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NEXT MEETING ON
FEBRUARY 26, 2003
at the Sapperton Pensioners Hall
318 Kearny St., New Westminster

Focus on Fundamentals
(Starts at 6:30 p.m.)

The Discussion Form
on Finished Pieces
Bring in your finished pieces and get
involved in the group discussion.

Sharpening
Freehand sharpening a skew, roughing
gouge and scraper.

Ergonomics

T

he January meeting was a lot of fun and
featured our illustrious Vice President John Bese
turning a rather huge chunk of wood on our poor little
Nova 3000. I think that wood weighed more than some
of our smaller members!
Since then, we also had the pleasure of hosting a demo
and class by Jim Christiansen from Idaho. I learned a
lot from his thought-provoking demo and thoroughly
enjoyed the collaborative box making class.
We have another demonstrator coming in early March
– Dale Larsen, the maker of salad bowls. See the
article elsewhere in the newsletter for details.
Our Annual General Meeting will take place at the
regular March meeting. At this meeting, we will elect
those directors whose terms end in odd numbered
years: the Vice-President and Secretary, plus two of
our Members at Large. Members are reminded that
these elected directors must be members of the AAW.
(Any member can be a candidate for one of these
positions, but upon election he or she is expected to
become a member of the AAW.) At the February
meeting, we will form a search committee to seek out
candidates for these positions. If you’d like to be
nominated, please let us know.
In addition to the elected directors, our guild has
several important appointed positions. As far as I
know, most of these appointees are willing to continue
. . .Continued on Page 2.

How to set up your work area
to fit your needs.
A Reminder for the February Meeting Food Providers.

MAIN EVENT:
Les Jovsa “The Wood Guy” from
Forintek Canada will talk about
the Basics of Wood Structure and
Tree Growth.

We ask that the following members please provide some
food for the meeting on February 26th:
Anthony Wade, Philip Wade, David Wagner, John Weir, Harvey
Wiebe, Erv Wildeman, Des Wilson, John Wood, Gunter Yip.
(Food is supplied in alphabetical rotation and remember chocolate
can be considered a food group.)

...continued from Page 1.

in their positions, but Fred Baldwin would like
to step down as the Educational Coordinator. If
you think you might be willing to do this job,
please talk to Fred who can tell you what’s
needed.
As an organization of volunteers, our success
depends on your participation. Please give some
consideration to taking on one of these positions.
These jobs are not reserved only for the long
time members or the best turners among us.
However, by taking on one of these positions, you
will be more involved in the running of the guild
and can have more impact on what we do and
where we go. Everyone can make a valuable
contribution and we can always use help!
Remember, the President’s challenge for
February is anything with a Valentine’s theme. I
know you’ve already made the object and given it
to your Valentine, but please bring them in to
show at the meeting.

Dale’s specialty is the salad bowl. He turns them
from many different woods that are available in
Oregon. He particularly likes to use arbutus (or
madrone as they call it down south) and has
developed a drying method to cope with that
unstable but beautiful wood.
On FRIDAY, March 7th, Dale will give a handson class at KMS Tools in Coquitlam from 9:30 am
to approximately 4pm. The class will focus on
turning bowls – both roughing out bowls in green
wood and finish turning. This will be a great
opportunity to learn from a master. (NOTE: This
class is the day BEFORE the demo, unlike most
of our classes.)
Participants should bring their own turning tools
and sand paper. Turning blanks will be provided.
The Friday class is limited to 6 participants.
Beginners as well as experts are encouraged to
attend. The class fee is $125. If you are
interested in taking the class, please contact Art
Liestman (artliestman@shaw.ca or 604-939-3843)
as soon as possible to ensure a space.

DALE LARSEN DEMO
Art Liestman

W

e are happy to announce that Dale
Larsen, a woodturner from Gresham,
Oregon, will be here March 7th and 8th for a
class and a demonstration. Dale is a talented
bowl turner whose work is sold in galleries from
coast to coast in the U.S. He has been turning
since 1978. Dale has demonstrated his
techniques at the AAW Symposium in Tacoma in
1999 and more recently at the Utah Symposium.
This year he will also demonstrate at the AAW
Symposium and will be traveling to England to
demonstrate at a symposium there. He is
currently the president of the Cascade
Woodturners, the AAW chapter in Portland.

