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President's Column
Bill Fowle
It was nice to everyone again at the meeting. And it was great to see so many new members joining
our Guild.
Thanks to Jim Johnson for the great demo on piercing. I am glad I kept my ear lobes away from him,
but I learned a lot about how he makes his beautiful pieces. It appears that I have to get to know my
dentist a little better.
Remember to come and see Betty Scarpino on October 24th. Betty is an excellent demonstrator with
a friendly style and willingness to share. There will be something there for everyone.
Looks like we will be selling the mini lathes using the lottery method we discussed at the meeting.
Everyone who is interested in one will have their name put into a hat and six names will be pulled.
We should be doing this at the November meeting, so some of you will be bringing home an early
Christmas Gift. I will keep you informed with more info closer to the date.
I am still looking for a volunteer to take over the Food Chief position that Marco is vacating. Marco
has done a wonderful job over the last few years. Thanks Marco. The position involves making the
coffee/tea and putting out the desserts people bring at our monthly meetings. If you are interested in
have a coffee at our meetings, I need someone to step up and fill the position.
Congratulations to Larry Stevenson who was featured in the Member’s Gallery section of American
Woodturner. The five pieces of his series of ‘Know the Soul’ hollow forms are shown with a little explanation of the meaning behind each. Well Done Larry!
I hope some of you have been able to take advantage of all the free wood that our windstorms have
given us. There was a lit up for grabs.
Happy Turning!

Bill
October’s President’s Challenge: A Candle Stick
November’s President’s Challenge: A Christmas Ornament

Front Cover:
Natural Edge Bowl with Bark
John Spitters

GVWG
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A Closer Look
Bruce Campbell
John Spitters had a career as a real estate agent
but has always had a serious woodworking hobby – mostly furniture building. In the early
2000s John had the chance to buy the equipment from a shop belonging to a client. Among
the equipment were a Beaver lathe, some tools, a
machinist’s metal chuck, and some other turning gear. He took it home, set it up and started
playing around. Even though the Beaver lathe
was awful and the wood kept flying out of his
machinists chuck, he thoroughly enjoyed turning. So he bought a General 26020VS lathe and
several modern Super Nova II chucks and continued to turn; now with more success because
of the improved tools.
In 2009 John found the GVWG and joined the
club the first night. While he has never taken a
class and does not study a lot of books or videos,
he does attend meetings regularly. He watches
carefully and listens intently. In addition, he has
tried to attend every demonstration from our
visiting artists and again, he watched and listens
carefully and then goes home to practice.

able when you learn that the wood he uses is not
exotic hardwood like some well-known turners.
He uses plain maple and dyes it black so it looks
like the expensive stuff.

In selling his pieces he has discovered at the coloured ones sell better so even though he loves
the natural look of wood he has experimented
and perfected his colouring techniques to fit his

John brought his woodworking sensibility into
his turning including his intent to try and sell
everything he makes. As a result he is always
looking for something that will separate him
from other turners. He also loves a challenge so
when he started to make hollow forms he took
the challenge to make the shape of the vessel as
beautiful as he could and to hollow them
through the smallest hole possible. As we regularly see, the results are quite remarkable.
His experimentation with finials has a similar
tone. He is challenged to make them as thin and
delicate as possible. This is made more remark-

market.
In fact, John has never bought a piece of wood
for turning. He and his colleagues have a band-
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saw mill and they harvest trees themselves – usually from folks who just want to get rid of them.
The beautiful cherry wood bowl we feature this
month came from a tree that John got from his
brother’s neighbour in Aldergrove. It was taken
down in the dead of winter which is why the bark
stayed on so well and it is clear that John took the
time to center and balance the blank well as he
turned it. You can see that especially in the way
the growth rings lay so well across the bottom of
the bowl. In addition, the curve of the bowl is
graceful and the foot is relatively narrow while
still allowing the bowl to sit well on the table. The
undercut bottom also creates a soft shadow line
and gives the piece a sense of lift from the surface.
When I asked John if we could use this piece for
our column he laughed. He said that he had not
turned for about eight months and just whipped
this one off to get back in practice. He then left it
un-sanded on the bench for a long while where it
dried and warped. Just before the meeting last
month he found the piece, now too warped to
sand on the lathe, and hand sanded it – that took
several hours. He then applied a single coat of
his own formula furniture finish. He said if you
had handled the piece you would have noticed the
oil was still a bit wet.
Like many of us, John is drawn to the immediacy
of wood turning; the ability to complete a project
in hours instead of weeks or even months. He
hopes and intends to continue turning for as long
as possible and perhaps get well enough known to
be invited to mentor and to teach.
We are indeed fortunate to have John in the club
and to see the results of his careful and thoughtful efforts.
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Food Chief position
Bill Fowle

