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President’s Column

March 2012

- Ed Pretty

Well, for better or worse, you’re stuck with me. Just kidding, of course.
I made lots of noise about being nominated by the CPR (CP Railroad)
Nominating Committee but that was in jest and an effort to be little humble,
considering the confidence people seem to have in me. In truth, I wouldn’t
have stood for Vice President if I hadn’t been willing to take this next step.
Not that it’s mandatory, but it’s often the case (he said, trying not to scare
anyone off).
When the GVWG was formed I was a member of the FVWG – charter
member, in fact. At the time it was impossible for me to be a member of
both, although I tried for a year, but in 2008 I was back. Since its inception,
I admired the GVWG’s progressive nature. Everything I saw was all about
learning and that members were quick to help one another become a
better turner. I also liked the fact that there were so many keen people
working hard to make the guild a success. Our guild enjoys a healthy
‘critical mass’, which allows for a fair number of resources to draw upon
from within.
It is my hope that we will be able to carry on the tradition of helping all
members be the turner they want to be and have fun getting there. We
already have quality monthly demonstrations, Focus on Fundamentals,
Tech Talk, Focus on Form and Finish, Library, Instant Gallery, Turning
101, demonstrations and workshops hosted by visiting turners, an awardwinning newsletter and meetings that are generally a fun place to be. We
may even host another symposium but we must be cautious, balancing
a world-class opportunity with fiscal responsibility. Wow, that’s quite a list
when you put it all down on paper.

Table of Contents
President’s Column

1

Look Who’s Coming to Demonstrate

2

The Website

3

End Grain Hollowing

3

New Members Forum

4

Peter McLaren Demonstrates
Angled Chucks

5

GVWG Tech Talk – February 2012

7

Brentwood Mall Demonstration

8

President’s Challenge

9

Ed Pretty

Peter McLaren

The web-dude
Merv Graham
Ed Pretty

David Sweet O.C.
Bruce Campbell

Turning 101

10

Instant Gallery

11

Instant Gallery

12

Instant Gallery

13

Announcements

14

GVWG Officers,
Appointees & Volunteers

14

All of this will require continued participation from the membership as a
whole. That is what has made this guild a success. Even (no, especially)
if you are new, don’t hesitate to pitch in where needed whether it is set-up
and tear-down for meetings, helping out in some way at shows or assisting
on committees and the executive. You don’t have to be an experienced
turner and something that I learned early on – it’s the best way to meet
people and learn more by simple association with other members.
March’s President’s Challenge is
“Thin”
Remember the President’s Challenge is “Thin”. The objective in this
challenge is to bring your tool control to a little higher level.

NEXT MEETING

Wednesday, Mar. 23, 2012 - 6:30 pm
Sapperton Pensioners’ Hall
318 Keary St., New Westminster
Main Event:
Bill Cobb will be doing a presentation on
turning an ellipse using a jig.

Tech Talk Table:
Bruce Campbell will host a forum for your
technical questions.
Focus on Form and Finish:
Kerry Deane-Cloutier will moderate a critique
of your pieces.
Focus on Fundementals:
Ross Pilgrim - green bowls

March Food Suppliers:
Gary Bergdal, Gary Burns, Tom Byrom,
Bruce Campbell, George Capone, Robert
Carlson
April Food Suppliers:
Gerry Ciriani, Dennis Cloutier, Bill Cobb,
Gary Combrink, Gary Cormier, Wayne
Cornet
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Look Who’s Coming to Demonstrate
Peter McLaren

