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 Next Meeting: 
Wednesday, Septem-
ber 28 at 6:30 PM,  
Sapperton Hall, 318 
Keary St, New West-
minster BC 

 Food Providers: 
Tom Hultman 
Bob James 
Ed Job 
Jim Johnson 
Shawneen Kamlade 
Al Koehn 

 Greeters: 
Merv Graham 
Ron Hadar 
Dex Hallwood 
Steve Hansen 
Harry Harteveld 
Claudia Hayward 

 Main Speaker:   Rob-
ert Carlson – Doing 
High Voltage Fractal 
Designs Safely 

 FoF Speaker:    
TBA 

 President’s Challenge  
This month – Collab-
oration 
Next time (October) 
– To Be announced  
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Welcome Back! I hope you all had a wonderful summer. Now that the Fall weather is in the air it is 
time for us to head back into our shops and start turning again (if you even took a break). 

Did you get a chance to work on September’s President’s Challenge? The theme was a collaborative 
piece so I hope some of you got together and made some shavings. It will be interesting to see what 
you have come up with. 

Don’t forget to come and see Michael Blankenship’s demo Saturday, September 24th. Michael is a 
blind Woodturner who has been causing quite a stir with his fascinating and entertaining demonstra-
tions. Come and see his techniques and how he overcame what many of us would consider to be a 
handicap. 

Did anyone score some of the wood that has become available over the summer? Sounds like there 
was interesting pieces. Anyone find a gem? Remember if you are not on the wood email list and 
would like to be kept aware when trees come down and are available to us, please let Dennis know. 

I was disappointed that we could not find anyone to coordinate our entry into TreeFest. It would have 
been a wonderful get together and time to meet potential new members and show off what we can do. 
Maybe we can try again next year. 

And remember that Wednesday September 28th is our first meeting of the season. Registration will 
take place so please remember to sign up and bring your dues ($45 cash or cheque payable to 
GVWG). It will be nice to see everyone again and hear what they have been up to over the summer. 

Happy Turning 

 

 

Bill  

 

Bill Fowle  

President's	Column		
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Bruce Campbell  

Editor's	Notes	

Welcome back.  This issue will take you back to the start of summer with a review of the gold leafing 
presentation from Bruce and pictures from the June Instant Gallery.  But it will also cover some of 
the things that have gone on in the summer.   

Our first meeting of the 2016-17 year happening on September 28th but it will not be our first event.  
Blind turner (yes, I said blind) Michael Blankenship will demo on Saturday, September 24th at Sap-
perton Hall.  Those who have seen him before say it is a demo not to be missed. 

See you at the demo and at the next meeting. 

 

Bruce Campbell     eÉuxÜà VtÜÄáÉÇ 
Bruce Campbell, editor and Robert Carlson, publisher 

Cover	Page	Image:	Manitoba	Maple	Dish	by	Merv	Graham	(16”	X	3”)		

Merv	is	a	long‐time	member	of	the	Guild	and	proli ic	contributor	to	our	success.		He	has	served	on	the	
executive	for	several	terms	and	volunteered	in	many	other	ways.		He	is	a	retired	school	teacher	(Tech	Ed)	
and	lives	in	Richmond.	

Manitoba	Maple	(Acer	negundo)has	a	unique	red	stain	that	is	prized	by	woodworkers	and	turners	alike.		
It	ranges	from	soft	pink	to	bright	red	and	appears	whenever	there	is	some	sort	of	wound	in	the	tree.		The	
popular	belief	that	the	staining	was	caused	by	a	fungus	was	disproven	by	a	2002	study	by	Andrea	C.	
Morse	and	Robert	A.	Blanchette,	Department	of	Plant	Pathology,	University	of	Minnesota,	St.	Paul.		Their	
paper	titled	Etiology	of	Red	Stain	in	Boxelder	was	based	on	an	18	month	controlled	study	of	20	trees	and	
concluded	that	the	red	staining	was	present	in	all	trees	whether	the	fungus	was	present	or	not.	

So,	we	don’t	know	why	it	is	like	that	but	we	are	glad	it	is.	
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March 25 2015 

Focus	On	Fundamentals	‐	Skewing	Around		

Marco Berera started with a little history about 
himself as a young pattern maker apprentice is 
Switzerland, many many years ago.

 

Then Marco when on to talk a little about the skew 
and the fine Finnish it can produce.  He started 
with a square and explained on how to make a cyl-
inder by starting a few inches in from one end and 
feed toward the end to keep the chips small and 
not have splinters coming off.

