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NEXT MEETING ON
OCTOBER 23, 2002
at the Sapperton Pensioners Hall
318 Kearny St., New Westminster

Focus on Fundamentals
(Starts at 6:30 p.m.)

The Discussion Form
on Finished Pieces
Bring in your finished pieces and get
involved in the group discussion.

Starter Tools
Which tools do you need to get started and
why you need them.

Basic Cuts I
Cutting with a spindle gouge and
a parting tool.

MAIN EVENT:
Len Sawyer
A demonstration that integrates
carving and carving techniques
into woodturning.

T

he September meeting was a great
opportunity to see everyone again and to
welcome some new faces to the guild. The new
guild season promises lots of interesting events
and a few new changes to the old routine.

At the September meeting, we had our first try
at the Discussion Forum on Finished Pieces, a
new part of the Focus on Fundamentals portion
of the meeting. We will continue with this forum
as participation warrants, so if you’d like to
discuss design issues focusing on finished pieces,
please bring a piece to the forum.
Also at the September meeting, we have added a
moderator to lead discussion of the Instant
Gallery. Andrew Forrest will be the moderator
most months, but Ross Pilgrim did an excellent
job of filling in for him in September. Thanks to
both of you!
As I write this, the wood show and competition
have not yet happened, but I hope that you all
enjoyed the events.
For the October meeting, don’t forget your
President’s challenge item – a mushroom or a
toothpick holder or a mushroom toothpick holder.



Art Liestman

A Reminder for the October Meeting Food Providers.
We ask that the following members please provide some
food for the meeting on October 23rd:

Gregg Parsons, John Paterson, Ludger Paus, Peggy
Phillips, Wayne Pilchak, Lew Pocock, Robert Prinse.
(Food is supplied in alphabetical rotation.Your contributions are
greatly appreciated. Yum!)

SEPTEMBER INSTANT
GALLERY
Ross Pilgrim, photos by Bruce Campbell

T

he September Instant Gallery had a nice
variety of work ranging from beginner to
expert and simple to complex. My apologies to
many of the contributors as I was so interested in
moderating and presenting that I forgot to write
notes on the details and the contributors. If your
piece is not written up here or attributed to the
wrong person, blame me! This will be corrected for
the October Gallery.
It was good to see some beginners contributing to
the Instant Gallery and I would like to encourage
the newer turners to use this opportunity to show
your work and if you wish, request input at the
meeting, from our more experienced turners. I can
remember being
helped greatly
with my turning
by calling on other
members to
explain how to
make a certain cut
and help me get
rid of undesirable
habits.
Michelle Jacobs
brought in two
bottle stoppers.
Both were turned Michelle Jacob’s bottle stoppers.
from Maple and
both had beadwork bands around them. One also
had a “mother of pearl” insert in the top. These
were her first ever turnings – nicely done Michelle.

Art’s carved and dyed cherry pieces.

Art Liestman brought three pieces. A small open
bowl was turned green about ten days earlier and
still had not
found its final
shape. The
other two pieces
were wide rim
bowls turned
from dry cherry
and featured
carved and dyed
top surfaces.
Art’s green turned bowl.

Gary Cormier brought in eight pieces done in his
first ten days on the lathe. They ranged from bowls
to lidded boxes and a goblet. Not bad for a
beginner.
Good effort
Gary –
keep it up!

George Geurts entered a nicely done Jarrah wood
hollow form with wire brush texturing around the
collar. George
brought the wood
and the design
home from a visit
to Jack DeVos in
Perth Australia.
Jack demoed for
us here about 18
months ago.

A sample of Gary’s work.

George’s Jarrah hollow form.
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To go with his “man sized” honey dipper, John Bese
presented yet another of his classic thin walled
maple salad bowls.

Al’s lidded box with corian ring insert.
John’s maple salad bowl.

Al Koehn
presented a
lidded box
featuring a
corian ring insert
which nicely
complimented the
spalted maple. He
also used corian
for one of the two
bottle stoppers on
display. The other
was turned from
deer antler.

Larry Stevensonshowed us three spectacular
spalted curly maple hollow forms. Each sported a
collar of ebonized vine maple and sprayed-on
lacquer finish. Nicely done Larry!

Al’s bottle stoppers.

Larry’s maple hollow forms.

Merv’s arbutus burl bowl.

Merv Graham told us about his unfinished bowl
turned from green arbutus burl. It is an ongoing
project as he plans on re-turning it after it finds it’s
final shape.

