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Next Meeting:  
Thursday Feb 
22nd, 2018 at 6:30 
PM,  
Sapperton Hall, 
318 Keary St, New 
Westminster BC  

Food Providers:  
Dustin Cook 
Frank Cullis 
Allan Cusworth 
Pat Driscoll 
Gaalen Erickson 
Keith Evans 

New Members 
Greeter:  
Cathy Friesen 

FoF Speaker:  
Peter McLaren – 
Holding stuff on 
the lathe 

Main Speaker:  
Mori Kono – My 
Journey to Becom-
ing a Carver 

President’s Chal-
lenge: 
This month – 
“Gavel” 
Next time (March 
2018) - “Finial” 
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As my term as President comes to a close I would like to thank all the people on the past and present 
Boards of Directors and the many, many volunteers for all the work they have done on behalf of the 
Guild. Without all of your help the Guild would not be such a wonderful success. I have enjoyed 
working with, and becoming friends with, all of you. When I think back over the last four years (eight 
on the Board) the people are what I remember the most. THANKS! 

This months General Meeting is also our AGM where we will be presenting the minutes and financial 
reports from the last year, and electing a President, a Secretary and three Members At Large. Please 
plan to attend so we can count your vote. And if you would like a say in the future of our Guild, please 
step up and get nominated for one of the positions. Let me or one of the Board members know if you 
are interested or have any questions. 

I finally had the time to attend a demonstration and Sally Ault did not disappoint. It was wonderful to 
see how she could turn a sea urchin shell into a beautiful box. And I really enjoyed the decorating 
techniques she showed. Who would have thought to decorate a turning with egg shells? 

I have heard that a few of you may be going to Anacortes March 7th to see Stuart Batty demonstrat-
ing. It would be nice if someone could take some photos and let us know how it went in the next 
newsletter. 

I would like to thank Ed Pretty and all the volunteers who made the Lee Valley ‘Turning Event’ an-
other big success. Bringing awareness to our craft is one of our missions, and this event is a prime 
example of how we can be having fun in the community while showing off our talents. I am told that 
the display in the entry to the store was a big hit. 

Writing these columns, for me, has been one of the hardest things of being President. This is one job I 
will not miss. 

I wish the new President and Board all the best. We have a strong Guild that can only get better by 
building on the foundations the past Boards and volunteers have built. 

Happy Turning 

Bill  

This month’s President’s Challenge: Gavel 

March’s President’s Challenge: Finial 

Bill Fowle  

President's	Column		
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Bruce Campbell  

Editor's	Notes	

This month we will hold our Annual General Meeting (AGM).  This is a legal requirement for us to 
retain our status as a not-for-profit organization in BC.  We are required to present a financial re-
port and to elect Board members and officers consistent with our constitution.   

Our table officers – president, vice president, secretary, and treasurer – sever for 2 year terms with 
the president and secretary elected in even years and the VP and treasurer elected in odd years.  In 
addition, board members may serve a maximum of 2 terms (4 years) before having to step down for 
at least 1 term. 

We have always tried to make these AGMs informative, efficient, and quick.  However, we also are 
anxious to ensure that any questions or concerns are addressed. 

Please attend this month and participate (that means vote) in out AGM.  It is a simple way to keep 
the Guild running smoothly. 

We are always looking for content for the newsletter so please let us know if you have story ideas, 
announcements, success stories and so on.  Send then to editor@gvwg.ca  

Bruce Campbell     eÉuxÜà VtÜÄáÉÇ 
Bruce Campbell, editor and Robert Carlson, publisher 

Front	Cover:	
Raccoon	Offering	
By	Mori	Kono	
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We began this session of Tech Talk with a 
question concerning a project with a large, 
weak bark inclusion that extended to the edge 
of the piece.  The question was how to salvage 
the weak edge.  The geometry was such that 
using CA glue did not look promising so sever-
al suggested masking one side and filling it 
with epoxy resin.  Robert suggested using duct 
tape since the epoxy will not stick to it (nice 
trick). 

Another suggestion was inserting a butterfly or 
row of biscuits and then turning them to the 
desired shape 

And another suggestion was to NOT try to sal-
vage the edge but to let the inclusion open up 
and make that a feature of the piece.  

Good discussion all the way around and we 
look forward to seeing the finished results. 

Next, we talked about holding square pieces of 
dressed material so it can be turned on the face 
without marking the sides.  One member in-
geniously used his Coles jaws for this with 
great results.  Unlike using larger metal jaws 
there is much less risk of marking the stock 
and a much wider range of stock can be ac-
commodated.  Nice trick. 