 

He mentioned about the safe zone for good cutting 

and what happens and reasons for a catch which 
can happen in an instant.   

He also stated that the larger the skew it is harder 
to get a catch.  The reason is there is a larger safe 
zone.

 

The skews that Marco uses are manufactured tool 
steels.  The one exception is a file which has been 
heat treated to make it safe to use. Info on heat 
treating can be found on the internet.  You can 
start here. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heat_treating

 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Small details can be made with the skew.   

Here Marco is using the special skew to curl rows 
of wood over to create an Christmas in July tree.  

Thank you Marco for an entertaining session. 

 

Present's Challenge 
Gallery Page 14 

Dennis Houle – Platter – 13.5 X 1.75 – Ma-

ple – WoP, Spirit Stains 
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I hope everyone enjoyed my June metal leafing 
demonstration as much as I did preparing and pre-
senting it.  Here is a summary of the presentation. 

Decorating things with gold has a long history da-
ting back to the ancient Egyptians, Greeks, and 
Chinese.  For an excellent summary of the history 
of gilding check out the Wikipedia pages on gilding 
at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilding  
There are a number of ways of putting gold on to 
various surfaces.  Some require lots of special gear 
while others are downright dangerous (think mer-
cury vapour).  But “leafing” is fairly simple and 
safe.  It involves gluing thin sheets of real or fake 
(faux) metal foil to a prepared surface.  There are 
two main methods for doing this on wood and 
which one to use can best be determined by asking 
one question; “Do I want to burnish this to a high 
polish?”  If your answer is yes then you need to fol-
low a quite complicated process of preparing the 
surface with several coats of gesso and then using a 
special glue (called sizing) that has a short working 
time (around 90 minutes) where it has the right 
“tack” to take the foil.  But once it is applied the 
gesso foundation is hard enough and the glue is 
strong enough to withstand the burnishing process 
traditionally done with polished agate stones called 
“hounds tooth burnishers”. 

If you can live without a high burnish on your piece 
there is a much easier way that can be applied di-
rectly to a well sanded wood surface.   

Real Vs Faux (Fake) 

It is very expensive to use real gold foil.  Fortunate-
ly, there are credible alternatives in copper/nickel 
alloys known a faux gold (false gold).  This comes 

in exactly the same format as the real thing, is 
about 1/60th of the cost, it is quite difficult to tell 
from the real thing.   

There are also a variety of other metal foils that are 
readily available on-line of in better art supply 
stores (Colours in Coquitalm,  DeSerres in Vancou-
ver, or Opus in Vancouver and Langley).  Silver 
(real and faux), aluminium, copper, and variegated 
foils are all available for around $10 for a book of 
25 of 5 ½” square sheets. 

An additional step is required when using faux foil 
as it will oxidize or tarnish unless it is sealed.  For-
tunately this is easy to do with a brush-on or spray 
sealer. 

Some artists take advantage of the oxidation and 
patination with various chemicals to create won-
derful results.  Although it is outside the scope of 
this talk I recommend looking up the work of Da-
vid J. Marks 

By Bruce Campbell  

Metal	lea ing	
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Surface Preparation 

It is a good idea to sand to 320 grit or better and 
raise the grain several times and as the glue used in 
this process is water-based.  

Undercoating 

If the surface is very hard (plastic, cocobolo, black-
wood, lignum vitae, etc.) it may not be porous 
enough to take the sizing.  In this case a special un-
dercoat called bole can be used.  It is an oil-based, 
sticky paint that dries to a toothy surface that takes 
sizing really well.  Bole is usually coloured because 
the foil is so thin the colour shows through.  Red is 
normally used under gold and blue is under silver.  
Other colours are also available. 

Sizing 

Once the surface is prepared it is a simple matter 
of brushing or spraying on the sizing and allowing 
it to “tack up” (45-60 minutes depending of tem-
perature and humidity).  The working time is up to 
48 hours, again depending on temperature and 
humidity.  

Applying the foil 

Foil comes in two main formats; loose and backed.  
Loose is simply the sheet of material sandwiched 
between two layers of tissue paper.  The backed foil 

is attached to a piece of tissue paper that easily 
peels off when the foil is pressed against the sizing.  
Fortunately, the tissue does not stick to the sizing. 

Each piece of foil weights just a few grams and gets 
blown around by the slightest draft so whenever 
possible the backed version should be used – espe-
cially in a drafty room or outdoors. 