David Belser. http://davidbelser.com/ will be doing a demo for us on Saturday, Mar. 31.
David will be sharing with us his sources of creativity and his fearless attitude to explore new concepts.
He will demonstrate how his use of unconventional mediums of holding wood for turning, including Wax and
ice allows him to stretch beyond the conventional.
The class on April 1st will have each participant take home his/her own set
of spherical nested boxes. David’s club collaborated for a group entry to the
Hartford Symposium in 2010 and they took home 1st place for Artistic Merit.
Check out their Club Collaboration - http://www.gnhw.org/blogs/subgroups/gswtsubgroup/2010/10/hartford-symposium/
For the story of how David’s own club made out when challenged to create
sphere boxes check out pages 10-13 of their newsletter at http://gnhw.org/docs/
pub_oldSaw/oldsaw_2010_06.pdf
The all day demo is $30, and the class is $160, - max # in the class is 6
participants. At this time we are still looking for more participants for David’s class. For more details on
David’s work see the February newsletter.In May we have another unusual demonstrator who will not be
using the lathe, but who starts each artistic piece with a lathe turned project, mostly hollow forms.
Dixie Biggs will be demonstrating her step-by-step
process used to carve the ornate leaves and such on her
beautiful pieces. Check her website and think about the
possibilities of adding a carved feature to some of your
work.
http://dixiebiggs.com/gallery
The cost of the all day demo at Sapperton Hall on Sat.
May 5th is $30.
The hands on class on Sunday, May 6th will be held at
Art Liestman’s new studio and the cost will be $160 per
person. The class will be restricted to 8 students and we
only have one or two spaces still open. Both events start at 9am.
Tools & supplies students should bring as per Dixie’s explanation:
Rotary power carver – either micro motor or flex-shaft.
My personal preference, for what I do, is a micro motor. If you have a flex-shaft and are planning to
bring that, please check your maximum rpms. Some of the older ones max at 18,000 rpms. This will cause
some problems. The majority of my carving is done in the 25,000 – 35,000 rpm range. Also, if you bring a
flex-shaft I would recommend bringing a portable tool stand. Be sure to have a 3/32” collet for your carver.
Variety of carving burrs – Bring what you have, plus
Beginning recommendations from MDI Woodcarvers Supply www.mdiwoodcarvers.com 1-800-866-5728
(You will need 2)

and/or

stump cutter

#20-B5

$6.75

mini stump cutters

# 21-SET36

$4.95

and

# 21-SET39

$4.95

Diamond cutter set

#17-20SET

$9.50

Typhoon bur

# 37- 3F1Y

$12.95

Kutzalls bur

#12-3F1

$12.00
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For the class, you should bring a turned dome shaped disc about 6”-8” in diameter. Must be dry not
green. Cherry or maple would be good choices. Avoid woods with open grain or ones that may cause
allergic reactions. You mainly want a nice tight grain wood with no figure. This will enable you to practice
working on a curved surface, before attempting one of your turnings.

1 ¼” thick by about 6”-8” diameter dome shape disc works well. I make mine out of kiln dry board stock.
(I’ll have some for purchase if you don’t get around to it)
Bring safety glasses, dust mask and ear plugs. If you need magnifiers for detail work, don’t forget to bring
those. Optional: cushion to sit on.
Dixie also sent this bit of advice;
“If anyone wants to upgrade their carver, take a look at this one
http://www.woodcarverssupply.com/NEW-MICRO-PRO-CHAMPION-SET/productinfo/793800/
It’s the latest model of one that I have used for years and is very modestly priced. It’s a good little
workhorse. You’ll be happy with the ease of use if you switch to a micro motor. MDI wood carvers also has
a comparable model for about the same price.”
Contact Peter McLaren (mclaren47@shaw.ca) if you are interested in the class for either David or Dixie.

The Website
The web-dude

Just in case you’ve not noticed, the website has a
couple of new features. They are a weekly feature
link that should be of interest to most/some people
most/some of the time. Occasionally the links might
be a bit esoteric and not necessarily relate directly to
woodturning, but if you think laterally, you may find
some value/amusement. In other words, one week
might be devoted to a woodturning demonstration,

the next a lecture on art. Please find the link on
the main menu, left side as W5…. Updated every
week-end. Contributions to W5 are heartily accepted
by webmaster@gvwg.ca.
Also, to help you catch up on changes/additions to
website content, please find the Blog under A Look
Back, extreme right side of the main menu.

