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Don’t miss Michael Hosaluk’s Demo on
May 4th at Evergreen Hall in
Coquitlam!! (see page 6)

NEXT MEETING ON
APRIL 24, 2002
at the Sapperton Pensioners Hall
318 Kearny St., New Westminster

Focus on Fundamentals
(Starts at 6:30 p.m.)

LEVEL 1 – Mounting Systems I
Spur centers and faceplates

LEVEL 2 – Sharpening II
Free hand sharpening a skew, roughing
gouge, and scraper

W

I’d like to thank you all for listening to my presentation. I
had a lot of fun doing it. Preparing for the talk was a
useful exercise. It forced me to think more about why I do
things, the way I do them and what it is that I’m trying to
do. I learned a lot in the process.
The business meeting was longer than usual as it
included our AGM. Two offices were up for election:
Secretary and President. Our former Secretary, Dave
Martin, stepped down from the position and Larry
Stevenson was elected to replace him. Thanks, Larry!
Your current President was re-elected and will continue to
harangue you for the foreseeable future. Thanks to all for
your support.
In addition to the elected officers, we had a bit of a change
in the Library where Russ Selwood and Michelle Jacobs
are now in charge. Another big change is that Bruce
Campbell has stepped down from the position of Focus On
Fundamentals Coordinator. Bob James will try to fill
Bruce’s big shoes. Bruce has done a fabulous job of setting
up the Focus curriculum and keeping it running for over
two year. Thanks, Bruce, for your exceptional service and
thanks to Russ, Michelle, and Bob for stepping in.
I’d like to personally thank Dave Martin for his
outstanding service as the Guild’s first Secretary. Dave
attended the first meeting at which we began to plan the
formation of the Guild and was the first to volunteer his
services as an officer. The position of Secretary isn’t
terribly visible to the members, but Dave made many

LEVEL 3 – Basic Cuts III
Using a bowl gouge and scrapers

A Reminder for the April Meeting Food Providers.

MAIN EVENT:
Stuart Duncan

We ask that the following members please provide some
food for the meeting on April 24th:

Will demonstrate how to use a Laser
System to do engraving (for instance put
your name on pens), cutting thin layers off
of a piece of wood to put an insert into,
and much more.

Philip Hensman, Ernie Hooge, Sandy Howkins, Mike or
Michelle Jacobs (whoever cooks better), Bob James, Ivor Jones.
(Food is supplied in alphabetical rotation.Your contributions are
greatly appreciated. Yum!)

important contributions to the executive and his
presence will be missed. Thanks again, Dave!
Since the March meeting, Christian Burchard gave
us a Saturday demonstration that was thought
provoking and lots of fun. The attendance was a bit
low, but those who were there had a great time.
The demo was followed by two days of classes in
which the participants made spheres and
decorated them, and got to make some of
Christian’s signature arbutus (madrone) burl
baskets. The highlight of the classes for me was
the excellent group discussion of our own work. I
learned a lot.

rather unusual techniques on his vessels, texturing,
burning and colouring with a variety of paints,
acrylic inks and leather dyes.
He achieves interesting effects by multilayer
rubbings of opaque and translucent inks as well as
inks with metallic colours onto the textured vessels.
Many of the vessels have been carved with one of

Speaking of visiting demonstrators, mark your
calendars for Michael Hosaluk’s visit at the
beginning of May. More details appear elsewhere
in this newsletter.
Michael will also be demonstrating at the third
annual Pacific Northwest Woodturning
Symposium in Everett, Washington, April 26-28.
Other demonstrators include Hayley Smith, Todd
Hoyer, Don Derry, Fred Holder, Ron Grant, Jack
Wayne, Steve Hatcher, Gerrit Van Ness, James
Christiansen, Martin Thorne, and Art Liestman.



For the April meeting, don’t forget the Vice
President’s Challenge – a lidded box with an
inlay on the lid.