But, in cases where there are tight curves or irregu-
lar surfaces like relief carving loose foil is the only 
way to proceed.  Sheets of foil are gently crumpled 
and then dabbed on with a stiff brush where it 
crumbles apart and is caught by the sticky sizing.  
In some cases it can take two or three coats to get a 
uniform surface. 

Pressure Burnishing 

The water-based sizing is not all that strong so bur-
nishing can easily rub the foil off the surface.  But, 
the surface can be nicely improved by applying di-
rect pressure and a little rubbing with a soft rag.  
For an even better surface, another coat of sizing 
and foil can be applied. 

Sealing 

(Continued on page 8) 

loose leaf method 

leafing a smooth hard surface 



Page 8 GVWG 

All metal foils other than gold need to be sealed to 
prevent them from oxidizing.  Gilding companies 
will sell you a very clear sealer that will not discol-
our the foil but our trusted Wipe-On Poly works 
too. 

Conclusion 

Water-based metal leafing is a simple, non-toxic 
process that works well on wood, especially turned 
pieces because of the superior smooth surfaces that 
can be achieved.  The wide variety of metal foils 
available, the ease of application, and the control of 
placement makes this an excellent method for ac-
centing turned wood. 

(Continued from page 7) 

FOR SALE 
Jack Rydeen was a hobby wood turner and wants to sell everything connected to turning as one 
package for $2000. Here is what is in the package: 

 General International 25-650 lathe, with several chucks (see picture) ... new value about 
$3500 

 13 lathe chisels, mostly Robert Sorby ... new value at least $500 
 Triton power respirator ... new $350 
 Mastercraft band saw on wheeled stand ... say $250 
 Mastercraft bench grinder with complete Wolverine sharpening system on wheeled 

stand ... say $200 
 Rigid table saw on wheeled table ... new $500 
 Canwood 220 volt dust collector (on wheels) ... I paid about $800 for the identical unit 

about 12 years ago 
 large selection of wood pieces, including quite a lot of exotic wood (he was doing segment-

ed turning). Also, quite a few burls. 
All equipment lightly used and well maintained. 
Contact information ... 

Jack Rydeen ... 250-286-1666 
rjjm@telus.net 
44 McPhredran Road North, Campbell River 
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July 02 2016 was our annual Art in the Park in 
Maple Ridge.  Jean Ruttan & Bruce Wood han-
dled the booth while Dan Moleschi and I did 
our favorite thing; make turning tops for the 
kids young and old. The crowd was delighted 
and many became proud owners of tops. 

 Meanwhile, Keith Ruttan entertained the au-
dience by turning bowls.  

It was a hot day but thanks to Anne's tent we 
were in the shade. 

Thank you Dan, Jean, Bruce, Keith, and Anne 
for another successful Art in the Park 

(Ed Note) The Guild supports members that 
demonstrate at public events by sanctioning 
them as Guild events.  The primary ad-
vantage of this is to extend the Guild’s liability 
insurance to the activity.  In return, the Guild 
requires that all demonstrators are certified 
by the Guild, that Guild safety standards are 
followed, and that the members prominently 
display Guild promotional information. To 
apply in advance speak to a member of the 
Guild’s Executive. 

by Gerry Vickers 

Maple	Ridge	Art	in	the	Park	2016	

top turning top turning top loving 

bowl turning bowl turning 



 

By Steve Hansen – the Webdude 

Website	alerts!	
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By Brian Lunt 

Beads	of	Courage	Update	

Please note that we have an excellent “Classifieds” 
page on our website www.gvwg.ca where you can 
list ads and find “stuff”. The page includes a “buy-
sell-trade”, “freebies”, and a new “services/
commissioning” tab where you can list your tal-
ents for hire. Please note, that listings for the “buy
-sell-trade” will automatically be removed after 6 
months, unless you otherwise tell the Webdude 
(webmaster@gvwg.ca).  

These listings are monitored so we don’t get a 
bunch of junk on it.  So to get something added 
send your listings to the webmaster@gvewg.ca – 
please keep them short, concise, photos are wel-

come, and please include a way for people to con-
tact you.  

Personally, I’ll be keeping close tabs on the free-
bies! I love free “stuff”  

NOTE – our website is viewed around the world 
so please be careful with contact information.  
SPAM can be nasty (Editor) 

Also, the Beads of Courage program has its own 
page on our website. This is our online hub - 
please check it out.   There are some youngsters 
out there that will benefit greatly from this worthy 
cause. 

