best our Guild can produce - maybe that will help 
them understand this strange obsession of ours.
If you had not previously put your name down for the 
potluck, please do. Call Gregg Parsons. I look forward to 
seeing you all.

Over the past year or so we have amassed a large number of items that have been turned during 
demonstrations at our Guild and at the 2007 Symposium. The time has come to take them out, dust them
and auction them. 
Note the careful timing, just before Christmas, a time when people are wondering what to buy you as a gift.

We do have a lot of good stuff. You will see some photographs in the newsletter, so keep your eyes out for 
the following – a mere sampling to whet your appetite: 

This year the proceeds of the auction will go to a good cause, specifically Phil Brennion. Many of the long-
time members of the Guild will remember Phil from when he visited us. Phil was a mainstay of the AAW, 
but has suffered from terrible health problems, requiring numerous surgeries. A lack of health insurance 
has lead to severe financial suffering. It is an object lesson that few Canadians need as to the value of a 
universal health insurance scheme. I hope that you will open your wallets along with your hearts, and bid 
up these items for this cause.

The Great Not-Really GVWG
Annual Auction of Demonstrator Pieces

• A David Nittman tool handle
• Various items from Eli Avisera – a candle stick, 

human-figure pens, and chatter-work pieces
• A Bill Smith barley twist goblet
• An Alan Leyland Christmas ornament, 
• A Binh Pho kimono practice board
• A Dale Larsen bowl

• A Clay Foster two part hollow form, 
• An Andre Martel natural edge bowl, 
• And not surprisingly (given how prolific a turner 

he is), a whack of stuff from Nick Cook - a 
garden dibble, honey dipper, snowman tree 
ornament, a spurtle, spinning tops, wine 
stoppers, a pepper mill, a box and a plate.
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GVWG MEMBER DAVID SWEET

Professor Awarded the Order of Canada
Professor David Sweet, D.M.D., Ph. D., D.A.B.F.O. is 
Awarded the Order of Canada

By Myrna Berera

Our very own David Sweet has been appointed to 
the Order of Canada, the highest honour awarded 
to Canadian citizens for a lifetime of outstanding 
achievement, dedication and service to Canada. 
David has been chosen for his leadership in 
forensic odontology, and his contributions as a 
teacher, researcher and consultant. David single-
handedly conceptualized, developed and tested a 
revolutionary way of deriving DNA from skeletal 
remains to help solve old cold cases.
Dr. Sweet also developed the "double-swab" 
techniques of DNA recovery from saliva stains on 
human bite marks. As well, David developed a 
"hollow-volume" computer assisted tracing 
technique to compare visual bite marks. He is the 
founder of the Bureau of Legal Dentistry (BOLD) 
known around the world for forensic odontology 
research, training, casework and pioneering 
techniques. He also trains law officers, lawyers and 
judges.
He founded the B C Forensic Odontology Response 
Team which handles mass disasters. He works with 
the RCMP and coroners to securely transfer 
evidence to his lab at UBC. He has been appointed 

to the Red Cross Committee in Geneva to develop a 
protocol for investigations into war crimes.
He is the only Canadian ever appointed Chief 
Scientific Officer for Interpol. He also works with 
the Red Cross to provide answers for families by 
identifying bodies at mass fatality sites such as 
Bosnia, Croatia, Rwanda, etc.
He assisted in the crash of Flight 93 in Somerset 
County, and with the Tsuanami disaster. Dr. Sweet 
is the only seven time recipient of the UBC Faculty 
of Dentistry award for meritorious service. 
Who of us who sit next to humble, sweet, 
unassuming Dave the Woodturner, could have 
imagined what Dr. Sweet has achieved in so many 
fields in his short lifetime up to now.

Our most hearty congratulations David
on receiving the Order of Canada

Marco photo
David in his shop occupying some spare time

 Auction Items
Bidding Starts Wed. Nov. 26 

Bill Smith
Barley Twist GobletEli Avisera Chattering

David Nittman Multi-axis Tool Handle
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By Jim Johnson
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to 
demonstrate turning my bird house ornament to you 
all. 
Since that it was my first demo the nerve meter was 
running quite high at the start. That’s why I seemed 
to having forgotten to show that you were supposed 
to hollow out the bird house (oops). The idea of the 
Bird House came from Eugen Schlaak, a fellow 
woodturner in Niagara Falls, Ontario.