Last Meeting’s Guest
Speaker – Art Liestman
Doug Schop

A

rt Liestman, the Greater Vancouver
Woodturner’s Guild president was the guest
speaker at the last meeting. Art has been turning
for about 6 years starting with a medium size
Delta lathe and is now working with a Stubby
lathe from Australia, and his work just gets better
and better.
His latest vessels are part of a series he calls the
Puzzling illusion series. They appear to be vessels
made of pieces like a jigsaw puzzle with several
pieces out of the puzzle. The pieces are usually
displayed laying at the base of the vessel.
Apparently when people see his art on display they
have actually tried to fit the pieces back into the
holes in the vessel.
Art’s work has been going in several different
directions lately and he has also been using some
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his many different types of carving tools or burned
with burning pens before the final finish is applied.
Art explained how he looks to all types of other
subjects to get inspiration for his work, ceramic and
pottery books and even books that display basket
work. He also uses math books to give him ideas for
techniques. His large selection of hand tools allow
him to alter the surface of the wood in many
different ways.
Most woodturners seek a smooth shiny surface on
their projects, with Art its certainly not that way.
Art went into considerable detail on the process of
hollowing the vessels (a boring bar system) and
finally caps the vessels with a turned contrasting
wood collar.
The results are spectacular and his work has been
receiving great acceptance across North America by
other woodturners.
Basically Art’s ideas are to try different techniques
and see what happens. The results are certainly
different and interesting.
A great presentation. Thanks Art.
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INSTANT GALLERY
Andrew Forrest

F

or the March meeting there wasn’t very much
to be had in the Instant Gallery. I hope I have
more to write about for the April meeting.
It was brought to my attention that a certain
member of our fine guild was lamenting the fact
that in the past, items he had brought for the
Instant Gallery have been left out of the
newsletter. In my defense it was not done on
purpose. Our mutual friend said that he was
Bruce Campbell’s cherry vessels.

and purple heart, finished with shellac and wax. It
was ‘recycled’ from one of his watches.
Bruce was playing with more green cherry. Two
nice vessels finished with walnut oil.
He was also kind of late with last months
Presidents Challenge. A verawood paper weight,
finished with ‘Crystal Coat’ was his entry.
Tom Byrom’s cherry bowl with chatter work.

bitterly discouraged (said with a big grin). I will
rectify this HORRENDOUS error.
Tom Byrom brought in a cherry bowl finished with
shellac. Turned green, micro-waved and then returned. The rim had chatter work done with a bowl
gouge don’t try that at home kids. Nicely done.
Al Koehn made an interesting looking little thing.
A turned, divided and re-assembled vase type of
doo dad. Ash, cherry and maple.
Ross Pilgrim
was rather late
with last
months
Presidents
Challenge.
A pen
holder/paper
weight.
Walnut, oak

Damn Crack!!

This was Ryan Austmans’ Instant Gallery. Three
bowls. The aptly named Damn Crack!! was
laburnum with some very nice colour running
through it, and a crack as well. A natural edged
apple bowl and one of spalted oak to round out the
trio.

Ross Pilgrim’s pen holder
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PRODUCT REVIEW
THE HELI-GRIND SYSTEM
Bruce Campbell

I

was at KMS Tools last month and Bob Gadd
asked me to have a look at a new grinding
system from Tanner Engineering of New Zealand
called the Heli-grind.

Marco brought in some more examples of chatter
work.
John Flanagan found an old turning book.
Published in the 1920’s? Perhaps, maybe? It was
interesting to look through.
The Presidents
Challenge was
bracelets. Colin
Delory had a
segmented one. Doug
Schop’s was lacewood
and paduak. Bruce
made a 2-ply (inner
and outer ring) of
satine and purple
heart.

Heli-grind is not the first grinding system for
turners. There is the Sorby system from Sorby
Tools and the Wolverine system from Oneway but
Heli-grind is certainly a neat system that works
well and I think it will be a welcome addition to the
marketplace.
The full kit comes with a pivoting support arm, a
good-sized flat platform, a skew carriage bracket
that slides along a slot in the platform and the
Heli-grind fingernail attachment.
Like all other grinding systems, the Heli-grind
requires that you set the height of the grinder from
the bench top and then screw the lower pivot
brackets to the bench at a set distance from the
center of the wheel. Fortunately, this is reasonably
straightforward and only needs to be done once.
Then the vertical support is attached to the bracket
and can be tilted towards or away from the
grinding wheel and locked in place with a heavy
Allen wrench (provided). There is a horizontal bar
at the top of the vertical support that the heads
slide to and are either float along the bar or lock
down with another Allen bolt that threads into the
right end of the bar (thankfully using the same
sized Allen key)
The Grinding Platform can be set at any angle for
grinding scrapers, roughing gouges or other
grindstone use. The skew-guide head holds the
skew flat and at the correct angle for the chisel to
slide left and right in a slot in the grinding
platform. This gives a consistent bevel for the skew.