Someone asked about making a tri-point bead-
ing tool.  These are commercially available as 
the one from Ashley Iles shown here: 

 

but they are 
easily made 
from a used 
gouge.  Once 
the tool has 
been ground 
to the bottom 
of the flute 
there is still 
excellent tem-
pered steel 
left.  Grinding 

a three-sided pyramid on the end yields a great 
general-purpose beading tool.  I will speak to 
Phil about doing an FoF session on how to use 
this versatile tool. 

Barry finished the session by showing some 
plastic finish storage bags he found on eBay.  
For those not familiar with them you might 
check out the Lee Valley offering at: 

http://www.leevalley.com/en/wood/
page.aspx?p=72867&cat=1,190,44133  

I have been storing Tung Oil and Wipe-on Poly 
in these bags for 2 years now and have had no 
loss due to evaporation or oxidation.  I highly 
recommend them for storing any of our finish-
ing products. 

We always hold a Tech Talk session starting at 
6:30 on meeting nights.  Please bring your 
questions, solutions and ideas to the next ses-
sion on Feb 22nd. 

By Bruce Campbell 

Tech	Talk	January	2018	



Text and Photos by Phil Vetra 

Focus	On	Fundamentals	
Dan	Breck	‐	On	Rolling	Pins		
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Dan started by stating that most of the focus we 
have with the various demonstrators is on tech-
niques, artistically pleasing forms, tools and safety.  
What we don’t get is instruction on functional 
forms. Often we make things we want to use but we 
don’t consider the end user.  

Dan’s wife wanted a French rolling pin and he did-
n’t have a clue what a French rolling pin was, so he 
went on the Internet to find the details of a rolling 
pin, size, shape and how to use it. He found next to 
no information but did find a website by a pastry 
chef. The chef formed a panel of pastry chef’s and 
had them test the leading brands of rolling pins 
and then asked them what they liked or not liked 
about them 

The study looked at the sizes of the standard, mar-
ble rolling pins and what they were good for. The 
study found that the French rolling pin was the 
best for pastry.  The standard size of a French roll-
ing pin is around 20” long though that varies 

somewhat. The shape varies. For a pastry chef you 
want a 10” flat section in the middle for rolling out 
pastry then a gradual taper 5” to each end. The di-
ameter of the pin can vary to the size of the user. 

In the photo below one pin is 1.75” diameter and 
the other 2”. There is a big functional difference in 
that range but those are the diameters you want to 
work within.  

Dan starts with a 2”X2” blank, turns it round and 
then turns it down to his target diameter.  You can 
use a skew or spindle roughing gouge for this but 
strive for a smooth surface to reduce sanding. Then 
use a sanding block with a hard backing for sand-
ing to retain the smooth surface.  

The hardest part of turning rolling pins is getting 
the two ends the same.  A little extra care at this 
point will yield a much nicer product. 

Commercial rolling pins are often squared off but 
can be very uncomfortable to use. Round off the 
ends making yours much “nicer”.  

Sanding is done under power until 320 grit.  Then 
Dan stops the lathe and sands with the grain at 320 
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and 400 grit.  This helps to eliminate  the cross-
grain scratches that often occur when spindle 
sanding.  

Dan finishes with a single a coat of Watco oil, al-
lows it to dry and then sands it with the grain using 
400 grit abrasive to knock off the raised grain.  

The study form the website tried various woods 
including European Beech, Hard Maple and Black 
Walnut.  The Walnut was the best because they 
found that it held the right amount of flour so it 
didn’t stick to the dough. 

Dan concluded his talk by saying that a rolling pin 
is easy to turn and  if you make it right you have a 
tool that a pastry chef will love 

 

Andy’s Wood Barn  
Big Sale 
75% OFF 

Andy’s Wood Barn in Abbotsford is in 
the process of selling off his 20+ years 
of stockpiling various wood species 
that he cut on his bandsaw mill. He has 
over $1,000,000 in slabs, blocks, etc. 

588 Marion Road, 
Abbotsford, BC 
V3G 1S7 Andy can be reached at 604-614-9282.  

Text messaging is best for him  

Andy’s Wood Barn 

Looking to sell all of it at 
75% off what you would pay 
elsewhere. A pickup truck 
load would be from $200 -
$700. You can buy as much 
or little as you want.  
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You first need to obtain a nice sea urchin. The 
Sputnik versions are sold by Craft Supply USA and 
others. The Alfonso, Purple, Green and White Mex-
ican Urchins are a bit harder to find but Etsy and 
EBay are good sources. You might even have a lo-
cal source…or a beach to find them on.  