Thanks to your support
I managed to get through the demo and I 
would highly recommend to you all to consider 
doing a demo for the club.

'It really wasn’t that bad'

I chose this project for two reasons. First to show you 
how to turn this little bird house and second to show 
you something different. All the while using common 
tools and simple techniques the result is a unique 
project. It’s a very simple project that you can spice 
up with all sorts of details. You can add your personal 
touch with finishing techniques such as textures and 
colours. This would make a great Christmas 
ornament.
The wood required is of your choice, but you will 
need two pieces of hard wood that are 4 inches long 
and 2-3 inches wide. For the perch a scrap about 3/4 
inch square and 4 inches long.
The tools required are a roughing gouge, spindle 
gouge, parting tool, drill chuck, 1 inch Forstner bit, 
1/2 inch drill bit, a 1/8 inch drill bit and a set of 

calipers. You will also need two different chucks for 
the later; one to hold the two large pieces of wood, 
and pin jaws to hold the small piece needed to make 
the perch.
Below are my general instructions.
Refer to the website for more details
http://www.woodturningonline.com/Turning/
Turning_content/Bird%20House.pdf
I found this project at the Wood Turning On Line web 

OCTOBER MAIN EVENT:- JIM JOHNSON

Turned Bird House Ornament

Marco photo
Jim with finished bird house

• Put one piece into chuck and round
• Drill 1in hole 1 1/2 in. deep 
• Support hole with one way live center 
• Create a spigot 1/8 in. from end to hold hat 
• Drill 1in hole 3in from end and 1/8in hole for 

the perch at 1 3/8 in. below the end
• Shape the body as you desire round is 

appealing 
• Hollow out inside to required thickness 
• Change chucks to pin jaws and reverse the 

body to finish the bottom off, be careful not 
to split the body 

• Finish sanding and finish body completely 
• Take pin jaws off and reinstall Stronghold 

with #2 jaws
• Place 2nd piece of wood in jaws and turn 

round 
• Cut hole for the spigot of body to fit into 
• Support tail and shape the hat 
• Wizard style is nice; remove chuck and 

reinstall pin jaws to hold hat and finish top

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
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Merv Photo 

3 Lathes manned and running throughtout the show

site. It can be found under ornament. There are step by step 
instructions with pictures.
I liked the project and used the basic idea to make my own 
version. I adapted it to use with the jaws that I have and the 
materials that were available in my shop. On the website they 
showed using wood that was damaged and had figures. I went 
with clean wood that would lend itself better to adding texture 
with the skews and burning tools. I also experimented with 
various stains and colour combinations and I excluded the 
artificial bird on the perch. I have my collection of bird houses 
displayed on a curly willow branch that I have hung from the 
ceiling upside down. I used raffia to attach the housed to the 
branches. The effect is very whimsical. 
This is a great little project that I am sure many of you will 
enjoy doing as much as I have. Thank you for the opportunity 
to share it with you at the October meeting. See you in 
November.

OCTOBER MAIN EVENT:- JIM JOHNSON

Turned Bird House Ornament

Marco photo
Jim's collection

of indoor bird houses

By Merv Graham
Once again the wood show demonstration booth was 
a great success. This year the fun was enhanced by 
the collaboration of the Fraser Valley wood turners 
with the Greater Vancouver Woodturners.
We were able to man three lathes and kept them 
running steadily throughout the show. It was very 
enjoyable to meet the members of the Fraser Valley 
guild and get to know them and see their work. The 
tables were burdened with a very large number of 
samples of turning from both guilds for the audience 
to see and admire.
I personally enjoyed meeting the many spectators 
who dropped by to hear what we have to say and get 
interested in turning. My only problem was the fact 
that I didn’t get a chance to play on the lathes as 
there was a line up to take turns and show off. This 
led me to the Bow Valley’s booth, their lathe and a 
chance to take the big VB for a spin and rough out a 
big number on it. I was great to have them 
encouraging turners to take it for a ride.
The weekend was great a success as we had a fairly 
steady stream of visitors who stopped and stayed to 
talk and watch.

