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Next Meeting:
Wednsday, June 26th, 2013 - 6:30 PM
Sapperton Pensioners’ Hall
318 Keary St., New Westminster

President’s Column - Ed Pretty
I was on the WOW site (World of Woodturners) the other day when I
stumbled onto an article written by Geoff Whaling, an Australian turner, on lathe
safety that I found far more enlightening than the standard list of “rules” that we
typically encounter. The AAW Lathe Safety Guidelines are irrefutable but while
they are absolutely valid, they don’t go too deeply into some aspects. Geoff’s article delves deeply into such things as research and planning, hazard identification,
preparation, fatigue and more. All of them either extend many points on other
lists or explore issues that others don’t mention. I had Ron include it in this newsletter. It’s a bit of a read but I urge you to take it all in. Even better, print it off for
future reference. It’s the kind of article that you can’t get all the value on the first
read.

September food suppliers:
Keith Ruttan, Ray Schifferns, Rich
Schmid, Brad Sieber, John Spitters &
Larry Stevenson

•

Tech Talk — Bruce Campbell will
host a forum for your technical
questions.

•

Focus on form and finish — Larry
Steveson will moderate a critique of
your pieces.

•

New members forum — How to get
the most out of being a member of
the GVWG.

The Port Moody Arts Council is holding the Port Moody Celebration of
Wood on July 20 at the Port Moody Arts Center, 2425 St. John’s St. in, of all
places, Port Moody. Des Wilson has asked us to participate by either volunteering
at their demo tent (much like our KMS or Brentwood displays) and/or entering
pieces in their gallery display. Des can be contacted at wilsontd@telus.net. Summer takes us in all kinds of directions but please set that time aside if you can. It’s
a great opportunity for yourself and for the guild. This is a great opportunity to
have your work seen by the public. Don’t be shy!
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At our last executive meeting we voted to REDUCE the cost of workshops by visiting demonstrators. One day workshops have gone from $160 to
$145 and two day workshops (rare) from $320 to $285. This is thanks completely
to KMS offering their training site free of charge to the guild. Gerry has been able
to offer incentives for Turning 101 as well for the same reason. Spare change
available for woodturning is always an issue for all of us. Hopefully this will make it
easier to attend workshops and 101.
Speaking of Turning 101, we felt that it was high time that we started to
offer prizes for entries on the 101 table at meetings. Our newer turners should
have a crack at the goodies the same as everyone else. Sometimes they have been
included in the President’s Challenge draw but now we will see that the 101 table
has its own draw. Considering that there are relatively few 101 attendees, the
odds are pretty good.

This month’s President’s Challenge is “Cover up”: a lidded box
or vessel, large or small.
September’s challenge is “Patent pending”: bring in your own
special tools or jigs that you have produced to make your life in the
workshop easier. A short written explanation to go along with each
piece might be a good idea.
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Lathe Safety from a Different Perspective - Geoff Whaling