To make the sea Urchin strong you fill it with insu-
lating foam. I use a brand from Home Depot called 
Great Stuff.  I prefer the type for windows because 
doesn’t expand quite as much.  

First completely cover the sea urchin with plastic 
wrap or foil and masking tape to prevent any of the 
foam from getting on the shell. Cut a large hole in 
the tape and plastic covering the hole at the top. 
Squirt in the foam being sure to get it into all the 
areas. It will continue to “grow” until it gets firm so 
don’t overfill.  I goes everywhere and you will soon 
see why it is important to cover the shell complete-
ly with plastic wrap. If you overfill with too small a 
hole it can break the shell. If you get foam on the 
shell it will discolor in time even if you think you 
got it cleaned off.  Once the foam is cured remove 
the tape and plastic wrap.  

Note that you won’t use the whole can of foam un-
less you are doing a large number of urchins but if 
you don’t clean the tube with acetone immediately 
you won’t be able to use it again.  

To determine the size of wood blank required you 
need to decide what the diameter of the rim of the 
box insert will be and add a bit for rounding to a 
cylinder.  Measure the height of the urchin to de-
termine the length of wood needed for the insert, 
add the desired height of the lid and the foot 
(including a longer than usual tenon) plus the 
amount of wood needed for 2 tenons and 2 parting 

cuts and that is the length of blank you will need 
for the box. If you want a finial from the same 
wood add that length to the blank or find a pen 
blank that is the same wood to use for the finial. A 
contrasting finial or one made from a different ma-
terial can be effective too.  

Round the blank to a cylinder, make a tenon on 
both ends and part between the base and the lid. 
Put the base into the chuck and form the lip that 
will overlap the hole in the shell. Shape the outside 
of the box (this part won’t be seen) to the desired 
depth. Create a small tenon on the bottom for in-
surance.  

Cut in a step for the lid to rest on making sure it 
being cut into solid wood. If you make the interior 
too wide you may cut off the rim of the box. Make 
sure the sides of the recess for the lid are perfectly 
straight and deep enough to provide a stable spot 
for the lid.  

Hollow the inside remembering that it shouldn’t be 
too deep since it is a small box. I generally make 
the depth about the same dimension as the width 
of the interior. I gently round the bottom rather 
than making straight sides.  

(Continued on page 8) 

by Sally Ault 

Making	a	Sea	Urchin	Box	
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Sand and finish the rim and inside. No need to fin-
ish the outside since it will be hidden inside the 
shell.  

Put the lid blank into the chuck. Determine the 
width of the lid and the width of the tenon which 
will fit into the recess in the base of the box. Give 
some thought to how the rim of the base and lid 
shapes work together. The lid can be wider than 
the rim of the base, the same diameter or narrow-
er. It is a design choice. Make sure the tenon on the 
lid is perfectly straight. The fit should not be tight - 
this is a one handed opening box and you don’t 
need a tight fit to work on the lid.  

Once the tenon is the right size, create a slight 
dovetail inside the tenon going deep enough to get 
into solid wood and then create a curved recess in 
the lid. Sand and Finish the tenon, rim and inside 
the lid.  

Rough out the shape of the top of the lid as far as 
possible while it is still in the chuck. You can sup-
port the lid using the tailstock with a non-marring 
insert while you are shaping.  Once you are close to 

the desired shape part it off (the wood remaining 
in the chuck is for the foot) and turn it around in a 
chuck with the jaws expanding into the lids dove-
tail recess. I use a piece of paper towel to help 
avoid any marks from the chuck jaws. Support the 
lid with the tailstock. (I use an extension point with 
the smallest pin) and finish turning the top of the 
lid. Take very light cuts.  

If you are making a tall finial you can make the fi-
nial separately from the lid with a 1/8” or ¼” tenon 
on the end…make the corresponding recess in the 
lid and connect them after both the lid and finial 
are completed.  

For the foot, measure the area to be covered by the 
shell side of the foot. Round to a cylinder and cut a 
tenon that will be inserted into the shell. Cut a 
small tenon on the end of that tenon to use when 
finishing the bottom of the foot.  

Shape the part of the foot that will touch the shell 
with an undercut so the shell will fit up into it if 
needed.  

Shape the outside of the foot making sure the base 
is wide enough to give support to the shell. Part off 

(Continued from page 7) 
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as much of an undercut as possible so there isn’t as 
much turning to do when it is turned around in the 
chuck. Sand and finish all the accessible areas.  

Secure the small tenon into the chuck and support 
the foot area with the tailstock for as long as possi-
ble. Again I use the extension point with the small-
est pin for this. Shape the underside of the foot as 
far as possible then remove the tailstock and com-
plete the cutting. Sand and finish the underside. If 
you make a foot with a pedestal it can be made in 
one piece or in two pieces similar to adding a finial. 