Next months Presidents’ Challenge was dreamed
up by our VP John Bese. A small lidded box with
and inlay of some sort. I hope to see a few of these
at the next meeting.
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The “Heli” (magic) part of the system is appropriately
described in the long title on the ten page instruction
guide as: Helix Rotational Grinding System (Figure
2). This is the head for grinding gouges to that
useful fingernail shape. It slides on to the left side
of the vertical support and ‘floats’. That is, it is not
locked down to the bar. The gouge slips into a
carriage and is held in with a thumbscrew. This
carriage fits into the outer guide sleeve and, as it
rotates inside the guide sleeve, the guide pin slides
along the helix guide face and forces the chisel
higher on the grinder. This leaves a consistent
sharp angle along the entire fingernail edge.
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I like this unit. The grinding platform is versatile
and sturdy and is easy to adjust. The fingernail
profiler is an ingenious design and is simple to use.
The only downside I can see is that the unit only
comes with one mounting bracket and it really
should have two – one for each wheel on the
grinder. And, although I like the Heli-grind I will
not likely throw out my current system because I
like it too.



Bob Gadd is currently speaking with the
manufacturer and hopes to have a stock of these in
hand shortly selling for around $250. If you would
like more information on the Heli-grind you can
visit KMS and try out the demo unit in their shop.

ANOTHER CHUCK,
ANOTHER DAY
Jon Schilling

L

ast month I wrote about fixing my smaller
Nova Chuck. Well, about 2 weeks after
fixing that one, my other Nova Chuck with the
largest jaws got kind of cranky. I noted that it was
beginning to become more difficult to open and
close the jaws. I didn’t want to take it apart so I
tried some WD40.
I sprayed WD40 wherever I could reach. I kept
opening and closing the chuck. It seemed to stick
when I had it wide open. I turned the chuck until I
had the jaws completely open and I was able to
remove the jaws. I found much the same thing as
before, a lot of grit, greasy wood shavings and a
worn thread on the bottom of one jaw.
I used my airgun and blew the debris away and
sprayed with WD40. I used 320 wet or dry
sandpaper and smoothed out the worn thread. I
inserted the jaws and closed the chuck and then
sprayed some more WD40. It is working fine. I am
slowly coming to realize that I need to spend more
time in ‘maintaining’ my equipment.
Just thinking about what needs to be maintained:
•
•
•
•

Lathe spindle bearings
Band saw bearings
Band saw cool jaws
Drain air compressor tank
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Blow dust out of motors
Smooth top of tool rest
Clean air cleaner on chain saw
Wash light bulb over lathe
True grinder wheel
Empty and clean all drawers
Discard faceplate screws that have slots or
square heads chewed up
Buy more screws
Clean filter on Racal air helmet
Tidy up the sandpaper supply
Sharpen all pencils
Blow dust out of power sander drill motor
Wash windows in shop

Ugh!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Change air filters in room air filtering box
Wash Dust Be Gone mask
Wash turning smock
Sharpen points on my dividers
Sharpen all my turning tools
Put new chains on chain saws
Turn on dust collection machine, take air gun
and blow dust from all surfaces (wear dust
protection helmet)
• Wait 20 minutes and sweep up again
• Put everything away
• Empty all trash again



That’s about 27 things more than I feel like doing
today
Maybe if I lay down and rest I can stay there until
the urge to do what needs to be done goes away.
Whew!

WOODTURNERS NEEDED

The Richmond Carvers Society’s 13th Annual
Woodcarving Show will be held at the Steveston
Community Centre on Saturday, May 25 and Sunday,
May 26. All club members are invited to enter their
turnings in the show. If you participated in the show
last year you should have received an entry form
(enter your turnings under DIV K334, omitted on the
entry form). Len Sawyer will be at the next meeting
with entry forms, or you can phone or email him and
he will mail you one. Call Len Sawyer at 604-2663913 or email at bsawyer@look.ca.
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MICHAEL HOSALUK DEMO
AND CLASSES
Art Liestman

W

e are very excited to announce that
Michael Hosaluk, internationally
recognized as one of the world’s most creative
woodturners, will be presenting a demonstration for
us on Saturday, May 4th. This will be followed by
two days of hands-on classes on Sunday, May 5th
and Monday, May 6th.
Michael Hosaluk lives outside Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan. He is in great demand as a
demonstrator and teacher throughout Canada, the
U.S., Australia, New Zealand, Great Britain, and
France and his work has been exhibited around the
world. Michael began as a cabinet maker and is
comfortable using any media that serves his
purpose. His work covers a wide range of objects
and materials ranging from functional vessels and
furniture through to entirely sculptural pieces.

