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Well, this will be my last President’s Column. I would like to thank all
of you for your cooperation over that last two years and in particular those
who have served on the executive, in special rolls in our programs and all of
the “basic function” jobs that keep things running. I recently created a list of all
guild rolls and it is extensive. Once complete – and it took a while because of
all the “Oh, and don’t forget…” – I was amazed at the number of functions
that it takes to keep the doors open. Our guild is a special organization that
wouldn’t be anything special if it weren’t for the activities that we engage in
that provide all the learning opportunities that we have. It’s tough to meet the
needs of both new and experienced turners as well as everything in between.
Sometimes the emphasis seems to be on one area or another, but over time I
think most people’s needs are met. Again, thank you to everyone for your
participation, even for helping set up and clean up the hall.
Some of you may have caught the CTV News on February 4 featuring
our own Maarten Meerman in the “Last Word” portion of the newscast. This
was an extension of an item also featuring Maarten in the Surrey Now newspaper the week before. Vic Leach, who is part of the Pensioners Hall organization instigated the whole thing in the beginning, so “thank you” Vic. For those
of you who didn’t happen to see the item, Maarten has posted the news clip
on his website www.nanotray.com. Maarten will be signing autographs before
the start of the next meeting. J Congratulations, Maarten.
I was a little disappointed to see only one entry in the president’s
challenge other than my own last month. Besides myself, Beverley Pears entered her version of the “Jacks” but no other, so thank you Beverley. I was
hoping the instructions would take the mystery out of it but perhaps I pushed
the challenge a bit too far. Having said that, I think there is still life in this challenge.
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Every year there is a Chapter Challenge at the Annual AAW Symposium. Typically there are only a few entries with a winner being declared in a
couple of categories. Several years ago our chapter won first prize with “I
Scream”, a large ice cream cone with smaller cones coming out of the ice
cream of the large cone. The Chapter Challenge is a great way to have some
fun as a group and gain recognition as a chapter of the AAW.
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Presidents Column, continued - Ed Pretty
I think I’ll stop short of outright fame and fortune, however. J I would like to get a group together to make an
outsized set of Jacks for the Symposium in June. Apparently there are ten jacks in a set as well as a ball. What I am proposing is a set that has large jacks like the one I presented and a ball of equal scale. As many of you may recall, most
people’s jacks were all dinged up with some paint chipped here and there, so they could appear brand new or
“distressed” – or in whatever appearance the maker wants. The only common element would be that they are of equal
scale. I’m in, so if there are ten (or more…or less) of you interested we will have a group. Nothing says we have to
keep it to ten pieces either. There will be logistical issues getting the set there and back but no sense worrying about
that right now. I think this is an opportunity to have some fun as a group and of course there’s the challenge. If you are
interested please see me at the next meeting or email me at efpretty@shaw.ca. It’s a Chapter Challenge, meaning the
group should be representative of the guild membership, so turners of all skill levels are encouraged and welcome. Let’s
give it a shot just for the hell of it.
Some members have stepped forward for the key positions on the executive board but we are still short a
couple of people for Members At Large positions. We’ve had some interest in some of the “workaday” responsibilities
in the guild as well, so thank you to those who have stepped up.
I received a request from the Vancouver Island Carvers Club for woodturning entries in their Pacific Brant
Show in Sydney on April 5 and 6. They provided all the entry information so I passed that on to Ron. While it cannot be
put in the newsletter in it’s PDF form, Ron will be happy to send anyone who wishes the forms and information provided. Further information can be found at www.thebrant.ca. I would encourage anyone to enter this competition.
There are Novice, Intermediate, Advanced and Expert levels so no need to think that you aren’t good enough. Entering
a competition is the best way to push yourself just a bit (or a whole lot) past your level, whatever it may be. I’ve got a
couple of ribbons on my wall that I am pretty proud of, but what I am more proud of is that the work that I produced
for those ribbons was far beyond what I thought I was capable of at the time. There’s enough time to get something
together for entry in this competition – so get on it! Further information can be found at www.thebrant.ca.
I hope to see some multi axis piece in the president’s challenge this month. At stake are the pieces that Barbara
Dill turned at her demo in December, so this is your chance for a “Barbara Dill original”. The challenge next month is
pretty simple – or not. J I would like to see a small rice bowl with a set of chopsticks. The bowl is a nice touch but if
you don’t get to that I wouldn’t worry. The real challenge is the chopsticks. Usually they are in the 6” to 8” range and I
want you to turn your chopsticks with a skew. You may already be proficient in the use of the skew but if not, the key
to this is the “ABC” of turning: anchor, bevel, cut. As always, the design is up to you and of course there are a couple of
different styles from “all round” to “square and round”. My guess is the “all round” ones will be the easiest even though
the round portion is longer than the round portion the “square and round”. That’s the only hint you get. J And
Maarten… if you make them so small that I have to use a magnifying glass, I also want to see the skew that you used.