It is through such events that we become known in 
the community and recruit new members. This 
seems to have been a success as three prospective 
members came to our October GVWG meeting to see 
what happens there.
Our thanks to Island Woodcraft for supplying the 
OneWay 1640 for us to use; I am sure it was a treat 
to work on such a machine. I would like to personally 
thank the 30 people who gave up part of their 
weekend to come out and support their guilds.

A GREAT COLLABORATION

Abbotsford Tradex Woodshow
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NOVEMBER DEMO:- JOHANNES MICHELSEN

The Hat Man
By Allan Cusworth
On Saturday morning November 1, 2008 a large 
group of enthusiastic turners came to the Evergreen 
Cultural Centre in Coquitlam to se how Johannes 
Michelsen makes a hat out of wood. Ron Kredba was 
the lucky person whose name was drawn to win the 
hat that Johannes would be making.
Johannes gave us some history about himself and 
how he got started making hats. It has since turned 
into a passion that has carried him around the world 
many times teaching countless turners how to make 
hats out of a wooden block. His hats are not heavy. 
They generally weigh 8 - 10 oz. (less that a felt hat). 
Also, a hat sizer is placed in the front so they won’t 
hurt your head.
Hats are always turned from green wood so the hat 
will bend and shape to size. Johannes says the 
optimum wood is: “Tree today - Hat tomorrow”.
He used a 7 1/2" x 15” pattern to locate the best 
grain direction in the wood block, and then mounted 
a faceplate dead centre on the surface that will be the 
bottom side of the hat with three 1 1/4" - #8 square 
head screws. 

 Johannes says the optimum wood is
“Tree today - Hat tomorrow”.

After the block is mounted on the lathe, Johannes 
rough shaped the outside of the top of the hat. He left 
a little raised area at the base of the crown near the 
brim for making the hatband later.
Then he reversed the blank and mounted the 
faceplate with six 1 1/2" - #8 screws. He adjusted the 

faceplate so that cracks at the block’s edge could be 
turned away sooner. He trued up the face of the hat 
bottom and rough-shaped the upturn of the brim 
area. He cut a recess for #2 jaws with a gouge. He 
doesn’t use a parting tool because it creates fuzz that 
distorts the clamping of the chuck jaws causing 
distortion that you can’t afford when you are cutting 
at 1/16” thickness. Next he created the upturn in the 
first third of the 4” wide brim.
He reversed the blank on to a chuck leaving the face 
plate attached and used the cone of the live centre 
against the faceplate hole for support the hole. The 

Allan Cusworth Photo
GVWG member Ron Kredba set to try his new hat 
from Johannes Michelsen the 'Hat Man'

By Lance Rossington

We all want to have the 
skills when a new project 
catches our eye; but how 
much time do we spend 
honing skills or 'doing our 
scales' as our childhood 
piano teacher would tell us. Well turning 101 set 
out to change that in October when the 101 
group embarked on SAFETY, SHARPENING, 
AND OTHER SKILLS.
We warmed up with sharpening our roughing 
gouges, and then truing up a blank.
Then it was into coves and beads, then beads and 

coves. Using spindle 
gouges, wide parting 
tools, and skews we first 
got them sharp. Then it 
was practice, practice 
and more practice. At 
days end we felt ready 
for the November 101 

when we would be doing a Christmas item.
In the meantime we each went home with a fresh 
blank to 'do our scales'and bring a cylinder of 
coves and beads to our next meeting.
A big thank you to Jay Mapson who manned the 
sharpening station for most of the day and to 
Lorne Nelson for his timely assistance

TURNING
101
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outside of the top of the hat was then trued up.
He measured Ron’s head with a 32” flex ruler, and 
transferred the measurements pattern, added 5/16” 
to 3/8” to obtain the outside diameter of the hat, and 
5/16” to allow for wood shrinkage. He transferred 
that dimension to the hat crown with a caliper.
He then shaped the brim, starting at the outside 
edge. He used the colour of light shining through the 
brim to indicate thickness, and confirmed all the 
dimensions with calipers.
The 5” crown height was measured and marked. 
Johannes then shaped it with a little swale near the 
top.
He reversed the blank on to the faceplate to hollow 
the inside of the crown. To eliminate all run-out in the 
brim Johannes used good quality masking tape to 
shim up the faceplate. The brim was finish cut to 1/
16” thick measuring with light and calipers. He 
removed the centre of the crown with a coring tool. 
This centre core was saved for making a Mini hat 
later. He hollowed the crown area to 1/16” thick and 
sanded the bottom of the brim and inside of the 
crown using an angle drill and 5” sanding discs. He 
alternated the lathe direction with each grit change. 
He used 100 through 220 grit sandpaper. He 
removed the hat from the lathe and set it on the floor 
to remove the faceplate. The lathe bed will put blue 
stain marks on the wet wood. 