Lathe/Workshop Safety Guidelines
Wood turner’s use a wide range of tools, materials and processes in their project activities, many of those substances
and processes may involve risks and hazards which if uncontrolled may present short or long term adverse health risks,
injury or death. You must read, understand and follow safety guidelines, safe work practices, and warnings in operator’s
manuals for the items and products you use.
Preparations before commencing a project
1. Research and Plan the processes and construction sequences for your proposed project. It is highly recommended that you seek training or advice and supervision from experienced turners if new to turning or you are taking on advanced projects.
2. Hazard Identification - implement a process of hazard identification and risk minimisation paying particular
attention to electrical and machinery safety procedures or tasks involving hazardous or flammable goods. Any identified task which presents a risk of severe, critical, life threatening injury or death no matter how unlikely must be managed by
implementing hazard reduction procedures immediately!
3. Manuals. Consult machinery, tooling, lathe and chuck manufacturer’s maximum speed or capacity recommendations, they exist for your safety, so DO NOT EXCEED them.
4. Reduce Hazards. Understand the likely hazards to be encountered, volatility and flammability of materials;
wood & other dusts; potential ignition sources; cut, crush, pinch, nip, kickback hazards; the speed, mass and impact
level of particles and objects, and other physical hazards intentionally or unintentionally created in the processes
used. Potential hazards include distractions from outside sources including animals and visitors.
5. Material Safety Data Sheets, Consult MSDS’s and technical bulletins for the materials you use. Follow recommended practices for handling, storage and use. Materials may be flammable or dangerous goods, or are known to
have short or long term adverse health reactions, some of which may be very fast acting, severe or life threatening.
6. Personal Protective Equipment. Acquire and use recommended PPE to meet the required protection standards for hearing, lung, face and eye protection and hazard exposure level for the proposed tasks and materials used.
Face / eye protection – recommended approved safety goggles or safety glasses with side protectors at minimum PLUS a full face shield for low impact protection; or a high impact face shield for higher impact protection.
Lung protection – mask, respirator or forced ventilation helmet to suit hazard level from toxic / spalted
woods, wood dust, fungi, solvents, sealers, and finishes used.
Hearing protection – ear plugs, and/or ear muffs appropriate for the noise level & duration of exposure experienced.
Foot protection – wear sturdy and preferably steel toe capped safety boots.
7. Prepare. Assemble the tools and materials required to complete a task and the personal protective equipment
required before commencing any activity on the lathe. Develop an emergency contact plan and have a means of
getting assistance if things go wrong.
8. Avoid Entanglement, ensure there are no loose items to present a risk of entanglement in rotating / moving
parts, remove rings, jewellery, and dangling objects, tie back long hair, preferably use a hair net, not a cap. Wear
sturdy close fitting clothes, tape sleeves and cuffs if necessary.
9. Ability. Be aware of your level of competence and the capacity of your lathe, machinery and tooling – do not
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over extend your abilities, tooling, machinery or lathes capacity without supervision and informed advice.
10. Fatigue. Do not operate workshop equipment whilst tired, under the influence of alcohol, prescription or
other drugs. Be aware that common prescription drugs may cause drowsiness or alter your perception. Some medical conditions or disabilities may require machinery modifications or require additional hazard and risk management
for implanted medical devices, partial blindness, hearing impairments etc.
11. Maintain personal protective equipment, machinery, dust extraction systems, lathes & tools in good serviceable
condition. Do not force a dull tool or use a tool for a purpose it was not designed or intended for, keep tools sharp
and clean for improved safer performance.
12. Familiarise yourself with the machinery, lathe controls, emergency stop features, positioning of switches, mains
power isolation, fire extinguishers, check that all safety features and machinery guards are in place and functional and
ensure that you maintain safe access to them.
Commencing a turning project
13. Examine turning blanks or spindle stock for splits, cracks, foreign bodies, knots, checks, bark pockets, irregularity of shape, balance, protuberances etc. Trim & stabilise before commencing lathe activities or machining. Ask yourself is it worth the risk?
14. Isolate the lathes power supply, before mounting a turning blank or adjusting belt positions on the lathe or before effecting repairs to the lathe. Avoid accidental start ups.
15. Holding Techniques. Understand & follow recommended safe practices & instructions for the proposed work
holding method, wood screw, face plate, mechanical chuck, glue or jam chucks etc and the load capacity of the glues,
screws & bolts used with them. Turning between centres ensure the work piece is firmly mounted between the
headstock drive centre and tailstock live centre. Get assistance or use lifting aids for heavy blanks.
16. Recommended Turning Speed is determined by diameter and dynamic balance of turning blank, slow speed
for larger diameter bowls / platters and or unbalanced work; higher speeds for small diameter spindle work, smaller
diameter bowls and pieces that are balanced. Consult and DO NOT EXCEED lathe and chuck manufacturer’s maximum speed or capacity recommendations. A guide to safe turning speeds is Bowl or spindle blank diameter (in inches) x
lathe RPM = 6000 to 9000; however this must be adjusted down for unsound blanks. Use and maintain tailstock support for as long as is practical.
17. Lathe Direction. If your lathe has a reverse feature, ensure that you use a securing grub or set screws on face
plates and chucks when running in reverse or use manufacturer’s approved accessories and follow their recommendations.
18. Adjust the tool rest height and banjo position to suit the blank and turning tools.
19. Select Appropriate Turning Tools for the task at hand. Be aware that some tools, shapes or grinds offer
considerable advantages over others and that some tools are known to be very hazardous in particular inappropriate
uses, e.g. do not use spindle roughing gouges to true up face grain bowl blanks.
20. Habit. Form checking habits / routines before turning on the lathe – always check PPE; spindle locks are disengaged; remove chuck keys, adjusting tools and knockout bars; check firmness of all clamps; hand rotate the turning
blank at least one full turn before starting the lathe. Check the dynamic balance and consider the use of dynamic
balance systems to reduce vibration of large blanks.
Starting the lathe