By the way, if you ever think that you have it tough, you might want to check out:
http://www.wimp.com/stoolshandmade/
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Tech Talk - Bruce Campbell
Hi Everyone and welcome to another year of Tech Talk. Here are the highlights of our session last month.
Teruo found a very clever way to protect his elbow from being poked with the live center of his Oneway. He found
that an empty plastic bouillon cube bottle fit perfectly over the live center. So he glues a rare earth magnet to it. When he is
not using the live centre he slips the bottle over the live centre and the magnet holds it in place. When he needs the centre he
just pulls the bottle off and sticks it to the body of the lathe for easy storage. Inexpensive, easy, simple, and effective.
Recently we talked about NOT using gloves when turning. Tom reported that he often uses a leather glove to protect
his hand when he is roughing. We all agreed that that sort of glove is OK. I even suggested cutting off the fingers to prevent
them from filling with sawdust. The previous discussion was about latex that can stick and grab. Dave reported that it can be
very bad because when the glove tears it can roll up making a very strong band that can pull you hand into the lathe. So, protective leather gloves OK – thin rubber or latex gloves NOT so good.
We chatted about using calipers to determine diameters when doing spindle work. I sometimes use cheap venire calipers but I grind ends to round them over. They don’t catch as much that way. Other use Outside Diameter (OD) calipers.
Again, care should be taken to round the ends so they don’t grab so badly. Alas, they still do. They also tend to “creep”. That
is, they go out of measure (usually bigger) and need to be reset periodically.
I found a wonderful tool called a Galbert Caliper that allowed me to get rid of all my other spindle calipers. Have a
look at the video and if there is a fair amount of spindle turning in you near future you might consider buying one of these,
www.petergalbertchairmaker.com/videos/introvideo.html
Bev brought a box made from seriously splatted wood and while the main shape was nice she wanted to know how to
deal with the heavy tear-out in the bottom (end-grain). The first recommendation was having really sharp tools and the next
was using a negative-rack scraper. She said both had failed her. Another suggestion was to soak the bottom in CA, pentathol,
or similar stabilizer. Most of these techniques are expensive and have undesirable side effects like staining the wood. I suggested a simple technique. Rough out the box and then put it in the freezer with and inch of water in it. When it is frozen put
it back on the lathe and turn it to finish while frozen. Then set it aside to thaw before finish sanding it. This approach is effective and does not leave stains or marks. Give it a try.