There are 125 instructional pictures 
on this hat making process on 
Johannes Michelsen's web site:-

http://www.woodhat.com

Johannes has created a re-chucking drum that he 
placed in the hat crown to remount the hat on the 
lathe. He used a lighting device installed through the 
tailstock with a bulb mounted inside the hat. This 
light indicated the thickness of the hat while he 
finished shaping the crown. He used the tailstock for 
support while shaping the outside of the crown of the 
hat.
He power and hand sanded the rest of the hat very 
lightly. When working on the brim he always worked 

NOVEMBER DEMO:- JOHANNES MICHELSEN

The Hat Man

Johannes’ presentation was very unique, very informative and entertaining
It was a really enjoyable day, and those who may not want to turn a hat

sure learned a lot bout how to turn thin green wood

Light is used to measure the thickness of the wood

Two finished hats are shown

from the outside edge to prevent damage.
Johannes coloured the hat band at the base of the 
crown by lightly burnishing that area with pieces of 
Ebony and Rosewood with a newly sanded curved 
edge. The burnishing pieces are 1” wide x 1/8” thick 
so they have some spring in them.
To finish the hat, it requires bending and shaping. He 
placed the hat, crown down, into his bending jig with 
the grain direction from front to back. He tightened 
the side of the jig to compress the crown to an oval 
shape while measuring the width to match Ron’s 
head dimensions taken earlier. The brim is shaped by 
stretching rubber bands over the brim, crossing them 
underneath the jig and fastening them to the jig legs. 
This bending process takes time and has to be 
adjusted on a regular basis until the hat is completely 
dry.
After the hat has dried, Johannes like to use MinWax 
Wipe-on Poly finish for good weatherablilty.
Johannes’ presentation was very unique, very 
informative and entertaining. It was a really enjoyable 
day, and those who may not want to turn a hat sure 
learned a lot bout how to turn thin green wood. 

Marco Photos
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Marco photo

Ross examining and critiqueing his own work

continued on page 10

By Allan Cusworth

Ross started his demonstration by giving credit to the 
master woodturners who have pioneered the art of 
segmented turning. These Masters are Ray Allen, 
Bud Latven, William Smith, Curt Theobold, Malcolm 
Tibbets, and others. Ross realizes that you need to 
learn your craft by doing what the successful people 
are doing and not making the mistakes they already 
have. He advised us that he was going to give us an 
overview of the process he uses rather than make a 
segmented vessel.
Ross defined segmented turning as a return to his 
childhood when he used glue to hold little blocks 
together! The size, shape, pattern and colour of the 
little blocks determine the pattern design of the 
finished piece.
The general steps he uses start with creating a 
turning block from different species of wood, selected 
for their colour or grain pattern. The wood has to be 
dry, as shrinkage of wet wood is not acceptable. It is 
first cut into pie shaped segments, individually 
sanded to size & angle and glued together to form the 
horizontal rings. The natural grain is book-matched 
around the circumference. The rings are then stacked 
like the layers of a sandwich and glued to form the 
turning block from which the piece is turned to 
shape. The colour therefore goes completely through 

the walls to result in the same pattern on the inside 
as is the outside.
Since each project involves such a large investment 
of time and effort, each one must start with a plan. 
Then you build the project according to that plan. 
The size of the segments needs to be calculated in 

OCTOBER DEMONSTRATOR:- ROSS PILGRIM

Closed Segmented Turning Overview

A Sampling of Items to be Auctioned

Binh Pho - 
Kimono Practice Board

Eli Avisera - 
Chattering 
Demo

Alan Leyland - 
Xmas Ornament

Hollowed
Mushrooms

Eli
Avisera
Candel
Holder
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order cut them correctly. The AAW journal, 
American Woodturner Spring 2006 Vol. 21 #1 page 
58 has a Segmented Edge Length Estimation Table. 
Using this or another table takes the guess work out 
of making sure the segment details are correct.
Ross described the blank layout for cutting the 
blocks. He goes to great lengths to eliminate end 
grain. The blocks can be laid out with an alternating 
(random grain), or a sequential (matched grain) 
configuration. Sequential cutting takes slightly more 
wood but results in a more pleasing finished product 
because the grain line follows the same line around 
the piece.