21. Verify the lathes is in the “Off” position and variable speed control is adjusted to zero or belts are positioned at
the recommended setting for the proposed task before reconnecting the lathes power supply. Ensure “forward” is
selected if the lathe has a reversing feature. Ensure your PPE is adjusted correctly and is being worn!
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22. Stand Aside - outside the “red zone” or “firing zone”, an area considered the most hazardous and most likely
area for a work piece or part of it to fly off when starting or performing tasks on the lathe. It is an area directly behind and in front of the spinning work piece or perpendicular to the lathe bed or turning axis for adjustable headstock lathes.
23. Perform a last check & Power Up the lathe keeping a hand over the off switch in case an emergency shut
down is required or if excessive vibration occurs.
24. Observe the dynamic balance of the blank and speed and adjust speed as required with variable speed control if
fitted to minimise vibration. Observe recommended speeds!
25. Stop & Check the lathe, check the work piece is still mounted securely and that all clamps are still secure etc.
When satisfied restart the lathe. Remember the PPE!
Commencing tasks on the lathe

27. Position your self comfortably in front of the lathe, maintain proper footing and balance at all times and particularly before commencing a cut. Have a dry run with the lathe off if necessary to check range of body and tool movement required etc. NEVER over reach, or attempt to reach across a running lathe to access tools or other materials,
stop it first. Minimise positioning your body in the “Red Zone” where ever possible. Place tools in easily accessible
locations and avoid placing tools or other items behind the lathe, on headstocks, or lathe beds without appropriate
accessories to prevent them falling.
28. Place turning tool firmly on the tool rest, holding the tool in a neutral cutting position before commencing a
supported controlled cut. The tool must always contact the tool rest before contacting the rotating blank. Tool grip
should be sufficiently firm and comfortable. If the tool requires very firm pressure or force to commence a cut or to
control, stop and check tool sharpness, direction of rotation etc. Use trim cuts to balance the blank first then commence shaping cuts.
29. Routine, shut down the lathe before adjusting tool rest height & position. Always remove the tool rest before
sanding, finishing or polishing operations. Check PPE!
30. Stay Alert, look and listen to what is occurring. Often a noise or sound will alert a turner to a sudden or gradual change to the stability of the turning blank. Stop & investigate strange noises or occurrences immediately.
31. Learn from your successes & failures; & safe methods to reverse mount work pieces to finish off the bottom or
to complete multiple chucking / mounting operations if required.
32. Safety - implement safe practices. Do not use large pieces of cloth to apply finishes to rotating work pieces, use
paper towels as a safer option. NEVER wrap cloths, sandpaper or burnishing wires, around fingers or hands. Do not
insert fingers into small openings in rotating work pieces.
Finishing for the day or temporary breaks.
33. Isolate & Make Safe. NEVER leave a lathe (or any machinery) running unattended. Turn power off and ensure the
lathe (or machine) is isolated and comes to a complete stop before leaving it. Consider installing no volt protection
switches (in case of power failure or improper shut down) and lock out devices if necessary to isolate or prevent unauthorised use.
34. Housekeeping, Pay attention to good housekeeping practices. Remove waste regularly, use correct disposal
methods especially for cloths, paper towels and steel wools used to apply oil and other finishes. Delayed spontaneous combustion may occur in favourable environmental conditions. Return tools to their place & arrange any necessary repairs.
Please do not become complacent about your safety!
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Be safe, have fun, explore and enjoy wood turning. If you are supervising a learner or another turner, be aware that
you are responsible for the safety of both parties, offer praise and advice in a non threatening manner, and be firm
when unsafe practices are employed.
Refer to manuals, safety procedures, technical bulletins and Material Safety Data Sheets often and particularly when
using new tools, machinery or products. Take the time to constantly review hazard reduction procedures and adopt
risk minimisation strategies in your workshop. Check your environment, mechanical and electrical safety, lighting, ventilation, dust control etc, and the hazards and risks of the task/s you are about to undertake.
Be aware that in your area, machinery, electrical, health and safety legislation may exist to control, restrict or prohibit
some activities or procedures. You may be legally liable for injuries or damage caused to others or face potential
prosecution for breaches under existing legislation.
It is an unfortunate fact of life that some incidents will always occur despite all the best intentions, or adopting safe
procedures and education programs, because humans are adventurous and curious, they are also fallible and make mistakes for various reasons, or become complacent.
By adopting safe routines we can at least control most hazards and minimise risk.
“It’s certainly not good enough for you to do nothing.”
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Turning 101 May 2013 - Cathy Friesen
On May 11th Claudia Hayward walked us through the
steps to make a
natural edge
bowl.