He is constantly challenging the limits of
interpretation in the field of woodturning. As a
result, his work displays a strong command of
material used to explore exciting ideas.
He retains close ties with traditional and at the
same time breaks free of those ties to explore
entirely new directions. His work is humorous and
elegant, possesses character and gesture, full of
references to architecture, nature and culture.
Michael remains active in his community, freely
sharing with others what he has learned, and is
committed to creating a greater awareness of crafts
in Canada and throughout the world.
As a presenter, Michael is full of energy and will
pack a ton of information into his demonstration.
He will push us to break out of our old habits and
to see things in different ways. Definitely, not to be
missed! The hands-on classes will allow the
participants to experience his approach more
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directly. Even though I’ve seen Michael demonstrate
and have taken a two day class with him, I know
that I will still learn new things at the demo and I
plan to be in his class. He has a lot to share with us!
On Saturday, May 4th, Michael will present a full
day demonstration from 9:30 am to 4 pm at Studio
B at the Evergreen Cultural Centre at 1205
Pinetree Way in Coquitlam. (PLEASE NOTE THIS
CHANGE OF VENUE!) The Evergreen Cultural
Centre is on the northeast corner of the intersection
of Pinetree Way and Guildford Way. To get there,
find the intersection of Barnet Highway and the
Lougheed Highway. Coquitlam Centre Mall is on
the northwest corner of this intersection. The
northbound street is Pinetree Way. Guildford Way is
approximately 4 blocks north of this intersection
Parking is available in a pay parking lot adjacent to
the centre, so you may want to carpool. Don’t forget
to bring a lunch!
In the demo, topics will range from basics to
advanced. Production spindle turning, easy offset
turning, bowl basics (including carved feet), hollow
turning, bending wood (spindle and bowl), unusual
containers (basics of box making). There will be a
$25 charge to attend the demonstration. It would be
helpful if you could pay at the April meeting.
Michael will also offer classes for up to 6
participants on Sunday, May 5th and Monday, May
6th. The class will focus on design and personal
creativity – tentatively titled: If it Looks Like it
was Made on the Lathe, You’re doing
something Wrong. Depending on student interest,
the main project each day could be to make either a
teapot or a fish. The class will emphasize form
exploration and the creative process. When asked to
describe the class, Michael said “Having fun making
stuff.” I think that sums it up nicely. The classes
will be held at KMS in Coquitlam from 9:30 to 5pm
at a cost of $150 per participant. If you wish to
participate, please contact me as soon as possible to
be put on the list. (604-939-3843 or email
artliestman@shaw.ca)
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EQUIPMENT SOURCES
Art Liestman

I

n my presentation at the March meeting, I
showed several tools that I use for power carving
and a few different coloring agents. For those who
asked, here are some of the details of the tools and
some sources for them.

In the lower mainland, there are at least two
woodcarving suppliers: Woodchips in Port
Coquitlam (www.woodcarvingsupplies.com or (604464-6632) and Chip Bin in Richmond (604-2798441). KMS and Lee Valley also carry some power
carving tools.
A workhorse carving tool is a rotary carver with a
flexible shaft. These are quite versatile machines
for general use. Typically, they operate in the range
of 14,000 to 20,000 rpm. I use one made by
Foredom but there are several other brands
available.
Another type of rotary carver that is great for
finishing details and textures is the so-called
micromotor machine with a DC motor housed in
the handpiece. These typically operate at up to
45,000 rpm. I use one made by NSK, but again
there are several other brands available.
Both types of rotary carvers can be used with lots
of different types of bits. One particular one that I
like to use to produce a very rough surface is called
a Karbide Kutzall bit.
Another type of rotary carving tool is the air
turbine carver that is very similar to a dentist’s
drill and is powered by an air compressor. These
operate at much higher speeds – roughly 400,000
rpm but have very little torque. They are great for
small details and are excellent for signing your
work. I use a relatively inexpensive unit called the
Turbocarver that is made by a small company in
Oregon (see www.turbocarver.com).
Another type of power carving tool simulates
handcarving with chisels – the reciprocating carver.
The one I use is the Ryobi Detail Carver that is,
unfortunately, no longer being sold. You may be
lucky to come across one somewhere, but it is
becoming increasingly unlikely. Having said that,
there are several other reciprocating carvers
available such as those made by Skil, Arbortech,
and Automach. Another company called Wecheer
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makes a reciprocating handpieces to fit Dremel or
Foredom flexible shaft rotary carvers. You can also
get a combination rotary and reciprocating carver
made by Wecheer. The Wecheer brand is available
from Woodcraft in the U.S. and from The
Woodcarving Store in Ontario
(www.woodcarvingstore.com). If you decide to
purchase one of these carvers, make sure that it
can use Flexcut bits which are much superior to
any bits that come with the carvers.
Pyrography tools – high-quality woodburners – are
used for detailed carving and can be used to sign
your work. I use an Excalibre burner made by
Detailmaster – one of the most powerful burners
available. There are many different tips made for
these burners but be aware that tips of one brand
won’t usually be usable by handpieces of a different
brand without some sort of adapter. The
Detailmaster burners are available from the
manufacturer at www.detailmasteronline.com or
from retailers like Woodcraft.
Lots of interesting products for coloring can be
found at art supply stores such as Opus (Granville
Island and Langley) and Loomis and Toles
(formerly Behnsens) and craft suppliers such as
Michaels.
The acrylic inks that I use are FW Artists Ink
made by Daler and Rowney. These are essentially
very thin acrylic paints. They come in lots of
colours, both opaque and transparent and are
easily mixable. Acrylic paints also come in thicker
styles in tubes. All of these acrylics seem to be
intermixable and they can be used with various
acrylic media. In the demo, I showed an
“interference medium” that gives a sort of peacock
like iridescence. There are also metallic and
pearlescent acrylic paints that might be interesting
to explore.
Another product that I find very useful is a
Prismacolor art marker. These pens are felt tip
artists markers with different nibs on each end.
The pens contain alcohol-based dyes and are
available in many colours.
Finally, I haven’t used leather dyes much, but they
seem to work well on wood. The brand that I’ve
used is Fiebings, which is available from Heritan at
950 West Broadway (Unit 107) in Vancouver.

