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Summer is here!  As I write this the summer solstice is just a few days away, just shy of a week before 

our June meeting.  The main event at our June meeting will be a demonstration by Gary Burns on 

“Hardening soft and spalted woods with cactus juice so you have wood that can be turned easily 

and maintain the figure you want!”  This will also be our last meeting of the season before we break 

for the summer.    

Well, not really the whole summer.  Our big summer BBQ bash and GVWG’s 20th Anniversary cele-

bration will be taking place at Dan Breck’s garden estate on the weekend of August 10th.  This is not 

an event to be missed.  Lots more information about this event will be forthcoming.  

I was fortunate to be able to spend time at the Richmond Woodcarving Show at the end of May, ad-

miring all of the amazing, lifelike carvings and chatting with the carvers.  This year the show was 

opening up the field for woodturnings.  There weren’t a lot of turnings at the show but those that 

were there did garner a lot of interest from the visitors.  I think there was a Marco category because 

he appeared to have his own section!  It was good to see him again and I pestered him to start coming 

to meetings again to which he agreed.   

I was also especially fortunate to be able to attend and say a few words at the opening of the GVWG’s 

The Art of Wood exhibit at the Port Moody Arts Centre where 22 of our members have work on ex-

hibit.  I was absolutely blown away by the pieces submitted by our members.  Many of them I’d ad-

mired before on our Instant Gallery tables but many more were new to me and really opened my eyes 

to the amazing talent we have within our club.  If you haven’t already done so, do yourself a favour 

and please check out the exhibit.  It runs until July 11.  By the way, Larry was there, too.  I think a few 

of you may be getting a tap on the shoulder… 

Since we have 3 months before our next meeting, the President’s Challenge for September will be, 

“What I Learned This Summer”.  Challenge yourself to learn a brand-new skill or technique this sum-

mer and develop it into a turning for the September meeting. 

Have a great summer everyone! 

 

 

President’s Challenge: 

 June – Burned 

 September – What I Learned This Summer 
 

By Steve Fairbairn  

President's Column  

Front Cover: 

Bryan Lunt – Forward Motion 

Steve 

https://www.pomoarts.ca/gallery/exhibitions/185-gallery/1015-june-july-2019-exhibitions
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By Steve Hansen 

Teach Your Chuck  A New Trick  

A couple of things arose from my last demo that I’d 

like to expound upon.  First the jaws.  I showed you 

a set of sharpened jaws from my 4-jaw scroll chuck. 

 In my opinion, for holding the harder timbers, the 

grip will be improved if the serrations on the jaws 

are sharp. In my case that is a Oneway Stronghold 

and the jaws are rather blunt as delivered. I believe 

sharpening them will allow the chuck to bite deeper 

into the fibers of harder timbers and therefore pro-

vide a more secure grip. Think cocobolo, the 

“ironwoods”, and others that are approaching 2000 

pounds-force on the Janka scale. Check it out: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Janka_hardness_test . Should you be inclined to 

sharpen a set of your jaws you need a very fine file 

that matches the valley of your serrations. In my 

case a triangle profile of 120 degrees did the trick. 

You also need to file each serration equally and on 

all 4 jaws otherwise you run the risk of runout and/

or degrading your grip. My file is from a hobbyist 

set of a dozen mini files. I imagine places like 

Michaels, Lee Valley, Princess Auto, etc. would car-

ry them. 

I also demonstrated using the 4-jaw chuck with on-

ly two jaws employed  . . . 

so that odd-shaped or odd-oriented blanks could be 

gripped 

and the other two jaws 

would otherwise be su-

perfluous or get in the 

way. For this applica-

tion, tower jaws will be 

needed.  I added an 

auxiliary gripper, an 

adjustable dog if you 

like into the middle of the jaws. Here’s the scoop. 

The geometry of the inside of the jaws is cylindri-

cal.  Because of this, depending on the shape of the 

held blank, it might only be holding on two corners 

of each jaw. The dog functions as a third contact 

and gripping point to reduce the risk of the blank 

deflecting.  This works particularly well for triangu-

lar shapes.  The dog is made from a fine screw that 

is fed through a drilled and tapped hole into the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Janka_hardness_test
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Janka_hardness_test
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jaw. It is located roughly middle/centre of the jaw 

as shown in the picture below.  