We began, like
last month, by
turning a green
piece of maple
into a bowl blank
to be dried at
home for future
use. This time
we also needed
to be conscious
of turning the piece to maintain the bark on the bowl
edge. Claudia and Gerry arranged for everyone to use
dovetailed jaws as a follow-up to Jimmy Clewes’ demonstration the
previous
weekend.
We discussed the
difference in
the shape of
the tenon
and the
strength of
the dovetail
grip.
After lunch
we were
each given a
dry bowl
blank to
complete
the project. This month Claudia and Gerry challenged us
further by providing bowl blanks with irregular sides.
Turning and sanding an irregular shaped bowl was much
different than a round bowl.
Thank you again to Claudia and Gerry for sharing your
time and experience with us. Thank you too to KMS
Tools for supplying the venue and equipment for our
class.

Many thanks to
Gerry Vickers
for coordinating the venues,
supplies, volunteers and participants for all
of the Turning
101 classes in
2012/2013. The opportunities to learn new techniques
and skills have been fabulous.

Gerry’s tireless efforts are very much
appreciated.

Join us in
September
for a new
season for
Turning 101.
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Tech Talk May 2013 - Bruce Campbell
We had yet another great Tech Talk in May. If
you were not there here is what you missed…
We started off with an interesting problem.
Harry had a nice cedar bowl that he had tried to sandblast
using crushed glass and had very poor results. After some
discussion we concluded that the problem was the abrasive. In my (admittedly limited) experience glass beads are
much more effective but also much more expensive
(about 5 times). Still, if you are after that nice raised-grain
effect glass beads are the way to go.
Next, Dennis presented an along-the-log vase
with a cracked foot where the pith was a little off-centre.
He wondered a) how to prevent it and b) what to do with
it now. The general consensus was that the foot was left
too thick and that lead to the cracking. As to what to do
about it the discussion ranged from "leave it alone - it
looks great” to "carve multiple feet" to "fill it with coloured epoxy" to "fill it and paint it black". I think the takeaway message was as it always seems to be. These things
are not failures - just opportunities to try something else.
And, Dennis, we are anxious to see what you decide to
do.
There were questions about what I had used to
colour the Wipe-on Poly I presented last month. I used
oil-based paint. I think the rule to follow is that any paint
that is dissolved by the same solvent as the Poly will mix
nicely with it. Once again, what I found most enjoyable
about it is the amount of control I get when applying it to
spalted wood. Instead of getting blotches like when using
dyes or inks, I can get a more even colour. It is easy to do
and can be made up is small batches so give it a try.
Mixing into small batches of finishes lead to the
question of storing finishes and Claudia reminded us not
to use plastic containers. The solvent in finishes very often has an appetite for the plastic and your container can
literally be eaten from the inside out. The result is quite a
mess - guess how I know.
That led to another discussion of trying to rejuvenate finishes. The general consensus was that it simply
does not work. Once it gets too thicken it is time to buy
a new batch. I have discovered, however, that I can thin
CA glue if I need too. As it gets older the thick stuff can
get too thick but a squirt of thin CA can thin it out so it
can be used. But - fair warning - when it gets to that point
it really is getting too old and should only be used in a

