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President's Column
Bill Fowle
Welcome to a new year at GVWG. I hope you had a wonderful summer filled with sun, fun and turning! Our events over the summer were a great success and I hope you were able to participate in some
of them.
The Summer BBQ went very well and lots of people showed up. The Auction raised about $1200 to
help with our programs. Thanks to Dan and the organizers for putting it all together.
And Thanks to Larry and those who opened their shops for Shop Crawls. Lot’s of turners were out
socialising and getting ideas for their own shops.
We need a volunteer to find a home for our Canada 150 Maple Tree. We are running out of time for it
to be a timely Canada 150 project. There are lots of ideas to help get the ball rolling, but I need someone to spearhead the project. Please let me know if you are interested.
KMS has renovated the classroom space we were using and is allowing us to do up the floor plan for
the lathe placement. This is a wonderful opportunity for us to set up the classroom the way we want.
Thanks to Brian and the people at KMS for looking after this project.
Speaking of KMS, please make sure your account there is linked to the GVWG. Check with them at
the cash the next time you shop there. The prizes for the President’s challenge and instant galley are
donated by KMS (amongst others) and the value of the prizes are determined by how much our members are spending. There is no cost to you, just that they track how much GVWG members are buying
and use that to determine the prizes they donate to us. So please make sure your account is linked to
GVWG.
I am please to announce that the Board has developed a new award to recognize members who have
volunteered above and beyond the norm. As you know our Guild runs on volunteers and everyone is
expected to do their bit. The GVWG Service Award is for those who have shown a higher level of volunteerism to the Guild. The award will be handed out based on nominations and merit but no more
than once a year. The Board will take nominations during the year and the presentation will be made
at the AGM. The terms of reference and nomination forms are available on our website
( www.gvwg.ca ).
And while we are talking about awards, please remember we have the Outstanding Contribution
Award for those who, over many years, have changed our Guild for the better. This award is reserved
for those who have provided many years of outstanding service that has had a great impact on our
Guild. That information is also available on our website.
The Board has also adopted a ‘Commercial Table’ policy for those outside our guild who would like to
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sell items at our meetings. This policy is just for non-members of our guild. We would like to make
sure the items for sale are turning related and of interest to our members. The policy states that a
limit of one table at the back of the room be allowed twice a year for each vendor. More information
coming soon. Please note we have grandfathered Pat and Denise (our wood suppliers) into the policy as they have been great supporters of our Guild for many years.
I would also like to remind you that we need certified demonstrators to help out with the demonstrations we have throughout the year. The certification is an easy process and focuses on turning
safety, not the quality of your turning. The first FOF this year will be about the safety items on the
certification checklist.
I am looking forward to seeing you at the meeting Thursday, September 28th.
Happy Turning!

Bill

Editor's Notes
Bruce Campbell
We are always looking for content for the newsletter so please let us know if you have story ideas,
announcements, success stories and so on. Send then to editor@gvwg.ca

Bruce Campbell eÉuxÜà VtÜÄáÉÇ
Bruce Campbell, editor and Robert Carlson, publisher

Front Cover:
pyrography and color by Lyn Mapson
in a bowl by Edric Lindstrom
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Tech Talk
Bruce Campbell
Attendance at Tech Talk was slim for our last session before summer. Still several excellent topics
came up.

6mm to 12mm and they ship promptly via US
Post.

A follow-on to that discussion was where to find
Mark reported a problem with vibration on a 6”x2” special fasteners. Robert suggested Pacific Fasteners but other complained that you need to buy a
bowl blank when using a mortise and chuck. He
felt confident that his tool was sharp and technique whole box. Robert reported that you should go to
was correct but the vibration continued. The sug- the back door where you can buy small quantities.
Good information to have.
gestion was made to check the bearings for wear.
If they need replacing BC Bearing is one good
Annie recently took a metal spinning class and was
source for new ones. I hope Mark reports back
looking for a metal spinning toolrest. Steve reportwith a follow-up to this one.
ed he had one she could have. When asked about
Steve reported getting very good service and excel- the burnishing tools, Annie said wooden tools were
lent pricing on replacement round carbide cutters used in her class. We look forward to seeing the
from WWW.AZCARBIDE.COM I was able to con- work she will provide.
firm his experience with a similar one myself.
Please bring your technical question or solutions to
Their prices are some of the best around and they
our next session.
include the special torx nuts in the purchase. Others charge for these. Their selection runs from