Naturally the opposite jaw will have a complimen-

tary dog. This setup will allow you to turn dimen-

sional stock of just about any shape.  Warning! Be-

cause of the unconventional gripping orientations 

that are possible and the reduced holding power of 

two less jaws I suggest turning small pieces of less 

than 4 inches across. On the creative side, there are 

plenty of interesting shapes and figures that can be 

derived.   

On another note, I power-hone many of my chisels. 

I didn’t mention this during the demo, but one 

keen-eyed member noticed the nice shine on my 

3/8 bowl gouge. I am currently using a seven inch 

neoprene wheel impregnated with fine abrasive 

which is mounted on a half speed grinder which is 

running in reverse – a must for a honing 

wheel!  I’ve had it a long time and wonder why 

they are not more widely available. They do a mar-

velous job of attaining a very sharp edge.  Other 

than running the wheel in reverse for safety, the 

honing is done using the same methods and imple-

ments as for grinding. 

Steve 

By Bruce Campbell  

The Art of Wood - Guild Show at Port 

Moody Art Center  

Twenty two Guild members collaborated to assem-

ble over a hundred pieces for our second group 

exhibition at the Port Moody Arts Center.  The 

opening of the show on June 6th was well attended 

with most of the artists their along with friend and 

family and lots of the art-appreciating members of 

the community. 

A special thanks to Des Wilson and Ed Pretty for 

their coordination efforts and Phil and Dan for 

their wonderfully innovative display stands. 

Janice Cotter – PMAC Gallery Manager and her 

staff and volunteers did an outstanding job of set-

ting up the show and I have had LOTS of feedback 

for people who have seen the show that are simply 

amazed by what they saw. 

The show is on until July 11th and I encourage eve-

ryone to make the trip to Port Moody to see the 

show.  
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At the May Club Meeting Jay and Lin pulled me 

aside and asked me how I would like my bowl 

oriented before they took photographed it for 

the newsletter.  I thoughtlessly said, “It doesn’t 

matter.”  But the next day I realized that it does 

matter.  The fact that Jay and Lin had taken 

the time to make sure that the photo would pre-

sent the best image of the piece should have 

been met with more consideration by me.  Eve-

ry month Jay, Lin and others spend the meet-

ing recording our best efforts.  The work 

doesn’t stop there.  The photos are then 

cropped, catalogued and sent to the Newsletter 

for publication where people from all over the 

world are able to view our creations. 

These reflections got me thinking about all the 

others who contribute to making our meetings 

and our whole woodturning experience so re-

warding.  At the risk of forgetting someone, 

here is a list of others that come to mind. 

 Bruce & Larry who facilitate Tech Talk and 

Focus on Form and Finish.  Bruce not only 

facilitates the forum but also writes up each 

talk for the newsletter; 

 Steve F and the GVWG Board who make all 

the important decisions for the Guild; 

 Steve H our Webmaster who created and 

maintains our face to the world, the GVWG 

website; 

 Bruce and Robert who produce our stellar  

newsletter; 

 Rachel and Peter who manage the Guild 

Library which gives us resources to take 

home and review; 

 Treasurer, Bob, who takes registrations and 

manages the Guild funds; 

 Coffee prep and clean-up is provided by 

John; 

 All who lend a hand with set up and take 

down at each monthly meeting; 

 Phil, our past Focus on Fundamentals coor-

dinator and Dustin, our new one and all 

those who volunteer to present each month; 

 Larry, our Education Coordinator who ar-

ranges the main presenters at each meeting 

and those that prep, practice, present and 

provide those presentations as well as write

-ups for the newsletter; 

 Those who make the effort to say hello to 

visitors and new members at our monthly 

meetings; 

 Camera people who operate the cameras 

and sound to enhance all the presentations; 

 Peter, our Turning 101 Coordinator, and all 

the Instructors and TA’s who facilitate 

workshop series at KMS for our members; 

 Art networks with colleagues around the 

world to bring in world class demonstra-

tors; 

 Brian and Art host and assist visiting de-

monstrators, giving us a reputation which 

makes ‘the best’ want to come; 

 Dennis, our Free Wood Coordinator; 

 Dan, the MailChimp announcements pro-

vider.  Where would we be without those 

reminders? 