pinch.
Dennis brought a finished piece of Redwood but
was not satisfied with the finish achieved by Wipe-on
Poly which had a shallow hazy look. His question was
what other finish to try. My suggestion was polymerized
Tung Oil. It penetrates well into the wood and should
give a deeper, richer look to the finish. Wipe on, wait 5
minutes and wipe off, let dry (usually overnight), sand
out using 600-1200 grit and repeat. Tung oil is a building
finish where each layer bonds fully with the layer below
so you can build as many layers as you want. But, three
or four layers are usually enough.
Finally, in these Tech Talks I strive NOT to talk
about specific products by name unless it is to say positive things. However, it is unavoidable in this case. A
member reported tearing the scroll gear from his
VicMarc VM100 chuck when tightening it. Once this
happens it is impossible to use the chuck and the scroll
plate must be replaced. It is possible to get replacement
parts but I recommend that you also replace the jaw
guides as both could have been damaged in the failure.
Over the years I have seen this several times with
VicMarc and don't know if keeping them lubricated with
something like silicon spray might help to manage the
problem.

As you can see, we had another lively and enjoyable session. Join us for our last one of the year at
the June meeting and bring along your questions and
innovative solution to our technical topics in turning
table (now how’s that for alliteration).
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Turning 101 Schedule - Gerry Vickers
Turning 101 will start up on Saturday September 14, 2013, held at KMS Tools. We will start with the missed June 8th,
2013 session. No new turners at this session. Anyone interested must call me to verify a spot 604 463 0760

The rest of the schedule (held at KMS Tools class rooms, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM), is open to all new turners, is as follows:

October 12th, 2013—Between centers
November 16th, 2013—Christmas decorations
December 14th, 2013—Candle stick
January 11th, 2014—Simple bowl
February 8th, 2014—Tea light
March 8th, 2014— Potpourri dish
April 12th, 2014—Lidded box
May 10th, 2014—Wall clock
June 14th, 2014—Turning for fun

All sessions will start with lathe and tool safety, and then a practice of beads and coves.

Classes will be limited to six (6) students only, and students must have registered and paid at the meeting prior to
attending.
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Turning 101

Bob Askew - Natural Edge Bowl - Maple - Oil and Varnish

Bruce Wood Boxes

Keith Ruttan - Apple - WOP

Instant Gallery

Bill Cobb - Bowl - 10x5 in - Locust - Tung Oil

Bill Cobb Plate - 7.5x1 in - Pear - Tung Oil
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Claudia Hayward - Platter - 14x2 in -

David Sweet - Canadian Botanical Assn Annual Award

Maple - WOP

Platter - 10x1.5 in - Quilted Maple - OIl Poly Blend

Colin Delory - Segmented Bowl - 8.5x.5 in Maple Walnut Holly and Dogwood - WOP

Dennis Houle - Platter - 8x.5 in Ambrosia Maple - WOP

Colin Delory - Segmented Bowl - 11x5 in Maple and Cherry - WOP
Dennis Houle - Platter - 14x1.5 in - Ambrosia
Maple - WOP
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Dennis Houle - Platter - 16x1.5 - Ambrosia Maple - WOP