Tom wanted to know how to clean his lathe after turning some wet wood and getting called away before cleaning up.
Two acids are talked about – phosphoric and muriatic (hydrochloric). Both are highly corrosive and poisonous and I don’t recommend them. I use steel wool or 220 grit sandpaper and a sanding block. Then apply a thin layer of wax to help the banjo and
tail stock to slid.
The next question was if having reversed on the lathe is really that much of an advantage. Almost everyone agreed
that it is a great advantage, especially when sanding. This lead to a discussion of how to install a reverse switch in a General 25200. I can say that it is possible but you must use a three position switch with a neutral in the middle. To change direction stop
the lathe, throw the switch to the middle and then the other side and turn the lathe on again to change directions. WARNING
– if you try to switch directions without a 3-position switch while the lathe is under power you right some nasty electrical smell
and a big repair job. If you want to try this come chat with me first.
Dave talked about having pieces grabbed from his hands when using a buffing system. This is a common challenge and
he had worked out a clever way of letting the head of his pepper mill spin on the mill rather than holding it my hand. Good
trick, Dave. Then I suggested he try French polishing right on the lathe. While it is tedious to do this on furniture it is real easy
on the lathe. Get a lint-free cloth, some oil (I use mineral oil ‘cause it’s cheap and non-toxic), a little 400 grit sandpaper and a
spray can of lacquer (I use Zinser Bulls-Eye but any other will do). While the project is spinning wet the cloth with oil and then
spray the lacquer onto the project. Wait a few seconds and then rub it in with the cloth. Repeat this three of four times until
you feel the finish building up. Then gentle sand between the next 4 to 6 coats. I love doing this because the beauty of a French
polish can be accomplished in just a few minutes and it does not matter how dusty your shop is. Give it a try.
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Tech Talk - Continued
We ended the evening with one of the people who took the Mike Jackofsky class talking about the value of his
careful and clear instruction. He wanted everyone to know just how valuable it is to take these classes when they are so
readily available. I cannot agree more. I have had the great pleasure of talking more than 25 classes from GVWG demonstrators and I cherish the experience from every one of them. Especially if you think you are not good enough to take a
class, you should take a class. The information you will gain far outweighs the cost in dollars and time.

Hope you can join us next time. Bring your tips, tricks, and question and join in the lively discussion.
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André Martel Visits the GVWG

André Martel is best known for producing end-grain turnings using a hook
tool that allows cutting from the center to the outside when turning vessel interiors,
therefore cutting with the grain. Normally, a controlled cut in this direction in a vessel
with any depth is impossible with a standard bowl gouge. Rather than describing the
tool in ten thousand words, check out photos on the website noted below.
André hales from St. Césiare, Quebec, so is one of our own. Although he
demonstrated for the guild in 2006, it was has been long enough in the past to class him as a new attraction. I understand that he is an effective and entertaining demonstrator. Merv Graham wrote an article about his demonstration at
that time:
Andre has taught woodturning for the past 30 years. He’s demonstrated widely in North America and Europe including several AAW symposia. His website is http://martel.public.netc.net/. Andre is known for developing the
Martel hook tool - a refinement of the traditional hook tool used for end grain turning. He is known for making
thin walled end grain turnings such as lampshades. He is an excellent instructor, showing how to cut the wood
efficiently, working with the grain to get the best results. He also makes exceptionally good calipers.
Personally, I have a couple of André’s hook tools but have not yet mastered their use, mainly because I seldom
turn end grain material for bowl forms. On the other hand, I have one of his very versatile bowl calipers and use it all
the time, while two others that are not nearly as versatile hang on the rack. Look forward to a very masterful demonstration of the this style of end-grain turning as well as other techniques that he has mastered over the years.
As always, I would encourage all members to consider attending even though you may not presently employ
the demonstrator’s particular style. All demonstrators bring with them a host of techniques and wisdom that applies to
woodturning in general, so the session is always well worth the price of entry. And who knows, you may find the demonstration ignites something that takes you in a whole new direction!
André will be demonstrating at the Pensioners’ Hall on May 3. The usual time will be from 9 until approximately 3 or 4 and
the cost is $30 at the door. A workshop will be held the following day – May 4 – starting at 9 at the KMS training room at 925 Tupper St. in Coquitlam (immediately west of the retail store). Cost of the workshop is $145, reduced from the original $160 thanks to
the generous provision of the room and equipment for free by KMS.
Again, admission for the demo is at the door with no limit to the attendance. To secure a spot in the workshop, payment
to Treasurer Ken Kimberley is required: First come, first served for 5 spots only
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Collaboration Opportunity