On Friday Sept 9th, the Beads of Courage ware-
house in Arizona packed the first batch of beads, 
distribution boxes, support information and train-
ing material to BC Children’s Hospital. They are 
in transit now and are expected to be here in time 
for a program launch around the end of October 
or mid-November. 

For those who are not familiar with the program, 
it is designed to take some of the pain and fear out 
of the lives of sick kids dealing with chronic, acute 
or life threatening ailments.  Each time a child in 
the program gets a treatment they get a bead col-
oured to correspond to that treatment.  The sad 
part is that some kids accumulate LOTS of beads.  
And that is where we come in. 

Our opportunity is to turn boxes to be given to 
kids to store their beads.  There are some design 
restrictions including that it should be about 6” x 
6”, have a durable and food-safe finish, and not 

have any dangerous parts (like long thin finials).  
A complete list of restrictions is available on the 
Beads of Courage link on our website (http://
gvwg.ca/_BOC.html ) . 

It would be great to have a Guild make a bunch of 
boxes for this worthy cause. You are certainly wel-
come to turn boxes of your own design but if you 
need some guidance Austin Texas-based turner 
John Tolly worked out a neat box using 6” PVC 
pipe.  Club members might like to get together to 
do this project en masse. I have some pipe already 
and have secured a commercial price for 10 foot 
sections for about $1.00 per foot so we can make 
two boxes for a buck. 

Please contact me directly at a meeting if you 
want to be part of such a workshop 

For more information, please have a look at the 
Beads of Courage link on our webpage 
(www.gvwg.ca/_BOC.html )  



June 22 

Instant	Gallery	
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David Adolph – Dish – 6 X 1 – Padouk 

Dan Gadassi – Cypress Box – 
Tung Oil 

Brian Lunt – Friendship Pens – Maple & Acrylic – CA Glue & Cutting Polish  

Allan Cusworth – Wedding Goblet 
– 2.75 X 6.5 – AAA Figured Maple 
– Salad Bowl Beeswax, Beall 
Buffing 

Dennis Houle – Hollow Form – 5 
X 4.5 – Spalted Mountain Ash – 
WoP 

Ed Job – Cuff link Box – 5 X 9 – 
Maple Burl – Emulsified Tung Oil 

Dennis Houle – Pepper Mill & 
Coaster – 2.5 X 10 – Maple – 
WoP 



 

 

June 22 

Instant	Gallery	
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Lin & Jay Mapson – Blue Egg – 

2.5 X 7.5 – Goose Egg & Maple 
Burl – PrismaColor Markers, 

Acrylics, Krylon 

Maarten Meerman – Telemagnifi-
er – 5 X 9.5 – Various – Turners 
Polish 

Keith Hudson – Fruit 
Bowl – 11.25 X 2.5 – 
Myrtle Wood – Saman 
(Varnish) 

Lin & Jay Mapson – Red Egg – 
2.5 X 5 – Goose Egg & Maple – 
Acrylics & Lacquer – Kurt Hert-
zog Class 

Marco Berera – Christmas in 
June – 1.75 X 5 – Cedar of Leb-
anon – Skew Demo 

Jay & Lin Mapson – 6.5 X 4 – Maple & 
Walnut – Tung Oil – Pyrography 

Jim Johnson – Flaming Torch – 5 
X 9 – Maple Burl – WoP 
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June 22 

Instant	Gallery	

Merv – Bowl – 16 X 3 – Manitoba 

Maple – WoP 

Mark Anderson – Beads of Courage 
Box – 6 X 6.5, 6 X 6 – Mahogany & 

Steve Fairbairn – Beads of Cour-
age Box – 5 X 7 – Upcycled Fir 

Peter McLaren – Costume Hanger (2 of 8) – 3.5 X 
15 – Maple – None – Canuck Place Installation 

Phil Vetra – Bowl – 14.75 X 5.5 – Maple – Tung 
Poly Mix 

Merv – Bowl – 13 
X 4 – Maple Burl – 
WoP 

Peter Blair – Finger 
Rings – Desert 
Ironwood & Moose 
Antler – CA Glue 
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Pla ers 

Present's	Challenge	Gallery	

Keith Hudson 

– Platter – 
15.5 X 1 – 

Imbuya – Wax  

Phil Vetra – Elm Platter – 24 X 3.5 – Elm 

Jim Johnson – 
Platter – 8 X 0.75 
– Maple Burl – 
WoP 

Steve Fairbairn – Platter – 12” – London Plane – Danish Oil 

Mark Ander-
son – Platter – 
8.75 X 0.75 – 
Walnut – Wop 

Dan Breck – Platter – 15 X 3 – Maple – Walnut Oil & Bees 
Wax 

Allan Cusworth – 
Platter – 11 X 
1.125 – Figured 
Maple – WoP 

Phil Vetra – Platter – 12.75 X 1.25 – Maple – Tung Poly Mix 
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Calendar	of	Events		
Date Time Location Event 