 All those who take on special projects like 

the Port Moody Art Centre Exhibit, 

Farmer’s Market Demonstrations, Sourcing 

a new Video System, Lee Valley demonstra-

tion series, etc. 

By Cathy Friesen  

Thank you to All the GVWG Volunteers 
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 Everyone who brings delicious goodies to share 

at the meetings; 

Thank you to everyone who contributes to making 

our Guild an organization that I am proud to be a 

member of, introduce new members and visitors 

to, and tell my family and friends about.   

Your efforts are noticed and appreciated. 

(Editor’s Note: and thanks to Cathy herself for her 

tireless role as our New Member Greeter.) 
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I have recently returned from a five day Master-

class in woodturning with Glen Lucas at his 

woodturning school in Ireland. Glen, who is re-

nowned for his prolific production turning of salad 

bowls, visited us in the Fall where he gave a great 

demonstration and follow up class on his tech-

niques. If you get the AAW’s Keep Turning Online 

Newsletter you will find in the June 2019 edition 

(A Pro’s Guide to a Simple Bowl), a clear descrip-

tion of the techniques he uses to produce a couple 

of thousand bowls per year! 

Glen’s shop is on his family farm a couple of hours 

drive south of Dublin, near the small town of Bor-

ris. This particular class had five participants (two 

Americans, a Dane a Norwegian and myself), so we 

were able to get plenty of individual attention. 

With a schedule running from 9am-5pm each day, 

including an hour lunch break, we covered the 

whole range of topics from wood selection, to tool 

sharpening, to lathe maintenance, but spent most 

of the time turning a 12 inch platter, a Viking bowl 

and some large salad bowls. Each Vicmarc lathe 

station has a complete range of well-maintained 

chucks, faceplates, and other accessories, so the 

turning is very efficient!  

 

Glen is a gifted teacher with infinite patience and a 

wonderful sense of humour, so it was a really en-

joyable and memorable experience to work with 

him over a whole week in beautiful surroundings. 

His wife Cornelia, a gourmet cook with a warm and 

friendly personality, not only produced outstand-

ing lunches and snacks every day, but arranged a 

variety of adventures for accompanying partners 

and evening gatherings in local pubs and restau-

rants. 

All in all, it was truly a memorable experience to 

work with such a gifted turner who clearly enjoys 

teaching others no matter their level of skill. The 

surroundings and companionship of the others 

added icing to the cake. I would recommend this to 

anyone interested in expanding their skill level, 

especially as this year Glen will be replacing his 

facility with an entirely new and expanded set of 

workshops, classrooms and finishing spaces. An 

opportunity not to be missed ! 

 

 

by Des WIlson  

A woodturning Adventure in Ireland 



 

May 23 

Instant Gallery 
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Gary Burns – 

Pepper Mill – 

2.5X10 – Resin 

Impregnated 

Birch – Spray 

Don Gamble – Bowl – 6X3 – Maple 

– Watco Danish Oil – Neck Tie 

Gary Burns – 

Pepper Mill – 

2X5.5 – Resin 

Impregnated 

Maple – Spray 

Allan Cusworth – 

Wedding Goblet – 

2.5X6.5 – AAA 

Maple – Salad Bowl 

Beeswax, Beall 

Guiseppe Centis – Green Man – 

10 – Maple – Beeswax 

Dan Breck – Lidded Box – 

2.5X4 – Walnut – Wax 
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May 23 