Each finished turning requires a 
considerable amount of time investment, 
compared to turning a solid blank.

He described the way he uses his miter saw with a 
zero clearance fence and cutting jigs to get a close 
tolerance on his angle cuts. Hold the block firmly in 
place with clamping jig is a must. He numbers each 
block as it is cut so they stay in cut order and always 
cuts an extra block, or two, just in case. His disc 
sander and sanding sled fence are set up 100% 
accurately to 90 degrees to the disc. His sled base 
has 1/32” clearance and slots to clear away the dust 
from the disc’s surface. He has a series of set-up 
blocks and jigs that he uses to make sure his cuts 
are extremely accurate.
He assembles the blocks into a ring clamp (high 
torque gear clamp available for NAPA in the US) and 
cleans the hairy edges off the assembly. The next 
step is to check for gaps with a back-light source, 
adjust the line up. The blocks are then placed on 
blue masking tape and glue is applied to create two 
half-rings. A spacer is placed between the two halves 
and they are torqued back into the ring clamp. 
Excess glue is removed and the ring is placed in a 
press to make sure it stays flat. After dry, the half-

OCTOBER DEMONSTRATOR:- ROSS PILGRIM

Closed Segmented Turning

Ross's
Ring clamp

Marco photos

Sample of Ross's Segmented Turnings

rings are trued up and glued into a full ring using the 
torque ring and flat press. After dry, the rings are 
placed on the lathe and the surface is finished with 
an 80 grit sanding board.
The rings are assembled together on the lathe by 
marking and lining up the block joints as desired, 
glued and pressed into place with the tailstock.
Ross told us that Veneer rings and other decorative 
touches like the addition of feature blocks and other 
pattern fills can be added as you gain experience in 
segmented turning.
Now comes the easy part; turning the shape of the 
final piece. As with all turning, sharp tools are a 
must. Side grain tearout is minimal to zero by design, 
but it is essential to use good tool control skills since 
bad tool skills will really show up in the finished 
piece.
To conclude his very informative discussion, Ross 
recommended many different books on the subject of 
closed segmented turning. There are a number of 
books on this in the GVWG library. 

Many thanks to Ross for the time and effort he spent 
preparing and delivering a well organized and 
informative presentation.
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By Dennis Cloutier

Malcolm produces segmented work that is out of 
this world. His most recent work has included 
mobius ribbons that are assembled from bowl 
sections that are turned and then glued together. 
This technique produces shapes which look like 
they couldn’t possibly have come from a lathe.
His work is stunning, and his website 
www.tahoeturner.com is definitely worth a visit. 
Malcolm is also the author of “The Art of 
Segmented Woodturning”.
Malcolm will be doing an all day demo on Saturday, 
February 14 at the Sapperton hall, and a hands on 
class on Sunday the 15th at Island Woodcraft.
Segmenting techniques are not limited to producing 
completely segmented pieces. The same 
techniques are used for accent rings on solid 
vessels, and segmenting can also be used for small 
items such as pens. If you have any interest in the 
world of segmenting, then this is your best chance 
to learn.

Contact Bruce Campbell
if you would like to sign up for the class.

FEBRUARY 14 & 15, 2009

Malcolm Tibbetts demo & hands on class

SATURDAY JANUARY 10

Donald Derry Demonstration and Class
By Dennis Cloutier

Donald Derry will be here to give us a demonstration 
on Saturday, January 10 and a hands on class on 
Sunday the 11th, and possibly on Monday the 12th 
as well.
Donald has been a woodworker for 35 years and has 
made everything from fine furniture and cabinetry to 
rock and roll guitars. He has been turning wood for a 
living since 1993. Don’s early woodturning career 
was on the craft show circuit. One of his main lines 
was Christmas ornaments, which are after all small 
hollow forms with finials. Donald is now renowned 
for thin hollow vessels with spectacular finishes. His 
website at www.donaldderry.com is worth a look.
Donald offers three different classes, so we will have 
to choose which one we want him to put on for us. 
This will be decided by a vote at the November 
meeting, so make sure you are there if you’re 
interested.