Using a rotary tool with a small cylindrical sander 
or abrasive bit, start cutting out the shell to the di-
ameter of the insert. Measure carefully and draw a 
line at the proper diameter. Shape the hole slowly 
so you don’t crack off any shell. Keep trying the 
insert. Only take as much foam out as needed. 
Don’t make the shell too tight against the wood in 
case of movement of the wood. Glue insert into the 

shell with 5 minute epoxy.  

Using a smaller abrasive bit make the hole for the 
foot tenon in the bottom. Keep trying for size…
again don’t make the fit too tight.  

If you have a tall finial and/or a pedestal foot you 
will need to take extra care to line them up since 
shells are not symmetrical. Glue in the foot with 5 
minute epoxy.  

 
Sally Ault visited us last month and enter-
tained us with an all-day demonstration on 
Saturday and six lucky members spent an 
all-day hands-on class with her on Sunday. 

Sally was kind enough to leave us with this 
step-by-step for making her Sea Urchin 
boxes. 

Thanks very much, Sally. 



 

January 25 2018 

Instant	Gallery	
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Barry 
Wilkinson – 
Platter – 
13.5X1 – 
Walnut – Tung 
oil, buffed 

Barry 
Wilkinson – 
Dish – 11X1.25 
– FoG – Tung 
oil, Buffed – 
Lichtenberg 
Pyrography 

Barry 
Wilkinson – 
Yarn Bowl – 
7X4.5 – Maple – 
Tung oil, 
Buffed 

Bryan Lunt – 2.5X6 – Multi 
Axis Turning – 2.5X6 – 
Maple, Costco pill bottle – 
Purple Acrylics – Art 
Liestmen inspired  

Barry 
Wilkinson – 
Platter – 15X1 – 
Various 
laminated – 
Tung oil, 

Barry 
Wilkinson – 
Footed Bowl – 
12.5X5 – Maple 
– Tung oil, 
Buffed 
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Instant	Gallery	

Bryan Lunt – 
Platter – 15X1.75 
– Maple – Satin 
WoP 

Ed Job – 
Jewelry Box – 
9X9.5 – 
Amboyna 
Burl, 
Cocobolo, 
Maple, 
Walnut, 
Poplar, Elm, 
Cocobolo 
finial – Oil  

Bryan 
Lunt – 
Multi Axis 
Turning – 
3X10.5 – 
Maple – 
Pen, stain 
lacquer, 
ACR 

Bryan Lunt – Multi Axis 
Turning – 2.5X6 – Maple, 
Costco pill bottle – Brown 
Acrylics – Art Liestman 
inspired 



 

January 25 2018 

Instant	Gallery	
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Dan Gadassi 
– Spin Top – 
Maple 

Picture 
caption 

Dex Hallwood 
– Bowl – 
6.5X1.5 – 
Chestnut – 
Tung oil 

George Wood – 
Potpourie bowl 
– 6X2.5 – 
Acacia – WoP 

Keith Hudson 
– Platter – 
12X0.5 – 
Cherry, 
Acrylic, 
plexiglass – 
Saman 
Varnish 

Keith Hudson 
– Thee Tower 
– 7X12 – 
Figured 
Maple – 
Lacquer 

Keith Ruttan – 
Bowl – 6.5X2.5 
– Dogwood – 
WoP 
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January 25 2018 

Instant	Gallery	

Lin 
Mapson 
– New 
Survivor 
– 2.5X3 – 
Maple, 
burning 

Keith Ruttan – 
Bowl – 10.5X5 – 
Dogwood – 
WoP 

Lance 
Rossington – 
Just for Yew  – 
3 vases – Yew – 
Spray lacquer 

Marian and 
John 
Hammond – 

Lance 
Rossington – 
Platter – Ash – 

Keith Ruttan – 
Tray – 15X4.5 – 
Maple – Maple 
– WoP 

Keith Ruttan – 
Hollow Vessel 
– 6.5X2.5 – 
Maple – WoP 



 

 

January 25 2018 

Instant	Gallery	
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Mori Kono – Raccoon Offering 
Acorn – Yellow Cedar – Turned 
Acorns and carved raccoon and 
chipmunk  