Free to a Good Home!
Craftsman 10” Radial Arm Saw
Contact Doug at gmdriver40@shaw.ca.
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Marbling and Blow Colouring
with Dan Gadassi
by Bruce Campbell with photographs by Phil Vetra
At the last Guild meeting Dan Gadassi shared two
colouring techniques with us. The first was marbling and the second was “blow colouring”.
Marbling is an ancient technique that involves
floating pigment on a surface of water and transferring that pigment to a surface – often paper.
This can be found on the flyleaf of some handbound books.

experimentation is required. The colouring agent
is drizzled or dropped on the surface of the water
and then distorted using a stick. An endless variety
of shapes and patterns can be achieved depending
how the colours are placed and how the stick is
drawn through the surface.

Once the desired pattern is achieved it can be
transferred to a surface – usually a sheet of paper.

The process can be done on plain water but it is
made much easier and more versatile if an agent is
added to the water. There are a number of recipes
for these agents but Dan simply used powdered
aluminium sulphate (often called paper maker’s
alum). Note: this is NOT the alum you use in pickling which apparently does not work very well. Use
about 1/3 C of powder to a gallon of water (20g/l in
metric). Stir well and pour into a large square tray
A wide variety of inks, paint, pigments, and dyes
can be used and each will react differently so some

After the colour is transferred the surface should
be rinsed is clear water and left to dry before handling.
Dan decided he would try this on a turned piece.
He recommends a light coloured wood and that it
be well-sanded. He suggests that we raise the
grain and sand it back several times. Then, paint
the surface with the alum solution and let it dry
before dipping
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The surface should be completely unfinished which random patterns are quite appealing and can be
raised the question of sanding sealer. Dan was un- repeated over and over to get multi-layers affects..
sure of the impact it would have on the process so
recommends experimentation before trying it on a
finished piece.

There are extra challenges when transferring on to
3D surfaces as the piece needs to be rolled to contact the desired surfaces. For this care and planning are required. Dan also suggested that masking techniques could be used to protect areas from
the colouring process.
The next technique Dan showed us is very simple.
Once again the surface needs to be sanded and the
grained raised several times. Then Dan simply
drops some liquid colour on the wood and blows it
around with compressed air. The feathery, semi-

Thanks, Dan, for the interesting techniques and
entertaining presentation. If you want more details on these techniques you should contact Dan
directly.

Healthy Hearts
By Brian Lunt
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In Memory
Of

Binh Pho (1955-2017)

“On August 23rd, 2017, the world lost gifted artist, visionary, and friend, Binh
Pho. We mourn the loss of a kind and creative spirit who generously supported
and influenced so many people in positive ways. We are blessed to have known
Binh, and we celebrate his life and honor his legacy. Our hearts go out to Binh's
family. “
from the AAW website:
We were very fortunate to have Binh here in November 2007 and he returned several years
later to demonstrate at the Fraser Valley Guild. It is a great sadness to know that we will
never have the chance to have him visit again.
Please visit http://www.woodturner.org/news/360800/Binh-Pho-Honoring-his-Life-andLegacy.htm for an in-depth look at his life and career.
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2017 Guild Picnic and Auction
by Bruce Campbell with photos by Phil Vetra
The Guild picnic and auction took place at Dan
Breck’s place on July 16th. About 40 members
and family attended under perfect skies. A special
thanks to Dan and Yolanda for allowing us in to
their wonderful garden space.

There was lots of food served pot luck style with
burgers and sausages provided by the Guild.
Thanks to Brian and Mori for running the grills.