My own
Southwest
design
segmented bowl
featured alder
as the main
material and
the Raven
design feature
ring was of
maple, wenge
and bloodwood.
Let’s try for an
equally great
gallery in
October
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MORE PICTURES FROM
THE INSTANT GALLERY

SEPTEMBER’S
VICE PRESIDENT’S
CHALLENGE PIECES
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REPORT FROM RHODE
ISLAND
Art Liestman

I

was lucky enough to attend my fourth AAW
Symposium this past summer in Providence,
Rhode Island. This was the 16th annual event. The
AAW symposium is the world’s largest woodturning
event, attracting over 1000 attendees every year.
As usual, the first order of business is to try to
figure out which demonstrations to see. Over three
days, there are 11 time slots each with 15
demonstrations going on simultaneously by a total
of nearly 40 presenters. Although some of the
demos are repeated, it is a huge challenge to decide
which demos to attend! Having seen some of the
demonstrators before simplified the decisionmaking a bit. I mostly focused on demonstrators
that I hadn’t seen before. Still, the top turners have
so much to tell us that I couldn’t resist revisiting
some of them.
Eventually, I made my selections (which, of course,
I kept changing throughout the three days) and got
down to the serious business of symposium
attending. Among the highlights for me were
Graeme Priddle’s tremendously entertaining
presentation on South Pacific design and
influences, Al Stirt’s demonstration on fluting,
carving, and texturing, and Gary Sanders’
discussion on coloring burls with inks and dyes.
Those subjects, of course, were chosen due to my
own interests, but with so many demos scheduled,
there were many good choices for everyone.
Each of the demonstrators is assigned an assistant
for each demo and each demo is enhanced with a
video camera and two monitors so that everyone
can see what is going on. The demo assistant’s job is
basically to run the video camera and occasionally
to do other things to help the demonstrator. I
volunteered to do a shift and was assigned to assist
Michael Hosaluk during one of his presentations.
Having seen Michael demonstrate a few times and
having taken classes with him, I was able to
anticipate what he would do next and I had a great
time doing it. Plus, I got a special demo assistant’s
t-shirt to add to my collection!
In addition to the demos, there were several other
things going on at the symposium. A huge room
was devoted to the Instant Gallery that included
(I’m guessing) perhaps 800 turned pieces made by
the attendees as well as the pieces made for the
chapter collaborative challenge. I spent many
hours wandering through the gallery, amazed at
the breadth of creativity on display. It was

certainly inspirational. On Sunday, David
Ellsworth and Michael Hosaluk conducted a
critique of some selected pieces from the gallery.
That was a highlight of the symposium for me.
Another huge room contained the vendors’ area that
is something like the BC Wood Show, but at this
event every vendor focuses on woodturning tools,
supplies, and wood and good deals could be found.
On Saturday night, a large banquet was held which
was capped off by the auction with proceeds (about
$40,000) going to the educational opportunities
grant program. Having received a grant from them
two years ago, I donated a small piece to the
auction as a repayment. It was pretty exciting to
see the bidding on my own piece. (It now has a new
home in Florida.
The symposium is a great opportunity to meet and
talk to other woodturners outside of the demos, at
lunch, and after hours. The attendees range from
the big-name professionals who have been turning
for 30 or more years to beginners who are just
getting started, so you can get into very interesting
conversations. I managed to arrange several
upcoming demos for the GVWG and even got
invited to do some demos for some other chapters!
One evening, we arranged a small gathering of
Stubby owners in one of the conference hotels.
Although the three days were very intense, I would
have gladly stayed for a few more days. It was a
great event. I learned a lot of stuff, met some
wonderful people, and had tons of fun. I can hardly
wait for the next one – June 27-29 in Pasadena,
California. Anybody want to tag along?

WORDS ON PERFECTION
Submitted by Stan Clarke
It is written, “It is the uniformity of perfection that kills”.
Bill Jones says, “Nothing is as boring as perfection”.
Frank Sudal says, “Perfection is stagnation”.
Attendant in a Malasian mosque: “Only Allah can make
something perfect, man cannot.”
Bernard Leach says, “Some of the most beautiful pots in the
world are full of technical imperfections.”
Florence Harper to a customer: “That, Madam, is a minor
imperfection that marks a hand made piece”.
Bill Jones says, “It is the small discrepancies that constitute
the charm of hand work.”
Bernard Leach says “let us not be hypercritical about
fortuitous blemishes”.
Excited buyer says: “I just bought a piece and I know it is hand
made because I can see the tool marks.”
Bernard Leach says, “An oriental art lover eyes any very
perfect piece of technique with the suspicion that it contains
little depth of meaning.”

Greater Vancouver Woodturners Guild Newsletter – October 2002

Page 5

DAVID’S DUST EXTRACTOR
David Broomhead

H

ere is a design for a dust extractor, based on
an idea by Bill Iaak, but greatly improved
(just kidding Bill!). Actually I added the (two finer)
filters, the middle one of which really loads up and
governs the operation. The paradox of filters is that
they improve with loading but the flow rate
reduces, so when I sense this I shake them out. I
have only ever replaced the coarse one in three

reviews in Woodturning magazine. However, when I
look at the filter ratings I am convinced you should
still wear a good mask (P100 rating), which I do and
recommend with the foregoing non-patented design.
By the way any R&D contributions to this design
will be much appreciated. As an aside, I think space
filters should have an electrostatic component –
perhaps some do.
The extractor is fairly quiet, again the trade off is –
the faster you set the pulley the more the noise
goes up, as does the flow rate. No surprise here.
The squirrel cage can easily be made significantly
quieter by adding self adhesive auto sound-proofing
mat to the metal panels. Costs about $4 a sheet
from Lordco.