Wanted
Food Chief
I

am still looking for a volunteer to take over the Food Chief position that Marco is vacating. Marco has done a wonderful job
over the last few years. Thanks Marco. The position involves
making the coffee/tea and putting out the desserts people bring at
our monthly meetings. If you are interested in have a coffee at our
meetings, I need someone to step up and fill the position.
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Selling into the USA
Bruce Campbell
A common progression in woodturning is to start
selling your work. This is a whole new world of
finding a “channel to market” and that often means
consigning your work in a gallery. It is commonly
understood that good quality pieces fetch a much
higher price in US markets than here in Canada.
Setting aside the question of why and assuming
you have found a gallery in the US that will carry
your work, how do you get it across the border?
John Splitters has been doing just this for a while
and was good enough to let us know how to navigate the importation rules when taking your work
over the border for sale.
John writes that there are two forms, one for items
totaling under $200 and another for $200-$2500.
This should be the retail value of the items. I have
asked our webmaster to place the PDF of these
forms on our website at www.gvwg.ca/
_downloads.html

For sale:
General 26020VS wood lathe.
Features:
2hp baldor motor with VFD, requires 220v - 15
amp circuit
Inboard swing is 20" outboard is 28"
2 banjo's
Controls relocated in a remote box enabling placement anywhere on the lathe.
Asking $3,500.
Email John Spitters at johnspitters@shaw.ca

You should complete the appropriate form and enter the US though the commercial crossing. You
will need to parkt and go in the offices. They will
check your paperwork and charge you a commercial fee of $10.75 each time you use this form.
Each border crossing has a different Port Code.
John always uses the Sumas crossing and their
code is "Sumas 73009". Other ports of entry will
be different can be found on the internet at
www.cbp.go
There are no tariffs or taxes to be paid as artwork is
covered under the Canada/USA Free Trade Agreement but John was recently told that each piece
should have a sticker saying "Made in Canada".
Thanks to John for this valuable information.

GVWG
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Turning 101 October 2015
Cathy Friesen
On October 10th Claudia Hayward shared her
knowledge on the skills and techniques required to sharpen our tools.
She began, as Turning 101 classes always do, with a
word on safety. The importance of using a face
shield and dust protection were discussed. Gerry
added that if we start with good habits they will
become normal and natural to us. Then it will feel
uncomfortable if we are not doing them.
Types of grinder and size and type of wheel were
also discussed. Slower speed grinders may not
build up as much heat as sharpening at faster
speeds. Claudia recommended having both an 80
grit and a 120 grit wheel on your grinder. The size
and width of the wheel is also important. An 8”
wheel that is 1” wide is preferable. A smaller wheel
will work but it will be more challenging to get an
even edge and there may be some cupping on the
grind because of the circumference of the wheel.
Care of the wheel is very important as the stone
will change shape and build up filings as we us it.
Claudia suggested using a T-dresser to keep the
stone straight and clean. Silicon Carbide is also
useful for dressing the stone.
The quality of the tools were discussed and the advantages and disadvantages of purchasing the tool
without a handle. Claudia used the Oneway Wolverine Grinding Jig and Vari-Grind attachment for
the demo. She then demonstrated the proper
grind for our woodturning tools. In all cases she
demonstrated the “recommended” nose angle but
stressed that we should not be afraid to customize
the grinds to our own preferences. In general, the
steeper the bevel angle, the more aggressive the
tool will be.
Here are the recommendations:



Bowl Gouge:
50°
nose angle with a fingernail grind. Claudia
recommends grinding off the edge on the
bottom of the bowl gouge after you have
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sharpened it. This will minimize the bruising of the wood as you work on the interior
bottom of the bowl.
 Spindle Gouge:
45° nose angle with a fingernail grind
 Detail Gouge:
40° nose angle with a fingernail grind
 Scraper:
20° nose angle
 Skew:
40° angle then hone towards the point to
finish, the length of the bevel should be 1.5
times the thickness of the skew.
 Parting Tools:
for diamond parting tool, sharpen so that
both sides meet at center.
Claudia recommends putting a slight angle
on the tip so that you can get into tight corners.
After lunch we were encouraged to try our tools on
a piece of wood as they were currently sharpened
then try sharpening them and see the difference.
Brian brought in his CBN wheels for us to try as
well.

For sale:

Oneway Lathe Bed Extension For Sale - $200
Call Dennis or Kerry at (604) 468-0605, or see us at
the meeting.