End Grain Hollowing
Merv Graham

Merv’s revised spindle work (see video clips for
details) and illustrated the end grain hollowing of a
small vase from a 4” branch as follows:
1. Setup: Mounting is initially between centers
with preferably a Steb driving center (tip: like
woodworm screws they also come with square
shoulders that lock directly into scroll chuck jaws,
saving remounting a chuck). If centered on the pith,
reaction wood of branches is less of a problem.
Use a spindle roughing gouge or skew to round the
outside roughly to shape, always remembering (A)
nchor, (B)evel, (C)ut and working from near the
edges to the ends, and increasing the start towards
the center, so as to cut any possible splinters in
short segments. Use a square beading tool or

parting tool (tip: old square bladed screwdrivers e.g.
Craftsman found at garage sales, which were solid
tool steel, can be ground to shape) to form a tenon
for mounting the end to be the vase foot.
2. Outside shaping: Using a skew (or spindle
gouge) to form shallow coves and decorative beads
and vee cuts (tip: rounded cross section skews work
better for planning cuts and square ones for beads).
Face up the top rim of the vase form with an end cut
using a skew.
3. Hollowing: Drill a starting hole down the center
with a long drill or push a spindle gouge down
(tip: masking tape is a useful depth stop). Use a
smaller (e.g. 3/8”) spindle gouge with pull cuts from
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the center to the outside progressively deepening
the hollow. When sharpening spindle gouges for
hollowing, a less acute angle is better as apposed
to the grind used for making narrow beads. As the
hollowing proceeds and the tool starts to overhang
excessively, swap to a larger spindle gouge and
bring the tool rest (preferably S shaped) closer
inside to provide support. A, B, C’s take some
mastering, so that in the arc of the pull cut, the
“sweet” spot of the bevel is rubbing and produces
shavings as it cuts the face grain (will just get dust
with end grain, hence the arc). Experimentation is
required and it is helpful to take notes and mark
positions of successful operations and angles. As
the wall becomes straighter, it is possible to use
push cuts from the rim inwards, since there is now
supporting grain and it is all face grain. Fingers are
natural calipers, providing the lathe is stationary.
4. Finishing the inside and outside: For exterior
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scraping, John Jordan’s negatively raked skewed
flat scrapers are extremely useful, especially
when held on an angle to give a shear scrape.
Many specialty scrapers (e.g. box scrapers) are
available for the interior and their cutting is likewise
enhanced by a negative rake and a shear action
(tip: a Continental/European (parallel walled) spindle
gouge makes an excellent interior scraper when
inverted and ground reverse to normal, with its flutes
being supported by the tool rest). The inside can be
sanded with a sand paper wrapped around a dowel
(not fingers) or with an extender to lengthen the
depth of a sanding pad held in an electric drill.
5. Finishing the base: Coles jaws, stepped
wooden over jaws or a jam chuck can be used to
grasp the rim, with the tailstock center supporting
the tenon end. As with bowl turning a gouge can be
used to nibble away carefully at the tenon, leaving a
nub which can be finished by hand.

New Members Forum
Ed Pretty

Puzzled? Don’t know where to start? What’s going
on over there? What was that guy’s name? What
the hell am I doing here?
I remember asking myself those questions when I
first joined the guild. I at least had the advantage of
belonging to the Fraser Valley guild so there were
a few familiar faces and I had half an idea what to
expect. I can definitely relate to what a new member
is experiencing, faced with the mob of people and
the bustle that is going on at meetings.
Generally, members are helpful but it’s a long
process to get familiar with the surroundings
and the goings on in the guild. Recently, thanks
to some motivation by a new member, we have
made a couple of small changes to help new
members get oriented; signs, information package,
that sort of thing. Recognizing that there needed
to be something more to help make the journey
easier and more enjoyable, we thought we would
take things to another level. To that end, the New
Members Forum (NMF) is an attempt to address the
needs of new members. This will be added to the
FOF (Focus on Fundamentals), TT (Tech Talk) and
FFF (Focus on Form and Finish) discussion groups
at the start of the meeting. Where we will set that up
is another question, but we’ll figure that out.
Because it’s new, this will be an evolving process
that will be driven by the needs of new members.
“New members” definitely does not mean just those