We also took the opportunity to auction off 18
turned pieces made by demonstrators that have
visited us in the last few years. In addition, there
was a great selection of turning books and equipment donated to the Guild by Dennis and Kerry
who have moved to the Island.
The auction netted $1325 with the funds being
used to support our program of visiting demonstrators. Thanks to all that attended and made the

whole day a treat.
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Instant Gallery
March 22
Dan Breck – Bowl
– 13X5 – Cherry –
WoP
Bob Askew –
Yarn Bowl on
Legs – 8X18 –
Maple – Tung
Oil, Wax

Dan Breck – Live
Edge Bowl –
14X3 – Elm –
WoP

Brian Lunt –
Fridge
Magnet –
2X5 – Cherry
– WoP –
Made lots as
give aways

Dan Gadassi –
Coﬀee Tamper –
Maple

David Sweet –
Platter – 10X2 –
Raintree, Monkey
Pod – Mineral Oil,
Beeswax –
Canadian Botanical
Association Top
Botanist Award
2017

David Sweet –
Magnifying Glass –
Big Leaf Maple – LV
Turners Polish –
Top Graduate
Award Forensic
Science Course
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Instant Gallery
June 22

Greg Stack –
Passive iPod
Speaker – Oak –
Lacquer

Pat Driscoll –
Bowl – 6.5X2.5 –
Myrtle – WoP

David Kendall –
Maple – Bees
Wax

Pat Driscoll –
Bowl – 6.75X4 –
Spalted English
Walnut – WoP

Keith Ruttan –
Bowl – 9X3 –
Yellow Locust –
WoP

Pat Driscoll –
Bowl – 6X2.75 –
Maple, Black
Walnut – WoP

GVWG
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Instant Gallery
June 22

Pat
Driscoll –
Vase –
4X6.5 –
Maple,
Black
Walnut –
WoP

Pat
Driscoll
–
Experim
ent –
2.25X5 –
Sapelle,
Maple –
WoP

Pat
Driscoll –
Vase –
4.25X7.5
– BC
Dogwoo
d – WoP

Pat Driscoll –
Plate –
15.25X1.5 –
Berlinia – WoP

Peter Hill – Plate
– 10 – Cherry –
Tung Oil

Robert Stewart – French Rolling Pin –
2X16 – Maple, Epoxy – Mineral Oil, Wax

Peter Hill – Bowl
– 7X2 – Alder –
Tung Oil
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President's Challenge Gallery
What did NOT make it to the PC table

Cathy Friesen – Bowl
with Shell Inlay –
Spalted Maple – WoP
– Inlay Made from
Crushed Blue Shells
and CA

Steve Fairbairn – Planetary Box – 5X2 – London Plane –
Danish Oil

Greg Stack – Wine
Stopper – Walnut –
WoP

Beads of Courage

Marc Anderson –
Beads of Courage –
7X4 – Cherry, Walnut
– MinWax Teak Oil,
WoP

Marc Anderson –
Beads of Courage –
7X4.5 – Maple –
Dye, WoP

Steve Fairbairn – Planetary Box – 5X2 – London
Plane – Danish Oil
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Calendar of Events
2017‐2018
Date

Time

Location

Event
2017

Sep 28, 2017

6:30 P.M.

Sapperton Hall

Club Meeting
FoF – Alan Cusworth, What it takes to get certified
Main Speaker – Ed Pretty – Well-centered Handles

Oct 14, 2017

9:00 A.M.

Sapperton Hall

Neil Turner – all day demonstration

Oct 15, 2017

9:00 A.M.

KMS Tools classroom

Neil Turner – Hands-on Class (limit 6 persons)

Oct 26, 2017

6:30 P.M.

Sapperton Hall

Club Meeting
FoF – tba
Main Speaker - Steve Hansen – Turning with a TV

Nov 23, 2017

6:30 P.M.

Sapperton Hall

Club Meeting
FoF – tba
Main Speaker – Art Liestman – Colours and Textures

No meeting

Happy Holidays

Dec, 2017

2018
Jan 25, 2018

6:30 P.M.

Sapperton Hall

Club Meeting
FoF – tba
Main Speaker – tba

Feb 22, 2018

6:30 P.M.

Sapperton Hall

Club Meeting
FoF – tba
Main Speaker – tba

Mar 22, 2018

6:30 P.M.