GVWG
Thank you to Claudia, Dan and Gerry for sharing
your time and experience with us. Thank you too
to KMS Tools for supplying the venue and equipment for our class.
Join us on November 14th from 9:00 am – 4:00 pm
at KMS Tools in Coquitlam for the fun of turning
as we learn how to turn a mallet. Cost is only $25
for a full day’s instruction.

GVWG
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Jim Johnson’s demo on piercing small hollow vessels
Art Liestman
Turning
Jim began with a 3 1/2” x 3 1/2” x 5” spindle blank
of straight grained maple. He placed the blank between centers and used a spindle roughing gouge
to bring it to a cylinder. Using a 1/2” spindle
gouge, he formed a tenon for a chuck on one end of
the blank. He then began to shape the outside of
the vessel, leaving the section of the blank near the
tenon about 1 1/2” diameter for strength during the
hollowing process. Although he didn’t do this during the demo, he would normally sand the outside
to 400 grit at this stage.
Taking the blank from between centers, he then
mounted it in the chuck and drilled a 1” diameter
hole into the vessel to mark the depth and also remove material. Jim then used a “rocket” hollowing
tool (made by Mike Jackofsky and available from
Craft Supplies USA) mounted in a Monster brand
articulated hollower (available from Monster Lathe
Tools).
Jim used the laser on the Monster hollower to
measure the wall thickness. He aims for a 1/8”
wall thickness, so he sets the laser 1/8” away from
the cutter tip in a direction perpendicular to a tangent on the section of wall being hollowed. When
the laser “falls off” of the vessel, the thickness is
1/8” or less. Jim cleverly illustrated how it’s a good
idea to check the setting of the laser frequently and
reset it as required so as not to make the wall of the
vessel thinner than you’d want. Since this vessel
will be pierced, it is also suggested that you drill
several 1/8” holes in the vessel body to better
gauge the wall thickness. These drilled holes will
“disappear” in the pierced surface.

Once he has the vessel hollowed to his satisfaction,
he cleans up the inside with sandpaper using forceps to hold the sandpaper and a bit of foam padding inside the vessel as the piece rotates. Be careful NOT to put your fingers in the forcep finger
holes as a catch could cause serious injury.

(Continued on page 10)
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uses an NSK dental drill with a piercing bit and a
small fan blowing across the piece to move the
smoke away from his face. (NSK tools are available
He then finished shaping the bottom of the form
with a 3/8” spindle gouge and parts the hollow ves- from Treeline USA and from jpaulfennell.com.)
He begins by piercing around the decorative figsel off.
ures (hummingbirds, in this case). He makes irDecorating
regularly shaped holes that are approximately the
same shape but avoiding any noticeable regular
The first step in decorating is to lay out lines for
whatever decorative figures you wish to emphasize pattern.
in the final piece. Jim illustrated this by laying out
At the end of the demo, a crowd gathered around
a hummingbird shape.
Jim to see his tools and the partially completed
pieces.
He then showed us how he pierces the form. He
(Continued from page 9)

Northwest Woodworkers Gallery in Seattle has a long history of supporting woodworking and
woodturning in our community. Their box competition has actually been going just a little longer than
the Gallery itself. To see some wonderfully creative object you should consider a trip down. Visit
www.nwwoodgallery.com

36TH Annual
Box and Container Show
Each year this highly anticipated show features
some of the most creative work from artists
throughout the nation who strive to present
cleverly conceptualized designs with fine craftsmanship. For many, this exhibition is a great
way to debut work in the Northwest and, as the
show falls during the holiday season, have a
chance to introduce themselves to a returning
audience.
Please join us for the Gallery Reception-

Sunday, November 8th 4pm- 6pm
John Beaver
"Wavey Box 2"