Pat Driscoll – Ornament – 
2X2.75 – Sapelle, Maple – 
WoP 

Pat Driscoll – 
Bowl – 9X4 – 
Black Walnut – 
WoP 

Tom Byrom – 
Bowl  – Cherry – 
Claphams 
Beeswax 

Pat Pat Driscoll – 
Ornament – 
1.75X2.75 – 
Sapelle, Maple – 
WoP 



Page 15 GVWG 

Pat Driscoll – 
Bowl – 
8.25X4.75 – 
Black Walnut – 
WoP 

January 25 2018 

Instant	Gallery	

 

BEADS	OF	COURAGE	

Keith 
Hudson – 
Bead Box – 
7X7.5 – 
Figured 
Maple, 
Poly pipe – 
Decoupage 
– Saman 
Varnish 

Subject: “NEW” 

President's	Challenge	Gallery	

Dex 
Hallwood – 
Lidded Box – 
4X3 – Maple 
– WoP – First 
Lidded Box 

Rachel – 
New Stem 
for Wine 
Glass – 
Red Cedar 
– Butcher 
block oil 
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Subject: “NEW” 

President's	Challenge	Gallery	

Art Liestman – 
Yep, it's a bowl – 
4X1.25 – Curly 
Big Leaf Maple – 
Flame Textured – 
Krylon Artist 
Fixative 

Cathy Friesen – 
Textured Bowl 
Practice Piece – 
Cherry – Acrylic 
paint – New 
texturing 
techniques learned 
at Art Liestmans 
Workshop 

Dan 
Gadassi – 
Cherry – 
New 
Bottom 

Lin Mapson – 
New Survivor 
– 2.5X3 – 
Maple, 
burning 

George Wood – 
Beer Bottle – 8X3 
– WoP – Old 
Style 

Dan Lemire – 
New Moon 
Bowl – 12X4 – 
Maple – Buffed 
– Black stain, 
Carving 
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Calendar	of	Guild	Events	2017‐18	

Date Time Location Event 

2017 

Sep 28, 2017 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – Alan Cusworth, What it takes to get certified 
Main Speaker – Ed Pretty – Well-centered Handles 

Oct 14, 2017 9:00 A.M. Sapperton Hall Neil Turner – all day demonstration 

Oct 15, 2017 9:00 A.M. KMS Tools classroom Neil Turner – Hands-on Class (limit 6 persons) 

Oct 26, 2017 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 

Club Meeting 
FoF – Jim Johnson – Suction Fit Box 
Main Speaker  - Steve Hansen – Turning with a 
Camera 

Nov 23, 2017 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 

Club Meeting 
FoF – Ed Pretty – Clean Bowl Cuts and Other Tricks 
Main Speaker – Art Liestman – Colours and Tex-
tures 

Dec, 2017   No meeting Happy Holidays 

2018 

Jan 25, 2018 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – Dan Breck – Rolling Pins 
Main Speaker – Ed Pretty - Duplication 

Feb 22, 2018 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 

Club Meeting 
FoF – Peter McLaren – Holding stuff in the Lathe 
Main Speaker – Mori Kono – My Journey to Be-
coming a Carver 

Mar 22, 2018 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – tba 
Main Speaker – Bruce Campbell – Turning Bamboo 

Apr 26, 2018 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – tba 
Main Speaker – Beyond the ABCs 

May 24, 2018 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – tba 
Main Speaker - tba 

June 14-17, 
2018   

Oregon Convention 
Center, Portland, OR   

June 21, 2018 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – tba 
Main Speaker - tba 
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 Next Meeting:  
Thursday Feb 22nd, 
2018 at 6:30 PM,  
Sapperton Hall, 318 
Keary St, New West-
minster BC  
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President: Bill Fowle 604.466.2150 president@gvwg.ca 

Vice President: Dan Breck 604.597.0027 communications@gvwg.ca 

Secretary: Des Wilson 604.936.2749 secretary@gvwg.ca 

Treasurer: Bob James 604.277.2765   

Member At Large: Dustin Cook     

  Dan Gadassi     

  Claudia Hayward     

  Brian Lunt     

  Cathy Nakagawa     

  Phil Vetra     

Past President Ed Pretty     

Educational  

Coordinator: 
Larry Stevenson 604.940.9760   

Librarian: Gerry Vickers 604.463.0760   

Food Chief: John Hammond     

FOF Coordinator: Phil Vetra 604.530.5158   

Turning 101: Barry Wilkinson 604.536.6870   

Visiting  

Demonstrator  

Liaison 

Art Liestman 604.939.3843   

Newsletter Editor: Bruce Campbell 604.944.3028 editor@gvwg.ca 

Newsletter  

Publisher: 
Robert Carlson 604.430.1866   

Digital Photog‐

raphy: 
Jay & Lin Mapson     

Webmaster: Steve Hansen 604.585.0638 webmaster@gvwg.ca 