At the meeting on February 26th I briefly mentioned the opportunity to collaborate with another guild in a
completely different medium than our own. The Greater Vancouver Weavers’ & Spinners’ Guild is inviting any other
artisans to participate with them in their show in the summer and fall or 2015, so there is lots of time to prepare.
Speaking from experience, I collaborated with a silk weaving group last June and it was a very rewarding experience.
Even though the two mediums (wood and fabric) don’t seem to have any common ground, it is the perfect framework
to cause you to stretch your creative abilities exactly for that reason. Read the email that I received below and consider
attending their “ice breaker” on May 15, 2014. I believe I will attend this function. If you are interested, let me know at
efpretty@shaw.ca. Please feel free to contact Diana Herbst at her email or phone noted below.
… and Greg and Merv, I bet they will be interested in your yarn bowls
2015 has been designated as the Year of Craft in Canada. It is also the 80th anniversary of the Greater Vancouver
Weavers’ & Spinners’ Guild. To celebrate the Year of Craft and our anniversary, members of our Guild would like to partner and
collaborate with artisans from other craft guilds to create items that could be exhibited or presented in a fashion show sometime
during the summer or fall of 2015. Examples of items might be a knit shawl of hand spun wool with a hand-crafted metal,
wood or ceramic shawl pin, a hand woven jacket with metal hand-crafted buttons, ceramic dishes with complementary hand
woven table linen or even a piece of sculpture involving fiber, wood and/or metal. Members of the Vancouver Metal Arts Association are interested in such a collaboration, but we would like to have other craft guilds join us in this venture. Would your guild be
interested?
If your guild would like to be involved, we would like to invite your members to our May meeting, which is a potluck social. Each person should bring a potluck dish, their business or art cards and a couple samples of their work. We will organize an
ice breaker activity to get people to mingle and meet other crafters. The meeting is at the Aberthau Cultural Centre, 4397 West
2nd Ave, Vancouver on Thursday, May 15th, at 7:30 pm.
With respect to an exhibit/fashion show venue, we have already met with Raine McKay at Craft Council, who is investigating possible venues on Granville Island, namely the Granville Island Hotel or the Emily Carr campus, but we are open to other
possibilities. Also, we need a theme for the exhibit/fashion show. Something involving “West Coast” has been suggested. If you
have any bright ideas, let us know!
Thank you for your interest.
We do hope to hear from you. Do give me a call, if you would like to discuss -- 604-874-6194 or dherbst@telus.net.
Regards,
Diana Herbst,
Past President of GVWSG and Coordinator of 80th Anniversary Activities.
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Turning 101 - Gerry Vickers
There will not be a Turning 101 session in February. The next Turning 101 session will be on Saturday March 15, 2014
@ KMS Tools classroom.
All turning 101 sessions will now run on the third Saturday of the month . My apologies for having to cancel the
February session . Hope to see you all at the February guild meeting to elect our new members to the board . Please come and
make your choice so we can continue to have a successful executive to carry on this guild into another season filled with energy .Hopefully just as successful as our past executive .

Thank you Ed and the outgoing Executive for all your hard work we really do appreciate all you have done for us.

This month Lance Rossington demonstrated the process of turning a basic candlestick.
He began by sharing some tips on sharpening. He recommended that we all purchase a good grinder before buying a
lathe because “you can’t turn anything without sharp tools”. The different wheels and steel were also reviewed.
Next, to the lathe where he explained the importance of lathe maintenance…from lubricating the ways to filing our
tool rests to eliminate nicks.
We were given a piece of wood to practice the “woodturner’s scales” (beads and coves) with reminders about Anchor, Bevel, Cut and body position and movement.
Lance then stepped us through the turning of a candlestick from rounding off the blank, marking the various depths
of the piece with a parting tool, proper use of gouges and skew, and finishing with carnauba wax.

Thank you to Lance, Lorne and Gerry for another opportunity to benefit from your knowledge, practice proper
technique, challenge ourselves and enjoy the woodturning experience!
Thank you too to KMS Tools for supplying the venue and equipment for our class.