GVWG

Quesnel Woodturing Symposium
Bruce Campbell
On September 25 and 26th the Quesnel Woodturning Guild joined forces with the Prince George
Woodturners Guild to hold a local symposium. 28
turners from Quesnel, Prince George, Williams,
Lake and other interior communities attended the
event. I had the pleasure of being a guest demonstrator and joined local turners George Thompson
and Ron Clemmons for the two day event.
The whole thing took place at a beautiful shop
owned by Vern Richardson and Christy Wotten. It
is a high ceiling, heated and insulated three-bay
building originally constructed as a metalwork
shop so there was lots of room. All demonstrations
took place on Vern’s VL300 VicMarc while the instant gallery was set up in an attached space away
from dust and shavings.
There were four demonstrations each day as well
as an Instant Gallery critique on Saturday afternoon and a banquet Saturday evening. Demonstrations included center saving by both Ron and
George. Ron used the McNaughton System and
George used the newest release of the Woodcut
System. Both made short work of the 18-20” freshly felled Birch blanks that we turned.
I turned a baseball bat in one rotation, made a poplid box in another, demonstrated some Christmas
ornaments, and used one on Ron’s cored blanks to
turn a 12” thin-walled birch bowl.
Les Turner from the Prince George club showed an
interesting three-sided, twisted candle stick using
off-center turning, and Art Betke, from the Quesnel
club delighted everyone by turning, colouring, and
piercing, a delicate flying saucer shaped piece
made from denim pine.
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A highlight for me was reviewing the amazing work
in the instant gallery. All the innovation, creativity,
and humor that we are used to seeing in our club
were there as well. Have a look at some of the photographs to see what I mean.
If you find yourself planning a trip to the Cariboo I
highly recommend you check out the clubs up their
including:
Prince George Woodturners Guild www.pgwoodturners.com
Kamloops Woodworkers Guild - www.kwwg.net
Quesnel Woodturners Guild - www.facebook.com/
quesnelwoodturners

GVWG
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2016 AAW Educational Opportunity
The AAW offers educational opportunities to its
members. Here are two recent announcements.
2016 AAW Educational Opportunity Grant
Applications
AAW's Educational Opportunity Grant (EOG) fund
continues to be strong, thanks to the wonderful
generosity of donors and buyers at our annual
symposium auction. Funds are available for worthy
proposals.
Chapters, individuals, students, schools, and others are eligible to apply. The guidelines and application form are available at tiny.cc/EOG (case sensitive). To be considered for a 2016 grant, applications must be received by December 31, 2015.
If you have questions, please contact the AAW office at memberservices@woodturner.org.
Arrowmont and Campbell Scholarships
The AAW is pleased to continue offering financial
assistance for quality woodturning instruction.
Scholarships will be awarded to selected AAW
chapter members to attend classes at either John
C. Campbell Folk School, Brasstown, North Carolina (folkschool.org), or Arrowmont School of Arts
and Crafts, Gatlinburg, Tennessee
(arrowmont.org). Under the program, the AAW
Endowment Trust Fund, in combination with the

two schools, will make available funds for the
scholarships. 14 scholarships will be awarded for
each school, for a total of 28. This is the same
number awarded in 2014.
Scholarship nominees must be AAW members and
be chosen through a process authorized by their
AAW chapter officers. As a added benefit, Star
Chapters are allotted two nominations for the first
fifty members and one additional nominee for each
additional fifty members. All other chapters will be
allotted one nomination for the first fifty AAW
members in the chapter. After that, each additional
fifty AAW members will allow another nomination.
If more members are nominated than the total
number of available scholarships, a drawing will
determine the winners. The program provides tuition only for courses directly related to woodturning. Room, board, and travel are the responsibility
of the winners. All awards will be for courses in
2016.
Chapters must provide the names of nominees, the
number of chapter members, and the number of
AAW members in the chapter to Phil McDonald by
December 15, 2015 (extended from November 15,
2015), using the online application found at tiny.cc/chapterscholarships (case sensitive). Winners will be notified in early 2016.
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Tips and Ideas
This is a new column in the newsletter. If you like
it the best way to keep it is to send me a quick note
if a tip or idea you run in to and I will put it in. No
tips, no ideas, no column.

Tip: Tack Cloth revisited

Tip: Piercing on the Cheap
Peter send two links under the title – Piercing on
the Cheap. Have a look:
PDF article: https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/
u/21802648/Piercing%20on%20the%20Cheap%
20final.pdf

Marco sent a link to a very interesting article about and accompanying Youtube video:
a new way to look at tack cloths. See:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5P8Zh_pI-tU
http://www.highlandwoodworking.com/
woodworking-tips-1510oct/DTEW/dtew2.html?
utm_source=iContact&utm_medium=email&utm
_campaign=Educational&utm_content=2nd+List+for+
October+2015+WN

Idea: Build a Fingernail Jig

If you would like to your own fingernail grinder
have a look at this link from Marco:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=sfmIv0iXjis&feature=youtu.be

GVWG
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Present's Challenge Gallery
Cup and Saucer

Dennis Houle ‐ Cup & Saucer ‐ Spalted Maple ‐ WOP

Wolf Scherrelies ‐ Cup & Saucer ‐ Cup 3.5 in, Saucer 6.5 in ‐ Maple
& Oak ‐ WOP

Robert Carlson ‐ Cup & Saucer ‐ 4.5 in x 2 in ‐ Maple ‐ Friction
Polish
Maarten Meerman ‐ Stanley Cup & Flying Saucer
‐ 6 in x 16 in ‐ Acrylic Paint
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Instant Gallery
September 23