Instant Gallery 

Jay Mapson – Bowl – 9.5X2 – 

Maple – WoP 

Guiseppe Centis – 

Hummingbird – 10 – Cedar – 

Guiseppe Centis – Horse – 12 – 

Red Cedar – Danish Tung Oil 

Keith Ruttan – Plate – 10X1.5 – 

Cottonwood – WoP 
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May 23 

Instant Gallery 

Jay Mapson - 

Ornament – 2.5X6.5 – 

Maple Burl, 

Sycamore, Padauk – 

Keith Ruttan – Bowl – 18X4.5 

– Cottonwood – WoP 

Larry Stevenson – Tool Handles – 

0.25, 0.375, 0.5, 0.625 – Clewes 

Keith Ruttan – Bowl 

– 14X2.5 – 

Cottonwood – WoP 

Phil Vetra – Burnt 

Pod – 3X2.5 – Maple 

Rick Stuible – Bowl – 10X3 – Birch, 

Purpleheart – Beeswax, Linseed 

Oil – Rescue 

Ron David – Turned Vessel – 9X4.5 

– Ceylon Ebony, Turned Japanese 
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May 32 

Instant Gallery 

Phil Vetra – 

Paper Roll 

– 3.5X5.5 – 

Maple – 

WoP, Tung 

Mix 

Ron David – 

Hollowed Sphere – 

5 – Broad Leaf 

Maple Burl – 

Varnish 

Tai Pham – 

Wooden Spheres 

– 1,3 – Hard 

Maple, Cedar 

Tai Pham – 4 

Head 

Kendama – 10 

Ron David – 

Soccer Kicking 

Tee – 5X6 – 

Plastic 
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May 23 

Instant Gallery 

 

Larry Stevenson – 

Truncated Icosahedron – 4 

– Catalpa – Acrylics 

Ron David – 4X5 – 

Box Elder Burl – 

Varnish 
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Reclaimed/Recycled Material  

President's Challenge Gallery 

Brian Lunt – Milk 

Jug Bowl – 

4.5X2.5 – Milk 

Jug Palstic – 

Heated to 356C 

Cathy Friesen – 

Segmented Bowl 

– Birch – 2X4 

Cutoffs from 

Another Project 

Gary Burns – 2 Spalted 

Bowls – 6X8 – Spalted 

Birch – Cactus Juice 

Resin – Resin 

Impregnated Before 

Brian Lunt – 

Old Shelf 

Mold – 6.5X7 

– MDF – 

WoP 

Cathy Friesen – 

Small Platter – 

Cherry – Recycled 

Portable 

Dishwasher Top 
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Reclaimed/Recycled Material  

President's Challenge Gallery 

Jay and Lin Mapson – 74 and 

Counting - 11X3 - Maple – Blank 

from Peter McLaren 

Peter McLaren – Recycled Seat 

– 9X2 – Old Growth Fir – Hemp 

Oil – BeachedSalvaged in 
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Reclaimed/Recycled Material  

President's Challenge Gallery 

Steve Fairbairn – 

Box – Red Cedar 

– Danish Oil – 

From an Old 

Fence Post 

Ron Baily – Lathe Handle – 1.5X10 – Oak – 

Linseed Oil – Recycled from Discarded Office 



 

Art by:  Mori Kono 

Sharon Doughtie Class Projects 
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Cathy Friesen – London 

Plane – Woodburning 

Design 
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 Always wear safety goggles or safety glasses that 

include side protectors. Use a full face shield for 

bowl, vessel, or any turning involving chucks and 

faceplates. 

 Use a combination of dust mask, air filtration hel-

met, proper ventilation, and/or dust collection sys-

tem as appropriate. Fine particles from a grinder 

and wood dust are harmful to your respiratory sys-

tem.  

 Wear hearing protection during extended periods 

of turning. 

 Turn the lathe off before adjusting the tool rest or 

tool rest base, i.e., banjo. 

 Always remove chuck keys, adjusting wrenches, 

and knockout bars immediately after use.   Never 

leave them in place, even for a moment. 

 Tie back long hair and avoid loose clothing, jewelry, 

or any dangling objects that may catch on rotating 

parts or accessories. 

 When using a faceplate, be certain the workpiece is 

solidly mounted with stout screws (#10 or #12 

sheet metal screws as a minimum). Do not use dry 

wall or deck screws.  