Join us in 2014 for the following Turning 101 workshops.
January 11th, 2014—Simple bowl
February 8th, 2014—Tea light
March date TBA— Potpourri dish
April 12th, 2014—Lidded box
May 10th, 2014—Wall clock
June 14th, 2014—Turning for fun
All classes are held at KMS Tools in Coquitlam from 9:00 am – 4:00 pm at a cost of only $25 for each full day’s session.
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Focus on Fundamentals - Neva Hilliard
Continuing the theme of spindle turning, Maarten Meerman
demonstrated turning a baby rattle. He started the session by outlining the safe use of the lathe by ensuring your wood stalk is secure;
that the wood runs free of the tool rest; the speed is appropriate; the
tool sits at the right height on the tool rest; and be sure to always
wear safety glasses /face shield.
Maarten started with a square wood blank 6” x 1½” and discussed different ways of mounting between centers. He mounted the
stock in the chuck supported by the tail stock, marking and drilling a
tapered hole for the live center. Using a roughing gouge he took the
stock down to a round spindle. He measured and marked the top and
handle portions. Now that the square edges are removed, the shock
loading on the blank is much smaller, and Maarten could safely remove the tail stock to round off the top of the rattle, being sure there are no ridges which could harm a child. Using a ‘V’
shaped scraper he turned two beads on the top of the rattle. With a small parting tool he began parting off the top. He went
in about one quarter of an inch which established the tenon on the top of the rattle for later fitting into the bowl section. By
making a width of about 4x the width of the parting tool, he left a “witness mark” on the bowl of the rattle which helps to
establish the width of the tenon. Before cutting off completely he used the tip of a small skew to make two grooves in the
tenon which will help make a better secure glue fit. He sanded the top going through grits 80/120/150/220/280/400.
Maarten explained that only the 80 grit is taking off wood and shaping, the other grits are taking off the marks from the previous grits, emphasizing the importance of never skipping a grit.
After parting off the top Maarten drilled a center hole to mark the depth of the bowl. He hallowed the bowl using a
round-nosed scrapper. He used the ‘witness mark’ / ridge he had left when cutting off the top to determine the tenon width.
He then sanded the bowl being careful not to sand the edge which would make it too wide for the tenon. He also put two
grooves on the inside rim of the bowl to facilitate better adherence of the glue for the tenon.
On the outside, he marked the depth of the bowl and then proceeded to shape the handle using a spindle gouge, reminding the group that with spindle turning you always turn downhill. He decorated the bowl by burning in two lines using
a piece of stainless steel wire. He sanded through the various grits and began parting off the handle, being careful to preserve the shape. He explained that in parting off wood fibers tend to pull out so you always leave a small ‘nub’ to avoid this.
Maarten then demonstrated the use of drum sanders with the lathe to sand off the
residual nub. He then sanded by hand to the final grit of 400. Maarten usually
finishes the rattle with Clapman’s Salad Bowl Bees Wax after inserting a small
brass bell and gluing the top in place, carefully aligning the wood grain. That
alignment helps prevent the joint from coming loose due to the wood getting wet,
as baby rattles do at times.
The session was well attended and enjoyed by everyone. Thank you Maarten for a
very informative presentation.
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Instant Gallery

Beverly Pears - Lidded Bowl - 4x2.75 in - Spalted Birch - Boiled Linseed Oil
and Wax

Bryan Whitta - Bowl - 12.75x4 in - Birch - WOP

Graham Colwell - Cedar Bowl - 4.5x2.5 - Cedar - Friction Polish

Graham Colwell - 1st Bowl - 7.5x1.5 - Maple - WOP
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Bill Cobb - Vase - 3.5x12 in - Maple - Tung Oil

Graham Colwell - 7 Ornaments - 6 in - Maple Purple
heart and Mahogany - Friction Polish