Allan Cusworth ‐ 3 Shopping Bag Handles ‐ 1 in x 6 in ‐ Big Leaf
Maple ‐ Bee's Wax & None

Bruce Campbell ‐ Wall Hanging ‐ 18 in x 2.5 in ‐ Ikea Found Wood ‐
Leather Dye & Krylon

Al Koehn ‐ Dish ‐ Maple Burl ‐ WOP

Bob Askew ‐ Peppermil ‐ 2.75 in x 12 in ‐ Black
Walnut ‐ Tung Oil

David Adolph ‐ 3 Bowls ‐ 4 in, 5 in, & 6 in x 1 to 2 in ‐
Lignum Vitae ‐ None

GVWG
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Instant Gallery
September 23

Bruce Campbell ‐ Burl Bowl with Epoxy ‐ 9.5 in x 4.5 in ‐ Burl
Maple ‐ Oil & Bee's Wax

Dennis Houle ‐ Suspended Hollow Form ‐ 7 in x 3
in ‐ Eucalyptus Burl & Maple ‐ WOP

Bob Askew ‐ Yarn Bowl ‐ 8 in x 4.5 in ‐ Nara Rosewood ‐ Tung Oil

Dennis Houle ‐ Suspended Vase ‐ 5 in x 16 in ‐
Mesquite & Maple ‐ WOP

Dennis Houle ‐ Bowl ‐ 7 in x 2.25 in ‐ Laburnum ‐ WOP
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Instant Gallery
September 23

ED Job ‐ BC Maple, Mex Mahogany, Mex Rosewood, Mex
Cocobolo, Mex Ebony ‐ Tung Oil

Jay Mapson ‐ Salt Shaker & Pepper Mill 2 ‐ Maple
Burl & Yellow Cedar ‐ WOP

John Spitters ‐ Natural Edge Bowl with Bark ‐ 7.25 in to 8.5 in x 5
in ‐ Cherry ‐ Oil Poly mix

Jay Mapson ‐ Salt Shaker & Pepper Mill ‐ Maple
Burl & Yellow Cedar ‐ WOP

Jim Johnson ‐ Hollow Form ‐ 6 in x 5 in ‐ Figured Maple ‐ WOP

GVWG
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Instant Gallery
September 23

Robert Carlson ‐ Bowl ‐ 11 in x 4 in ‐ Wild Cherry ‐ Walnut Oil

Larry Stevenson ‐ Urn ‐ 7.5 in x 12.5 in ‐ Figured
Maple, Cocobolo ‐ WB Urethane

Larry Stevenson ‐ Hollow Sphere ‐ 5 in ‐ Catalpa ‐ Matte Krylon ‐
Sandblasted

Keith Ruttan ‐ Bowl ‐ 13 in x 4.5 in ‐ Maple ‐ WOP 12 coats

John Spitters ‐ Warped Bowl ‐ 11 to 12.5 in x 7 in ‐ Cherry ‐ Oil Poly
Mix
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Instant Gallery
September 23

Pat Driscoll ‐ Bowl ‐ 10.5 in x 2.5 in ‐ Cherry ‐ Bee's Wax

Phil Vetra ‐ 2 Oak Dishes ‐ 7 in x 9 in & 2.5 in x 2 in ‐ Oak ‐ Antique
Oil, WOP, Mineral Spirits ‐ Buﬀed With Wax

Marco Berera ‐ Bowl ‐ 11.75 in x 4.5 in ‐ Spalted Maple ‐ Butcher
Block Finish

Pat Driscoll ‐ Ladies 2 Tiered Jewelery Case ‐ 10 in x 7 in ‐ Sapelle ‐
WOP

Pat Driscoll ‐ Small Jewelery Box ‐ 5 in x 5 in ‐ Sapelle ‐ WOP

Phil Vetra ‐ Bowl ‐ 10.5 in x 6 in ‐ Chestnut Crotch ‐ Antique Oil,
WOP & Mineral Spirits

GVWG
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Instant Gallery
September 23

Phil Vetra ‐ Bowl ‐ 11 in x 4 in ‐ Dogwood ‐ Antique Oil, WOP &
Mineral Spirits

Turning 101 Gallery
September 23

Keith Ruttan ‐ Rolling Pin ‐ Maple ‐ Bee's Wax

Special points of
interest:
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at 6:30 PM, Sapperton
Hall, 318 Keary St, New
West
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Gary Burns “Chainsaw
Safety and Optimizing
Cuts for Best Piece”
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