Above
green-and-orange

Right
Standing Ready

 Donald Derrycontinued on page  12

Galactic Journey Celebration

Rocky
Road

Ahead

Phone
604-944-3028

or Email
bvcampbell@telus.net

Page 11
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SATURDAY JANUARY 10

Donald Derry Demo and Classes

The plan right now is to run one of these classes as a one day class on Sunday, 
but we could run a two day class instead, or we could run two one day classes if 
there is enough interest.

Romancing the Curve
This is a one or two day class that will take the mystery out of creating forms.  We 
will learn a building block approach that will help us understand good form. The 
students start by turning basic shapes and then discussing how they can be 
combined into more complex shapes. Don put this class on last time he was here 
and everyone I’ve discussed it with raves about it.

Hollowing
This class will cover hollowing using reverse rotation of the lathe. Students will 
turn one or two small hollow forms using both wire calipers and lasers to measure 
thickness.

Ornaments
When Donald was on the craft show circuit, Christmas ornaments were one of his 
mainstays, so he has turned a whole whack of them and he knows how to do 
them with incredible speed. Donald’s ornaments have a thin hollow globe with 
delicate finials and icicles on top and bottom. This can be made into a two day 
class in which the second day covers making rustic bird house ornaments.

The Classes Don Is Offering Are

Don is an engaging and entertaining presenter, and an excellent 
woodturner. Don’t miss his demo. November is the last meeting before 
Don is here, so come ready to commit to a class.

Imagemain
 Donald Derry

What is the President’s Challenge?
By: the Editor
It has been suggested that some new members may not know what the President’s Challenge is all 
about. Here is some information to let everyone know what it is so all members can feel 
comfortable participating.
Each month the President of the GVWG, or her delegate, issues a turning challenge to all members 
of the guild. The subject can be anything that will provide a chance for us to turn an item that can
be displayed with creations from members. In October the subject was “contrast”; in January it is; 
“turn a segmented piece” (from Ross Pilgrim’s October demo). An example could be; “gone batty!” 
someone may make a baseball bat, while some one else may make something “crazy”, as in being 
“batty”. Get the idea?  All you have to do is come up with an idea that you think relates to the 
subject, turn it, bring it in to the meeting and you could win the prize draw.
The President’s Challenge stimulates the creative juices of all members. It is not a competition, just 
a lot of fun making something that is focused on a common subject. Give it a turn!

See Page 15 for more information and photos from October's Presidents Challange

PRESIDENTS CHALLENGE

Page 12
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Peter McLaren
Apple Branch - Bees Wax

Keith Hudson
Cherry - Hut Crysta Coat 

Keith Hudson
Black Locust - Hut Crysta Coat

Mitchell Visser
Cocoabola - Cyano & Boiled Linseed

Des Wilson
Plum - Sealer & Wax

Bill Fowle
Maple & Walnut - Shellawax

Allan Cusworth
Wipe On Poly

Mike (Ace) Dawson - Cedar - Wax 
- Pyrography by Doug Schop

Bruce Campbell - Apple, Paint, 
Crystals  & Bees Wax

Al Koehn
Spalted Maple Burl - Oil

Ernie Hooge
Spalted Birch - Wax
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Ken Booth
Walnut & Maple - Walnut Oil.