Page 7

UTAH WOODTURNING
SYMPOSIUM
This symposium held annually in Provo is the
longest running one in North America and possibly
the world. It is definitely one of the best and well
worth attending. This year it will take place June
13-15 and will feature such world renown turners
as Alan Batty, Chris Stott, and Bill Jones of
England, Soren Berger of New Zealand, Richard
Raffin of Australia, Alain Mailland of France, and
several from the US including Dale Nish, Bihn
Pho, Kip Christiensen, Bonnie Klien, and Kurt
Theobold.
Colin Delory is arranging a carpool to attend and
there is still some space so anybody interested
should contact him at 604-576-1172 or
c_delory@uniserve.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Fred Baldwin – Education Co-ordinator

Guest presenters for upcoming meetings are as follows:
APRIL 24, 2002 – Stuart Duncan of Hilite will
demonstrate how to use a Laser System to do
engraving (for instance put your name on pens),
cutting thin layers off of a piece of wood to put an
insert into, and much more.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Please be sure to email me any articles you
would like to see in the next newsletter by
May 7th, 2002. Send attachments as text only to
pipersson@shaw.ca. I need lots of stuff cause
there’s a lot of information that needs to be
spread around!!



GVWG OFFICERS,
APPOINTEES AND
VOLUNTEERS
PRESIDENT:
Art Liestman, 604-939-3843
VICE PRESIDENT:
John Bese, 604-581-8807
SECRETARY:
Larry Stevenson, 604-438-3947
TREASURER:
Don Hoskins, 604-939-6808

MAY 22 – Gerrit Van Ness of the Northwest Wood
Turners will demonstrate offset turning – for
instance how to make a funky tea pot then
applying different dyes for a unique finish.

MEMBERS AT LARGE:
Ted Fromson, 604-876-0267
Andrew Forrest, 604-990-9667
Fred Baldwin, 604-224-5788

JUNE 26 – Threaded boxes are the theme and
Bruce Campbell will turn the lid and bottom of a box
then show how he cuts the threads into both pieces.

FOF COORDINATOR:
Bob James, 604-980-9192

SEPTEMBER 25 – Roger Clapham of Claphans
Beeswax Products will talk about applying various
finishes to turned worked.
OCTOBER 23 – TBA
NOVEMBER 27 – Again this will be a collaboration
of turners (John Bese, Steve Hansen, Marco Berra
and Rich Schmidt) who will be demonstrating
Xmas gifts or novelty. If you have any ideas and
would like to see them demo please let me know.
DECEMBER – Group demonstration to be arranged.
JANUARY 22, 2003 – Bowls can have handles –
really - and John Bese will take on this challenge.
That’s all so far. For future meetings if you have
any suggestions please give me a call – 604-5319395 or email me at fbaldwin@shaw.ca.
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EDUCATION COORDINATOR:
Fred Baldwin, 604-224-5788
LIBRARIANS:
Russ Selwood and Michelle Jacobs
WOOD EXCHANGER:
Phil Laliberte, 604-936-2995
FOOD CHIEF:
Rich Schmid, 604-538-7012
NEWSLETTER:
Thom Chadwick, 604-879-1275
or pipersson@shaw.ca
DIGITAL PHOTO GUY:
John Flanagan, 604-939-0942
WEBMASTER:
Mark Bese, markbese@shaw.ca
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