who are attending their first meeting. I know that
myself and a couple of others that have only been
here for a few years all recall stumbling around in
the dark for at least a year before getting a handle
on things. That means that “new” is a relative term,
so if you have questions about the guild that need
answering – or suggestions – join in the discussion.
Like the other discussion groups, there will be
a moderator(s) to facilitate the discussion. The
intention is to have one or more members who have
been here long enough to have a good idea of the
guild culture, how things work and when things
happen, yet not so long that they don’t understand
how it feels to be in unfamiliar territory.
Many new members have queried the “info@”
email address from the website prior to joining.
I am the “info@” guy so know that, for instance,
many are here to learn what tools and what kind
of lathe to buy. Many are unfamiliar with what is
actually going on in a meeting. Most don’t really
know anyone (name tags people, name tags) at the
start. Probably none know about all the educational
opportunities available. This is the place to get
answers to all those questions and hopefully get a
running start where it has taken many months in the
past.
Besides making the introduction to the guild a
smoother process, this is also a veiled attempt to
get members more involved in weekend demos and
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guild functions. I think it is not unusual that as a
new member, you may feel that you aren’t at a level
where you can join in on these activities. Nothing
could be further from the truth. All guild functions
and activities are there for the enjoyment of all
members and everyone should take advantage.
Part of the culture of this guild is bringing in world
class turners for weekend demos to teach us all.
“World class” shouldn’t scare you off if you are a
new turner; there’s something for everyone at these
demos. Believe it or not, these people put their

Page 5
pants on one leg at a time just like the rest of us.
Another part of the culture is activities such as the
Brentwood demonstration. These activities are great
places to learn by osmosis and get to know other
members. In the process, this discussion group will
help you learn the “what, why, how and when”.
This guild is a strong, innovative and passionate
group and I would like to see all of you being part
of that. Hope to see at least a few of you there at
the beta version of the New Members Forum next
meeting. It’s yours to shape as you see fit.

Peter McLaren Demonstrates Angled Chucks—
Vacuum Turning with a List
David Sweet O.C.

Peter McLaren is recognized as an early adopter,
often embracing unusual, different and/or innovative
woodturning techniques. At the February 22,
2012 meeting of the Guild, Peter demonstrated
his favourite set up for angled chucks used for
elliptical turning. This is a brand new technique
that he is credited with developing. He was first
inspired to consider it in October 2010 at the Circle
Craft Cooperative Association Christmas Market
where the Emily Carr University of Art and Design
pottery students (especially a student named Darcy
Greiner) were demonstrating their techniques.
“Elliptical turning is different than offset turning that
we have seen before,” described Peter at his demo.
“I first tried it in November 2010. I believe it is useful
to create unusual facets on the outside of bowls and
oddly contoured platters. I have yet to see anyone
turn a piece in this manner, so if there are turners
out there doing this I would love to meet them!”
Peter showed the Guild two accessories that allow
him to mount blanks and turn odd shapes. Firstly,
an aluminum hub that is machined to accept ABS
or PVC plastic pipe that he uses to form a precision
angled chuck (www.jtturningtools.com/vacuumchuck-hubs). He inserts a 4”x2” ABS plastic pipe
transition into the aluminum hub and then he trims
the 4” end of the ABS at the desired angle with a
straight, clean cut before adding closed-cell foam
(Michael’s: Creatology™ Foam Sheets). Not much
of an angle is needed. It is recommended that a
slight angle be used to start with to develop skills
when elliptical turning and working with blanks that
are turning eccentrically while cutting. Peter also
warned that caution is needed in using the typically
thin-walled ABS that is available locally because it
flexes quite a bit and is somewhat unstable. It is

also possible to turn one’s own vacuum cylinders
from hardwood and then to trim these at a straight,
clean angle before applying foam.

Secondly, Peter showed the audience an
extended live centre from Teknatool that he uses in
the tailstock (www.teknatool.com/products/Lathe_
Accessories/Centres/nlc.htm) to keep the tailstock
back along the lathe bed in order to gain access to
make cuts on the wobbling blank.
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cutting off a 1/2” wedge from the end of the ABS
transition. It is safest to use a bandsaw with a fine
blade (avoids grabbing the chuck) to make this cut
and to insure a straight edge is produced. Be sure
to clamp the chuck to the bandsaw’s mitre gauge
and that it is held firmly at the desired angle. Safety
first! Clean up the cut edge and add a piece of
pressure-sensitive adhesive-backed foam pad to
complete the chuck.

Peter describing the Teknatool extended live
centre
After Peter has the desired shape roughed out,
he concentrates on making final cuts and then
accentuates and refines the shapes and transitions
with fine rasps and a hand plane. These tools are
especially useful on the bottom of the piece, which
is difficult to finish on the lathe.