The Saturday demo will be held at the Sapperton
Pensioners Hall from 9:30 am to approximately
4pm on Saturday, March 8th. There is a $15
charge to attend the demo. (If you can pay in
advance at the February meeting, it would be
appreciated.) The demo will include discussion on
how to cut a log to get different grain patterns in
the bowl. Dale will start the process with a log
and chainsaw, and will then rough out a bowl.
After a discussion of his drying process, he will
finish turn a bowl from a previously roughed out
blank. He will also show how he turns his
signature beaded bowls. It should be a great day!
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JANUARY INSTANT
GALLERY
Andrew Forrest, photos by John Flanagan

T

he first meeting of the year had a pretty
good turn out for the Instant Gallery.

Our good buddy Art displayed more of his hollow
forms. Four pieces, all maple with ebony rims.
All were carved, coloured and dyed.

Ross Pilgrim’s nested bowls.

Tom Byrom turned a nice birch bowl that he
finished with tung oil.
Ross Pilgrim had an unfortunate accident with
his set of three nested maple burl bowls. It was
supposed to be a set of four maple burl bowls.
The largest one met with an untimely end. All
were finished with tung oil.
Four carved and dyed pieces by Art Liestman.

Gary brought in a collection of things. Various
woods in the shapes of bowls and dishes.

Tom Byrom’s birch bowl.

Fred Baldwin’s koa bowl.
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buyers, it’s very good quality and he should have
no problem selling the other four. Rich Schmid
has been busy. Five nested bowls out of burl
maple, two maple bowls and a natural edged
vase finished with minwax and antique oil.
Thom Chadwick’s “sort of natural edged” oak
bowl had a true ring running around just below
the naturally warped wavy, partially turned
away rim. Turned green and then allowed to dry
and then re-turned, it was very interesting.

Larry Stevenson’s holly vase.

Fred Baldwin was showing off some more of that
fine koa he picked up in Hawaii. The koa was a
bowl. He also brought in a plum vase, both the
koa bowl and the plum vase were finished with

Bruce Campbell’s oak bowl.

Bruce Campbell was also participating in the
green turned, allowed to dry and warp, returned
oak bowl extravaganza. Oak has such a striking
appearance with those rays running through it.

Larry Stevenson’s winged bowl made of yew.

lacquer. A side project was a set of jam chucks
topped with old mouse pads for cushioning/grip.
Larry Stevenson had some absolutely beautiful
yew in the shape of a winged bowl and a holley
vase. Both were finished with Watco oil. His
second generation hollowing tool has found some

Bill Olsen’s spalted bowl.

Bill Olsen managed to turn the most spalted
bowl I’ve ever seen. Many coats of Poly All
were used.
Rich Schmid’s nested bowl set.
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TURNING A GAVEL
Larry Hancock

S

tart by cutting all the stock or the heads and
the handles square and a couple of inches
longer than the finished length. Always cut a
couple of extra blanks in case you find a defect in
the wood while turning.

Mike Mahoney’s demo platter.

Mike Mahoney’s demo platter made an
appearance as well. With a few more coats of
finish it will fetch a nice price at this years’ club
picnic.

Once the blanks are cut it’s time to start turning
but first it helps to have a size and pattern
selected for the gavels. There are traditional
shapes and sizes for different purpose gavels.
The largest size has a head 51/2" long by 3"
diameter and finished length of 15". Most judicial
gavels have heads around 4" long and a diameter
of 21/2" and an overall finished length of 101/2" to
11". Walnut is the most common wood used.
January’s President’s Challenge pieces.

The President’s Challenge was ball cups. The
bigger the cup the easier it is to catch the ball.
Judging by the selection that showed up some
people like more of a challenge than others.
We had entries from Tom Byrom, Ted Fromson,
Marco Berera, Ralph Myhill-Jones and
Steve Kent.

Use a 4-jaw chuck for most all my turning, the
squares center themselves in the chuck and
check the tailstock end for center, and then
tighten the chuck securely. Now you can
adjust the tool rest and round the blank for
marking out.

Next month’s President’s Challenge is something
with a Valentines theme. See you there.