 When turning between centers, be certain the 

workpiece is firmly mounted between the head-

stock driving center and tailstock center. 

 Ensure the belt guard or cover is in place. 

 Check that all locking devices on the tailstock and 

tool rest assembly (rest and base) are tight before 

operating the lathe. 

 Ensure the blank is securely fastened. 

 Rotate your workpiece backwards by hand to make 

sure it clears the toolrest and bed before turning 

the lathe on.  

 Stay clear of the areas directly behind and in front 

of the workpiece, they are the most likely areas for 

a piece to travel as it comes off the lathe. A good 

safety habit is to step out of this zone when turning 

on the lathe, keeping your hand on the switch in 

case you need to turn the machine off. When ob-

serving someone else turn, stay out of these zones. 

 Always check the speed of the lathe before turning 

it on. Use slower speeds for larger diameters or 

rough pieces and higher speeds for smaller diame-

ters and pieces that are balanced. Always start a 

piece at a slower speed until the workpiece is bal-

anced. If the lathe is shaking or vibrating, lower the 

speed. If the workpiece vibrates, always stop the 

machine to verify why. As a starting point, consult 

your operator’s manual for recommended speeds 

for a particular lathe. Ensure the lathe speed is 

compatible with the size of the blank. 

 Exercise extra caution when using stock with 

cracks, splits, checks, bark pockets, knots, irregular 

shapes, or protuberances. Beginners should avoid 

these types of stock until they have greater 

knowledge of working such wood. 

 Hold turning tools securely on the toolrest, holding 

the tool in a controlled but comfortable manner. 

Always contact the tool rest with the tool before 

contacting the wood. 

 Note that, when running a lathe in reverse, it is 

possible for a chuck or faceplate to unscrew unless 

it is securely tightened or locked on the lathe spin-

dle. 

 Know your capabilities and limitations. An experi-

enced woodturner is capable of lathe speeds, tech-

niques, and procedures not recommended for be-

ginning turners. 

 Always remove the tool rest before sanding, finish-

ing, or polishing operations. 

 Don’t overreach, keep proper footing, and keep 

your balance at all times. 

 Keep your lathe in good repair. Check for damaged 

parts, alignment, binding of moving parts, and oth-

er conditions that may affect its operation. 

 Keep tools sharp and clean for better and safer per-

You mostly turn alone so safety is YOUR responsibility. 

Safety Guidelines for Wood Turning  
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formance. Don’t force a dull tool. Don’t use a tool 

for a purpose for which it was not designed or in-

tended. 

 Consider your work environment. Don’t use a 

lathe in damp or wet locations. Do not use in pres-

ence of inflammable liquids or gases, and always 

keep a fully-charged fire extinguisher close at 

hand. Keep your work area well lit. 

 Stay alert. Watch what you are doing. Pay close 

attention to unusual sounds or vibrations. Stop 

the lathe to investigate the cause. Don’t operate 

machines when you are tired or under the influ-

ence of drugs or alcohol. 

 Guard against electric shock. Inspect electric 

cords for damage. Avoid the use of extension 

cords. 

 Never leave the lathe running unattended. Turn 

power off. Don’t leave lathe until it comes to a 

complete stop. 

 Many accidents to woodturners occur while using 

saws, especially band and chain saws. Learn and 

follow the safety guidelines for this equipment. 

You mostly turn alone so safety is YOUR responsibility. 

Safety Guidelines for Wood Turning  



Page 19 GVWG 

Calendar of Events 

Date Time Location Event 

2019 

Jan 24, 2019 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 

Club Meeting 
FoF – Pole Lathe demo/trials 
Main Speaker – Larry Stevenson - Simple salt and 
pepper shakers 

Feb 2, 2019 9:00 AM Sapperton Pension-
ers Hall Art Liestman – The Lost Wood Technique 

Feb 3, 2019 9:00 AM KMS Tools Class-
room Art Liestman – Lost Wood Technique Class 