Sapperton Hall

Club Meeting
FoF – tba
Main Speaker – tba

Apr 27, 2018

6:30 P.M.

Sapperton Hall

Club Meeting
FoF – tba
Main Speaker – tba

May 25, 2018

6:30 P.M.

Sapperton Hall

Club Meeting
FoF – tba
Main Speaker - tba

June 14-17,
2018
June 22,
2018

Oregon Convention
Center, Portland, OR
6:30 P.M.

Sapperton Hall

Club Meeting
FoF – tba
Main Speaker - tba
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Safety in the Workshop

Special Section

by Ron Hadar
In May, anticipating a nice long summer full of
woodturning, I was sharpening my bowl gouge on
the grinder. I was using the wolverine setup, but it
wasn’t working as it should have. Due to carelessness, senility or whatever other reason, I had not
removed the skew attachment, and this was blocking the bowl gouge from making the rotations
needed. Stupidly, I tried to use a bit more force,
and the gouge slipped. My hand, or to be more precise, the small finger on my left hand, hit the grinder. In a contest between power tools and body
parts, the power tool wins.

tendon was severed (which, by the way, greatly impressed the physical therapist. As he said, “the tendon is the size of a spaghetti noodle. How on earth
do you grind just 80% of it?!?”). Microsurgery followed, and both the small finger and the ring finger were splinted together for about two months
before they were allowed to start moving, since
they share a tendon a bit higher up, and moving
one will move the other. And any movement could
have snapped the tendon. After a few months, I
had to start trying to bend the two fingers which
had become so stiff that they were more or less
locked in a straight position.
Today: I can bend the fingers, and after warming
them up, even close them into a fist. Not as tight as
it used to be, but it will improve. The fingers stiffen
up if not moved for too long, but are no longer
locked straight. Hurts a bit to bend them into a
first, but I believe that enough practice and movement will solve this.
What did I learn? A few things, actually:

 First, if something you know should work isn’t,
stop! Step back. Look carefully if you haven’t
screwed something up.

 Second, If you are tired or impatient, Stop!
Rest, do something else, come back later. Trying to continue leads to mistakes (and a whole
wasted summer of no work, and lots of physical
therapy).

 Lastly, don’t try to force things with power
tools. As mentioned before, they will win.

Result: The top of the finger was cut, or to be precise, ground away, reaching the tendon. 80% of the
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GVWG Officers,
Appointees & Volunteers

Next Meeting:
Thursday Sept 282nd,
2017 at 6:30 PM,
Sapperton Hall, 318
Keary St, New Westminster BC
Food Providers:
Marney Smithies
John Spitters
Greg Stack
Robert Stewart
Chris Stiles
Rod Stott
David Sweet

President:

Bill Fowle

604.466.2150

president@gvwg.ca

Vice President:

Dan Breck

604.597.0027

communications@gvwg.ca

Secretary:

Des Wilson

604.936.2749

secretary@gvwg.ca

Treasurer:

Bob James

604.277.2765

Member At Large:

Dustin Cook

New Members Greeter:
Cathy Friesen

Dan Gadassi
Claudia Hayward

Main Speaker:
Ed Pretty – wellcentered handles
FoF Speaker:
Alan Cusworth –
“The Guild Certification Process”
President’s Challenge:
This month –
“Something Thin ”
October’s President’s Challenge:
Gaps

Brian Lunt
Cathy Nakagawa
Phil Vetra
Past President

Ed Pretty

Educational Coordina‐
tor:
Librarian:

Larry Stevenson

604.940.9760

Gerry Vickers

604.463.0760

Food Chief:

John Hammond

FOF Coordinator:

Phil Vetra

604.530.5158

Turning 101:

Barry Wilkinson

604.536.6870

Visiting Demonstrator
Liaison
Newsletter Editor:

Art Liestman

604.939.3843

Bruce Campbell

604.944.3028

Newsletter Publisher:

Robert Carlson

604.430.1866

Digital Photography:

Jay & Lin Mapson

Webmaster:

Steve Hansen

604.585.0638

editor@gvwg.ca

webmaster@gvwg.ca