This photo shows the use of a storyboard to mark
off the transition points for the handle and has
the diameters of the major areas written on it
along with a half profile of the pattern drawn on
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the edge. When you need to make several
duplicate pieces this is the easiest way to insure
they stay the same. The handle has been
roughed to shape and diameters sized. Now the
handle needs final shaping and sanding.

Once the shaping is done size the tenon that will
be threaded later with a sizing tool set the exact
diameter for the thread you will be using. Once
set the sizing tool will insure the exact same
diameter on all the handles.

have the head reversed and the second face
finished. With the piece in the chuck one face can
be cut and sanded to a fine finish but the face
closest to the chuck cannot be given the same
attention, so reverse in the next step so both
faces get the same treatment.
With a stronghold chuck and a set of collet jaws
with the aluminum inserts removed and dense
foam wrapped around the wood you will be able
to reverse the heads without marring them and
finish the second face. The tailstock center mark
is still in the end of the wood so it is easy to
recenter the head and tighten the chuck. Another
way to accomplish this without a chuck is to use
a waste block and turn a recess to jam the head
into. This method works just as well as the chuck
but be sure to measure the diameters of the
heads if turning more than one at a time and
start with the smallest diameter and work up so
you can enlarge the recess as the diameters get
larger to allow for any slight differences.

Here is the handle finished on the lathe and
ready to be parted off.
The heads are turned between centers to form a
round tenon for the chuck to hold and, using a
storyboard, I have already marked off the head
and sized the major elements to their diameters.
The head is shaped and sanded and ready to

When the turning is done, drill the heads either
on the lathe or in a drill press being very careful
that the hole is perpendicular and exactly
centered in the head.



Then use threading tools to make the threads for
the heads and handles and glue them together
and there you have a classic Gavel.

This article was reprinted from the Tennessee
Association of Woodturners February Newsletter. Check
out their web site at www.tnwoodturners.org.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
GVWG OFFICERS,
APPOINTEES AND
VOLUNTEERS

Fred Baldwin – Educational Co-ordinator

Guest presenters for upcoming meetings are as follows:
FEBRUARY 26, 2003 – Les Jovsa “The Wood Guy”
from Forintek Canada will talk about the Basics of
Wood Structure and Tree Growth.
MARCH 26 – This months theme will be either Thin
turnings and or square bowls by Jack Wayne of the
AAW Seattle Chapter.
APRIL 23 – Ron David from Vancouver Island will be
discussing/demonstrating design, function and thin
turning. (He currently has a show at the Hong Kong
Bank, downtown) .
MAY 28 – Have you ever seen soap stone turned on a
lathe? Phil Laliberte will demonstrate and give us
pointers on using this stone.
JUNE 25 – Michael Werner form the North West
wood turners will do a presentation on offset turning.
I have asked Michael to show us the “hands” he did
for the AAW symposium.
That’s all so far. For future meetings if you have any
suggestions please give me a call – 604-531-9395 or
email me at fbaldwin@shaw.ca.

LETTER TO THE GUILD
Dear Members of the Greater Vancouver Woodturners Guild,
The Pacific Woodworkers Guild has been holding an annual
2x4 Challenge for over 10 years. During this time, our
members have been inspired to produce many novel items
out of nothing but a simple 8 foot 2x4 and a bit of glue.
You can see a few of the great entries we have had over the
last 4 years at http://members.shaw.ca/pwwg/2x4.htm
As we have gotten increasing media coverage for this event
and members of other woodworking clubs have become
aware of the event, we’ve have been requested to open up
the event to other than PWG members. The PWG
membership recently voted to open the annual 2x4
Challenge to members of all woodworking clubs in British
Columbia and the State of Washington. Hence I would
personally like to extend an invitation to all members of the
Greater Vancouver Woodturners Guild to enter our 2003
2x4 Challenge.
The 2x4 Challenge will be held on April 15, 2003.
Rules and regulation along with an entry form is attached.
This information is also available online at
http://members.shaw.ca/pwwg/Docs/2x4EntryForm2003.pdf
An element of the challenge, which is much appreciated by
the public, is the presentation portion, in which the
participant describes the entry and often the trials and
tribulations of building the item using a single 2x4.
I look forward to your participation.
Regards,
Paulin Laberge
Secretary & 2x4 Challenge Coordinator
604-816-8225
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