Jim Johnson - Newton - 8x13 in - Maple Burl - WOP

Jay Mapson - 4 Goblets and Bottle Stopper - 3x10 in - Old Growth
Douglas Fir - WOP
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Keith Rottan - 2 Lazy Susans - 16x1 in - Maple - WOP

Graham Colwell - 4 Lidded Boxes - Maple - Friction Polish and WOP

Larry Stevenson - Devine Wind Series Lens Form - 11x13 in - Maple and
Cedar - KTM-9

Sushi Plate - Bill Cobb - Maple - 9x16x2 in - Salad Bowl Finish

Larry Stevenson - Tea Lights - 5x5x2.25 in - Cedar - KTM-9 and Black
Acrylic Paint
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Graham Colwell - Cherry Bandsaw Bowl - 5.5x3 in - Cherry - WOP

Graham Colwell - Holly Bowl - 3.5x2.25 in - Holly - Friction Polish

Graham Colwell - 2nd Bowl - 6.5x2.25 - WOP

Keith Hudson - Bowl - 15x6 in - Yellow Cedar - Oil
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Graham Colwell - Bubinga Bowl - 7.5x2 in - Bubinga - WOP

Graham Colwell - Mahogany Bowl - 4.25x2 in - Mahogany - WOP

Natural Edge Bowl - Jim Johnson-10x6 in - Maple Burl - Tung Oil

Ross Pilgrim - Pair of Large Bowls - 15 and 16x5 and 6 in - Big Leaf Maple
Burl - Tung Oil
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John Spitters - Hollow Form - 4.75x6 in - Maple and Walnut - WOP and CA

Larry Stevenson - Pet Funeral Urn - 5x9 in - Maple and African Blackwood - KTM-9
with Flattened Agent

Phil Vetra - Pegoda - 5x605 in - Spalted Maple - Golden High Flow Acrylics
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64 Spindles - Pine - 2.75x2.75x16 in - Unfinished

Beverly Pears - Ball Jig for Nova Lathe

Marco Berera - Chatter Tool Samples - Maple - Friction Polish

Scraps - Tom Bs Father in Law
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Presidents Challenge
Beverly Pears - Jacks - Maple

Ed Pretty - Jack - 10x10x10 in - Hemlock and Maple Graphite Lubricant

Marco Berera — Jacks Hammer 2x9 inch
Beech—Felt Pens & Friction Polish
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Turning 101

Dan Hogan - Candle Holder - Maple and Arbutus - TandT Varnish Oil

Lance - Candle Holders - 2.5x6.5 - Acacia and Maple - WOP

Cathy Friesen - Candlestick - Maple - Tung Oil and Carnauba Wax
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For Sale
For Sale: Pen Blanks.
Maple, Figured Maple, Birds Eye Maple, Purple Heart, Mixed Hardwood, Cocobolo
1178 in total. $800.00 for the lot
Or the Cocobola would be $2.00 each if sold separately and the rest would go as 75 cents each.
Please phone Merv at 604 850 1714 or email thedeyottes@shaw.ca for questions.
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GVWG Officers, Appointees & Volunteers
President
Ed Pretty

604.888.5967

Librarian
Gerry Vickers

604.463.0760

Vice President
Bruce Campbell

604.944.3028

Food Chief
Marco Berera

604.274.7594

Secretary
Kees Hof

604.420.7795

FOF Coordinator
Neva Hilliard

604.462.9476

Treasurer
Ken Kimberley

604.536.2683

Turning 101
Gerry Vickers

604.463.0760

Members At Large
Tom Byrom

604.929.1766

Bill Fowle

604.466.2150

Newsletter
Ron Hadar

Harry Harteveld

778.881.2422
editor@gvwg.ca

Steve Kent

604.937.0145

Olaf Lepper

604.307.6005

John Spitters

778.783.0098

Digital Photography
Bill Fowle

604.466.2150

Webmaster
Educational Coordinator

Steve Hansen

Steve Kent

604.937.0145

Larry Stevenson
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Bruce Campbell
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