Peter McLaren demonstrating elliptical turning
using an angled vacuum chuck. The centre of the
blank is still mounted at the lathe’s centre axis, so
this is not offset turning.
With respect to the technical details, Peter
provided several nuggets of information for the
aspiring elliptical turner. He estimated that a 5°
angle on his ~5” chuck provided the best angle to
remove adequate material. In theory, one could cut
the chuck at any angle but Peter suggested that
anything more than 5° is probably not necessary
and a more acute angle could be extremely
dangerous.
The correct angle for Peter was produced by

As Peter discussed other technical aspects of this
vacuum mounting procedure, he suggested that
it might be possible to create a bowl with multiple
faceted sides by progressively rotating the blank
slightly on the angled chuck to cut facets in various
indexed positions. Plus, he speculated that one
could salvage platter blanks that had warped too far
out of the horizontal plane and so cannot be used
in a traditional mounting procedure. Additionally,
it would be possible to create a sloping rim that is
angled off of horizontal on a bowl. Compared to
what would be produced in a traditional mounting
procedure this could be quite striking.

Peter’s listing blank shown mounted on his ABS
angled vacuum chuck
Finally, Peter pointed out that for most of his
turning on his first elliptical piece out of his shop he
used a 1/2” bowl gouge. But he also tried one of the
EasyWood Tools scrapers employing a 4”-radius
carbide cutter (www.easywoodtools.com/ci1.php).
He enjoyed a lot of success with it because this
cutter tip is slightly curved so it is less prone to grab
or catch since the corners are recessed back from
the leading edge at the middle of the cutter. This or
any scraping tool will result in a much better surface
treatment than a bowl gouge in this elliptical turning
application.
Peter was careful at many places during his
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demonstration to point out that using this technique
comes with many inherent risks and is more
dangerous than turning while using traditional
vacuum-mounting procedures. Elliptical turning
using an angled chuck is different that a simple
offset mounting where one is alternatively cutting
wood then air. With elliptical rotations, the blank is
presented to the cutter and then moves back away
from the tool, so rubbing the bevel is quite a bit
more challenging.
Peter described that he started down this path

by recognizing a potentially interesting style
when admiring a display of simple white porcelain
shapes. This led him to think about how that shape
might be replicated on a wood lathe, which lead to
experimentation and resulted in this new technique.
He has been encouraged by his successes and
stated that he will continue to play with new “listing
chucks”. He is determined to reproduce the shapes
of those porcelain pieces that inspired him almost
two years ago. Peter asked the audience, “What
will you do with this new idea?”

GVWG Tech Talk – February 2012
Bruce Campbell

February’s Tech Talk was quite short with only two
items discussed:
Vacuum Hose I started the session talking about
hose and connectors for a vacuum system. When
I assembled my system I wanted to be able to
disconnect it without tools so quick-connections
made sense. High pressure fittings and hose are
easy to come by and inexpensive so I wondered if
they would work. I spoke to many people with high
pressure experience but none could verify if the
designs would work for vacuum. Finally I just tried it
using “M” type connectors and a 25’ pre-made high
pressure hose from the control tree to the pump.
Much to my delight they work fine. Now, I leave the
rotary adaptor on most of the time but when I want
it off the quick connector releases in just a second.
This is an inexpensive and effective solution and the
parts are available from many places.

Hand Drilling Rig We often want to drill a hole in
the center of our project either as a depth indicator
or to start off hollowing. For diameters over ½”
or if high accuracy is needed it is best to drill with
a Jacobs chuck mounted in the tailstock with the
appropriate Morse taper. But, it is possible to do
a lot of drilling holding the bit by hand. Some texts
recommend vice grips or pliers but there is a “nicer”
solution. I keep a lookout for burnt out power drills.
I tear them apart and save the Jacobs chuck. They
usually have a shaft attached to the back that can
easily be mounted in a turned handle. Then it is
simple to grip drill bits in the chuck and hand drill.
Keyed chucks have the advantage of being smaller
but keyless chucks are more convenient. Either
way, this is a nice addition to you toolkit.
Thanks for those who joined us last time and please
plan to bring your tech questions and answers to our
next session.