Feb 28, 2019 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – Dan Breck – Live-edge Bowl 
Main Speaker –  Keith Hudson – Three-sided Bowl 

Mar 28, 2019 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – Barry Wilkinson - Buffing 
Main Speaker –  Ed Pretty – Tool Handles 

April 13, 2019 9:00 AM Sapperton Pension-
ers Hall Sharon Doughtie - All-day Demonstration 

April 14, 2019 9:00 AM KMS Tools Class-
room Sharon Doughtie - Hands-on Class 

Apr 25, 2019 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – Ed Pretty - Sharpening 
Main Speaker – Bruce Campbell – Tree to Table 

May 23, 2019 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 

Club Meeting 
FoF – 
Main Speaker – Steve Hansen - "Teach your chuck a 
new trick." 

June 22, 2019 9:00 AM Sapperton Pension-
ers Hall 

Seri Robinson – All-day Demo – All about Spalted 
Wood 

July 11-14,  

2019 
  

Raleigh Convention 
Center, Raleigh, NC AAW Symposium 

June 27, 2019 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – 
Main Speaker – 

July-Aug Summer Break -  Our first meeting of the new calendar will be Sept 26, 2019 

Oct 19th , 

2019   
9:00 AM Sapperton Pension-

ers Hall 
Cynthia Gibson        
https://www.cynthiagibsonpyrography.com/ 

Oct 20/21st, ‘19 9:00 AM KMS Tools Class-
room Cynthia Gibson – Hands-on Class 

Nov 23rd 2019   9:00 AM Sapperton Pension-
ers Hall 

Kai Muenzer             
http://kaimuenzer.com/ 

Nov 24th 9:00 AM KMS Tools Class-
room Kai Muenzer – Hands-on Class 

April 18th, 

2020 
9:00 AM Sapperton Pension-

ers Hall 
John Jordan                     
https://www.johnjordanwoodturning.com/ 

Apr 10th,2020 9:00 AM KMS Tools Class-
room John Jordan – Hands-on Class 

Oct 17th , 2020 9:00 AM Sapperton Pension-
ers Hall 

Trent Bosch              
https://trentbosch.com/ 

Oct 18th ,2020 9:00 AM KMS Tools Class-
room Trent Bosch – Hands-on Class 

https://www.cynthiagibsonpyrography.com/
http://kaimuenzer.com/
https://www.johnjordanwoodturning.com/
https://trentbosch.com/


GVWG Officers, 
Appointees & Volunteers 

 

Special points of 
interest: 

 Next Meeting:  

Thursday Jun 27th 2019 
at 6:30 PM,  
Sapperton Hall, 318 
Keary St, New West-
minster BC  

 Food Providers:  

Dan Breck 

Nick Beaulieu  

Scott Belway  

Gary Burns (no cactus 

juice)  

Tom Byrom  

Jack Cehak 

 New Members Greet-

er:  

Cathy Friesen 

 FoF Speaker:  

TBA 

 Main Speaker:  

Gary Burns – Stabiliz-
ing Wood 

 President’s Challenge: 

June 2019 – Burned  
Sept 2019 – What I 
Learned This Summer 

President: Steve Fairbairn president@gvwg.ca 

Vice President: Steve Hansen   

Secretary: Des Wilson secretary@gvwg.ca 

Treasurer: Bob James   

Members At 

Large: 

Dan Breck communications@gvwg.ca 

Peter Hill   

Cathy Nakagawa   

Phil Vetra   

Barry Wilkinson   

Dustin Cook   

Dan Moleschi   

Past President Bill Fowle   

Educational Coordi-

nator: 
Larry Stevenson 

  

Librarians: 
Peter McLaren 

Rachel Tius 

  

Food Chief: John Hammond   

FOF Coordinator: Phil Vetra   

Turning 101: 
Peter Hill   

Visiting Demonstra-

tor Liaison 
Art Liestman 

  

Newsletter Editor: Bruce Campbell editor@gvwg.ca 

                    Publisher: Robert Carlson   

Digital Photography: Jay & Lin Mapson   

Webmaster: Steve Hansen webmaster@gvwg.ca 