Darryll Kettles
Maple - Clearcoat

Al Koehn
Birch Burl - Scald Oil

Mike (Ace) Dawson
& Michelle Gendron

K. Hudson
Black Lotus - Hut Crystal Coat

K. Hudson
Hut Crystal Coat

Al Koehn
Yew - Oil

Mitchell Visser - Maple & Ebony - 
Bees Wax & Mineral Oil

Bruce Campbell - White Oak - 
Renasance Wax & Gesso

Jay Mapson
Arbutus - Oil

Murray Stewart
Juniper - Lacquer
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K. Hudson - 5.5in x 7in - Teak & 
Horse Chesnut

President’s Challenge For January 2009
Construct and turn
a ‘simple’ layered or segmented bowl
By: Ross Pilgrim

• Minimum 3 layers (plus veneers if included)
• Maximum 6” dia by 3” high
• Incorporate multiple woods
• One piece per person in draw

A layered bowl is made by stacking and gluing 3 or more 
3”x3” to 6”x6” blocks of material into a turning blank and 
turning to shape. Grain should all be in same direction. For 
more details and ideas see American Woodturner - winter 
2005 (Vol 20 #4 page 14)

Draw for a significant prize if we get at least 25 entrants
There will be a draw prize no matter how many entries we get

Ed Pretty - 7in x 2in - Yellow Cedar 
- Leather Dye &  Wipe On Poly

Before & After - Peter McLaren - 
7in - Dogwood - Clapham’s Buffed

Doug Schop - Laburnum & 
Cucamonga - Tung Oil & Poly, Wax

Saturns - Marco Berera
Maple, Mahogany 

Tops - Marco Berera
8.5in vs. 0.25in

Marco Berera
11in. Long - Mahogany

Kerry Deane-Cloutier - 6in x 6in - 
Ash - Sandblasted & Burned

PRESIDENTS CHALLENGE
All Pieces were turned for the October 'President's Challenge"
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GVWG Officers,
Appointees
and Volunteers

PRESIDENT
Kerry Deane-Cloutier 604-468-0605

VICE PRESIDENT
Larry Stevenson 604-438-3947

SECRETARY
Claudia Hayward 604-462-7597

TREASURER
Merv Graham 604-272-3525

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Jim Johnson 604-937-3275
Peter McLaren 604-533-1939
Steve Hansen 604-585-0638
Gregg Parsons 604-542-9066
Allan Cusworth 604-534-6223
Georges Leroux 604-541-4710

LIBRARY ACQUISITIONS ADVISOR
Don Hoskins 604-939-6808

EDUCATIONAL COORDINATORS
Marco Berera 604-274-7594
Steve Hansen 604-585-0638
Larry Stevenson 604-438-3947

LIBRARIAN
Jerry Vickers 604-463-0760

FOOD CHIEF
Lance Rossington 604-462-9985

FOF COORDINATOR
Clayton MacGregor 604-430-5075

TURNING 101
Gerry Vickers 604-463-0760

NEWSLETTER
Barry Wilkinson 604-536-6870
Allan Cusworth 604-534-6223
acusworth@telus.net

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY
Georgette McLaren 604-533-1939
John Weir 604-524-5831

WEBMASTER
Ivan Cvekic 604-275-8459

ROUGHED OUT BOWLS Large assortment to 
choose 10” Diameter in Maple, English Walnut, 
Acacia, Plum, Box Elder and Apple. All are dry & 
ready for final turning.

$1.00 per inch diameter.
Contact Colin at 604-576-1172
or cdelory@telus.net.

ONE OLD HOMECRAFT LATHE, a Beaver 
handyman model, all working but not new 
technology.

FREE
Contact Lance Rossington at 604 462 9985
or lancer1@shaw.ca

Classifieds For Sale

GVWG
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Wood Announcement
The Vancouver Parks Board gives away wood from 
cut down trees. There is a survey on the website 
gauging the interest in using wood for building and 
crafts.

http://vancouver.ca/parks/trees/index.htm
Lew Pocock - LEWIS & ASSOCIATES

"We are in business to help your business succeed"
Toll Free: (voice) 866-838-4932 (fax) 866-838-4933
E-mail: lewis&associates@telus.net

Food Announcements from Lance Rossington
• Please check the food providers list in the 
Newsletter each month to see when you are 
scheduled to bring goodies. (Not required for Nov 
meeting, of course.)
• We are getting a good response with members 
bringing their own cups. Please bring yours, and any 
extras you have so that we can be Styrofoam free. We 
want to be part of the Green Movement. We will label 
it, wash it, and have it ready for the next meeting.

Thanks for the Help
Thanks to David Wagner, Steve Kent, and Ron Kredba 
for helping me transport the lath the other equipment 
from the meeting hall to the Evergreen Cultural 
Center for the Johannes Michelsen demonstration 

- Jim Johnson