President’s Challenge for the next 5 months!
March:

Thin

April:

Surface texture or decoration. Alternate: an elliptical turning

May:

Something made from portions of turned elements

June:

A lost wood project

September:

Kitchen
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Brentwood Mall Demonstration
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President’s Challenge -

“a look back - what are you most pleased with that you have done?”
what would you change if you were to do it again?”

Des Wilson - Salad Bowl - 11x5 in - Cherry - Poly

Merv Graham - Suspended Vase
4x12 in - Black Locust and Lignum
Viute - WOP

Tom Byrom - Wine Stops

Keith Hudson - Vase
-3.75x10.5 in
Spalted Horse Chestnut
Mineral Oil

Marco Berera - Butterfly - Maple
Krylon, stain and Ink

Peter McLaren - First and Last - 8x8x2 in - Maple
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Turning 101

Cathy Friesen - Potpourri Bowl
Spalted Birch - Lacquer and Wax

Beverley Pears - Potpourri Dish
3.5x3 in - Apple - WOP

Kees Hof - Potpourri Pot - 4x2.5 in
Spalted Birch - Friction and Wax
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Instant Gallery

Barry Wilkinson - From Allan Carter Demo Cherry and Purple Heart
Tung Oil and Beale Polishing
Bruce Wood - Bowl - 11.75x2.5 in
Spalted Maple - Oil and Bees Wax

Bruce Wood - Plate - 9.5x1.5 in
Maple Burl - Oil

Bill Cobb - Bowl
5.5x4.5 in - Spalted Maple
Tung Oil and WOP

Barry Wilkinson
From Allan Carter Demo
Maple and Mahogany
Tung Oil and Beale Polishing
Art Liesman and Bruce
Campbell - Turned Box
2x4 in - Maple Burl - Wax

Chris Stiles - Clock - 8x5.5 in
Arbutus - Tung Oil
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Instant Gallery

Colin Delory - Inlayed Bowl - 7.5x3 in
Box Elder, Mahogany and Maple - Antique Oil
Bruce Wood - Plate - 12x1.25 in
Spalted Maple - OIl and Bees Wax

Ed Pretty - Oriental Brush Holder
16x7x3 in Black Walnut, Maple and Soap Stone
Tung OIl and Lacquer

Keith Hudson - Potpourri - 5x4.5 in
Denim Pin and Birds Eye

David Wagner - Natural Edge Bowl
7.75x2.75 in - Walnut - Tung Oil

Keith Hudson - Salad Bowl Set - Cherry
Mineral Oil and Wax

Merv Graham - Mini Vase - 3x3.5 in
Manitoba Maple - WOP
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Instant Gallery

Ross Pilgrim - Carter Class Piece
3.5x8 in - Maple Burl and Walnut
Tung OIl

Marco Berera - 4.5x18 in
Spalted Maple and Plexiglass

John Spitters - Suspended
Vessel - 2.5x5.5x10.5 in
Maple and Jatoba
Lacquer and WOP

Phil Vetra - Hollow Form - 5.5x2.25 in
Maple - Dye and Lacquer

David Wagner - Urn
3.75x7.25 in - Masur Birch
and Ebony - WOP

Phil Vetra - Box
2.25x3.5 in - Maple
Dye and Lacquer

David Wagner - Urn
3.25x6.5 in
Maple Burl - Tung Oil
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Announcements
Turning 101

Saturday, April 28th - A simple bowl. Sign up
with Gerry at 604.463.0760.
Pacifc Brant Carving and Art Show
Just wanted to let your members know we
have added a woodturning competition as part of
the Pacific Brant Show. All turners can compete
in two categories, functional and/or decorative
turnings. There are three skill levels from Novice
to Advanced.
All the information and an entry form is at:
www.thebrant.ca
The turning info is at http://alturl.com/59r2c
The show is in Sidney on Vancouver Island
on April 14 & 15. A special hotel rate of $89. has
been arranged at the Travelodge across the street
for the show.
We would love to see your members come
over and help us build the turning component of
the show. They are welcome to offer their work
for sale from the competition table or in the sales
table area (10% commision charged in the sales
table area.)
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