years. I believe some finer ones are now available at
Home Depot or Revy, but the ones on the diagram
were about the best combination at the time. Of
course I still get some ultra fine dust, in part
because it escapes the inlet point to start with, but
it is pretty minor and passes my wife’s scrutiny –
she parks her car next to where I turn. I think a
proprietary ceiling mounted filter would address the
suspended dust – there have been some good
It is mobile, which lets you get the best location for
dust pick-up. You will need to give some thought as
to the appropriate height for the inlet with respect
to your lathe(s). The inlet proportions were my
estimate of optimal dimensions for entry area,
shape and flow velocity. No doubt this could be
improved – especially with a large inflow of R&D
money (venture capital is hard to raise in the
current market conditions). Last but not least it is
a useful place for putting things on.
FOOTNOTE FROM DAVID: Paul Weibe (FVWG)
suggested a simple step to reduce airflow into the
filter slots and thereby increase it through the filters.
Hang a piece of plastic sheet over the slots and it self
seals but allows easy access for removal of the filters.
It works well – thanks Paul.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Fred Baldwin – Educational Co-ordinator

Guest presenters for upcoming meetings are as follows:
OCTOBER 23 – Len Sawyer will put on a
demonstration that integrates carving and carving
techniques into woodturning.
NOVEMBER 27 – Again this will be a collaboration
of turners (John Bese, Steve Hansen, Marco Berra
and Rich Schmidt) who will be demonstrating Xmas
gifts or novelty. If you have any ideas and would like
to see them demo please let me know.
DECEMBER 14 – Mike Mahony from Utah will put
on a one-day seminar.
JANUARY 22, 2003 – Bowls can have handles –
really – and John Bese will take on this challenge.
FEBRUARY 26, 2003 – Les Jovsa “The Wood Guy”
from Forintek Canada will talk about the Basics of
Wood Structure and Tree Growth.
That’s all so far. For future meetings if you have any
suggestions please give me a call – 604-531-9395 or
email me at fbaldwin@shaw.ca.




DEMO’S AT KMS TOOLS
110 Woolridge St., Coquitlam, B.C.
Phone 604-522-5599 to register.

OCTOBER 26 – Intro to Bowl Turning with Bruce
Campbell. Preregistration required, $75 plus GST.
NOVEMBER 2 – Wood Turning Class with John Bese.
Preregistration required $75 plus GST.
NOVEMBER 9 – Wood Turning Demo with Bruce
Campbell. No charge or registration.
NOVEMBER 16 – Introduction to Turned Boxes with
Bruce Campbell. Preregistration required, $75 plus
GST.

CLASSIFIED

FOR SALE: Robert Sorby Fingernail profiler – like
new and 1/3 of the new price ($35). Contact Steve
Hansen at 604-585-0638.
FOR SALE: 2 ex-air-conditioner, sheet metal
encased squirrel cage fans, including motors. Suitable
for dust filtration systems. 1 single fan, 1 double fan.
Offers? (money to be donated to the Guild). Call Ross
Pilgrim 604-985-6423.
FOR SALE: Melyvn Firmager tools available.
Parting tools, irish grind, nib gouge, scrapey gouge,
swept back gouge, angle tools. Call Bob James
604-980-9192 pager 604-650-3046 or email
plumbbobconstruction@hotmail.com.

FOR SALE: Vacuum pump, noisy but works great.
My total cost was $78US but I will sell it for $70US.
It will pull 24-25" Hg 110 volt 1/4 HP motor – all
mounted on a 1/2" aluminum plate. If interested call
John Novak 360-671-7925 or email to
jcnovak@telcomplus.net.
FOR SALE: Nova 3000 Lathe e/w 1HP Variable
speed motor. $1500. Phone Colin at 604-576-1172.
FOR SALE: Delta Midi Lathe. Very little usage,
practically new condition. At a great price of US$285.
John Novak Phone: 360-671-7925 or e-mail
jcnovak@telcomplus.net

GVWG OFFICERS,
APPOINTEES AND
VOLUNTEERS
PRESIDENT:
Art Liestman, 604-939-3843
VICE PRESIDENT:
John Bese, 604-581-8807
SECRETARY:
Larry Stevenson, 604-438-3947
TREASURER:
Don Hoskins, 604-939-6808
MEMBERS AT LARGE:
Ted Fromson, 604-876-0267
Andrew Forrest, 604-990-9667
Fred Baldwin, 604-531-9395
FOF COORDINATOR:
Bob James, 604-980-9192
EDUCATIONAL COORDINATOR:
Fred Baldwin, 604-224-5788
MENTOR PROGRAM ORGANIZER
Al Koehn, 604-273-6995
LIBRARIANS:
Russ Selwood, 604-224-4126
Michelle Jacobs, 604-581-7097
WOOD EXCHANGER:
Phil Laliberte, 604-936-2995
FOOD CHIEF:
Rich Schmid, 604-538-7012
NEWSLETTER:
Thom Chadwick, 604-879-1275
or GVWGnewsletter@shaw.ca
DIGITAL PHOTO GUY:
John Flanagan, 604-939-0942
WEBMASTER:
Mark Bese, markbese@shaw.ca
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