2016 

Jan 9 9AM – 4PM KMS Tools Turning 101 – TBA 
Instructor: TBA 

27 Jan 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – Bruce Campbell – All About Tools 
Main Speaker - Barry Wilkinson – Square Bowls 

Feb 13 9AM – 4PM KMS Tools Turning 101 – cancelled due to Hasoluk Demo 
Instructor: TBA 

Feb 20 9AM – 4PM Sapperton Hall Michael Hosaluk – all-day demo 

Feb 21 9AM – 4PM KMS Tools Michael Hosaluk – hands-on class 

Feb 25 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – Jay Mapson – Turned Boxes 
Main Speaker – Bob Askew  - Nutcracker 

Mar 12 9AM – 4PM KMS Tools Turning 101 – Turning Fruit 
Instructor: TBA 

Mar 12 9AM – 4PM Sapperton Hall Steven Kennard – all-day demo 

Mar 13 9AM – 4PM KMS Tools Steven Kennard – hands-on class 

Mar 23 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – Ed Pretty – Holdling with Jam Chucks 
Main Speaker - Bill Fowle – Putting a picture on  Wood 

Apr 09 9AM – 4PM KMS Tools Turning 101 –  Turning a Fruit Dish 
Instructor: TBA 

Apr 27 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – Al Cusworth – Tenons and Recesses 
Main Speaker - Steve Hansen - Turning with Frog 

May 14 9AM – 4PM KMS Tools Turning 101 – Turning a Desk Clock 
Instuctor: TBA 

May 25 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – Peter Blair - Sanding 
Main Speaker - Claudia Haywood - Peppermill 

May 28 9AM – 4PM Sapperton Hall Kurt Hertzog – all-day demo 

May 29 9AM – 4PM KMS Tools Kurt Hertzog – hands-on class 

May 29 6PM-7PM Gallery in the Park, 
Queens Park drop-off of Gallery pieces 

June 1 6PM – 8PM Gallery in the Park, 
Queens Park It's Our Turn, Opening Reception 

June 1-26 Wed-Sun Gallery in the Park, 
Queens Park It's Our Turn exhibition.  Bring your friends and family 

Jun 9-12 All days Atlanta, GA 30th AAW Annual Woodturning Symposium 

Jun 22 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – Marco Berera – Skewing Around 
Main Speaker – Bruce Campbell – Metal Leaf Gilding 

Sept 24 9AM – 4PM Sapperton Hall Michael Blankenship – all-day demo 

Sept 28 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – tba 
Main Speaker - tba 

Oct 8 9AM – 4PM KMS Tools 
tentative 

Turning 101 – tba 
Instuctor: tba 

Oct 26 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – tba 
Main Speaker - tba 

Nov 12 9AM – 4PM KMS Tools 
tentative 

Turning 101 – tba 
Instuctor: tba 

Nov 23 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – tba 
Main Speaker - tba 



GVWG Officers, 
Appointees & Volunteers 

President: 
  Bill Fowle 604.466.2150 
   president@gvwg.ca  

Vice President: 
  Dan Breck   604.597.0027  
   communications@gvwg.ca  

Secretary: 
  Des Wilson   
   secretary@gvwg.ca  

Treasurer: 
  Barry Wilkinson  604.536.6870  

Members At Large: 
  Tom Byrom 604.929.1766 
  Brian Lunt  604.942.3928  
  Claudia Hayward 604.462.7597 
  Bob James 
  Cathy Nakagawa  
  John Spitters 778.783.0098 

Educational Coordinator: 
  Larry Stevenson 604.940.9760  

Librarian: 
  Gerry Vickers 604.463.0760 

Food Chief: 
  TBD  

FOF Coordinator: 
  Phil Vetra  604.530.5158 

Turning 101: 
  Gerry Vickers 604.463.0760 

Newsletter: 
 Editor Bruce Campbell 604.944.3028 

   editor@gvwg.ca 

 Publisher Robert Carlson 604 430 1866 

Digital Photography: 
  Dennis Cloutier   

Webmaster: 
  Steve Hansen 604.585.0638 

   webmaster@gvwg.ca 
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