Dennis Houle - Wall Clock - 18x15x1.5 in - Cedar Burl - Spray Polyurethane

Des Wilson - Natural Edge Box - 4x5 in - Plum and Cocobolo - Poly

Des Wilson - Platter - Maple - Analine Dye and Poly
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Ed Pretty - The Caress - 6x15 in - Maple - Milk Paint

Jim Johnson - Eye of Pharaoh - 18 in - Maple - WOP and Alcohol Dye
and Texture

Jim Johnson - Eyes of The Tiger - 4x5 in and 7x9 in - Quilted Maple WOP(1)

Keith Hudson - Clam Shell Box - 4x1.5 in - Maple
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Keith Hudson - T Light Holder - 3.5x3.25 in - Fig - Oil

M Meerman - Warped Bowl - 10x3 in - Cherry - Wax

Merv - Chinese Box - 8x8x3 in - Maple - Lacquer

Merv - Clam Shell Box - 3.5x1 in - Maple - Tung Oil
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Olaf - Bowl - 10x2 in - Maple - Dye WOP and Lacquer

Robert Carlson - Bowl - 7.5x3.5 - Monkey Puzzle - Tung Oil

Robert Carlson - Bowl - 8x4 in - Monkey Puzzle - Tung Oil

Ron Kredba - Fruit Bowl - 8.5x3 in - Cedar - WOP
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President’s Challenge - “Grade A: A Dozen Eggs in an Egg Carton”

Barry Wilkinson - 2 Dozen Eggs - Tung Oil

Bill Cobb - Jumbo Eggs - Pear and Maple - Tung Oil

Lance Rossington - Dozen Eggs - WOP and Beeswax

Laurie Griffiths - 12 Eggs - Maple Yellow Cedar Yellow Hart and
Purple Hart
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M Meerman - Scrambled Egg - Cherry

Merv - Emu Egg Box - 2.75x5.75 in - Chestnut Stained and Lacquered

Marco Berera - Eggs - Birch - .44x.63 in - Birch

Merv - Dozen Eggs

Merv - Ostrich Egg Box - 5.5x7.5 in - Maple Lacquer
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Classified
For Sale:
Used 4 x 6 utility trailer for sale comes with ramp for easy access. The trailer is steel construction and has a solid
axle with leaf and coil suspension. There are also new tires and rims.
Contact Jim Johnson
Ph # 604 937-3275
jjdad@shaw.ca

For Sale:

Wood Lathe, manufactured by a German craftsman who built it to make wood patterns. The table is 6 feet long and
put in from the center of the truck to the table is 18 inches allowing 36 inches of round spinning. Off the end of the
unit you can turn approximately 8 foot round items. Very heavy duty unit weighing approximately 4000 pounds.
There is no other wood lathe like it for large projects, with many speeds for turning. It is priced for a quick sale at
$2,500.00.
For any questions please call (604) 831-8842

Volume 15, Issue 6

June 2013

Page 18

GVWG Officers, Appointees & Volunteers
President
Ed Pretty

604.888.5967

Librarian
Gerry Vickers

604.463.0760

Vice President
Bruce Campbell

604.944.3028

Food Chief
Marco Berera

604.274.7594

Secretary
Kees Hof

604.420.7795

FOF Coordinator
Neva Hilliard

604.462.9476

Treasurer
Ken Kimberley

604.536.2683

Turning 101
Gerry Vickers

604.463.0760

Members At Large
Tom Byrom

604.929.1766

Bill Fowle

604.466.2150

Newsletter
Ron Hadar

Harry Harteveld

778.881.2422
editor@gvwg.ca

Steve Kent

604.937.0145

Olaf Lepper

604.307.6005

John Spitters

778.783.0098

Digital Photography
Bill Fowle

604.466.2150

Webmaster
Educational Coordinator

Steve Hansen

Steve Kent

604.937.0145

Larry Stevenson

604.940.9780

Bruce Campbell

604.944.3028

604.585.0638
webmaster@gvwg.ca

