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President's Column
Bill Fowle
I hope you had a wonderful Christmas and Santa spoiled you with tools and supplies to support your
turning habits.
The Lee Valley Coquitlam joint venture between us and Fraser Valley is still on until the end of the
month. Club demonstrations take place on the weekends but there is an excellent display of members
work in the entryway of the store that can be seen at all times. It is well worth the time to see that display featuring work by around 20 members. And while you are there please take the time to vote for
your favorite in the People Choice balloting. Thanks to all those that participated either with work or
as demonstrators and a big thanks to Ed Pretty who, once again, organized the event this year.
We will hold our Annual General Meeting at the February meeting where the Guild will present its financial report, deal with outstanding business issues, and elect several new Board members, including
a new President, Secretary, and three Members at Large. Past presidents, Art Liestman, Bruce Campbell, and Ed Pretty will act as the nomination committee this year so if you have an interest in serving
on the Board please approach one of them of say, “yes” when one of them taps you on the shoulder.
Please remember that the success of our Guild is only possible through the dedication of our volunteer
base. Please step up and do your part.
The reworking of Turing 101 worked out very well in 2017 so the new format will be the “standard” going forward. Once again, Barry Wilkinson will organize the program that will feature three day-long
sessions focusing completely on how to turn safely and effectively. In the past beginning turners have
been given priority but now that they have been given the chance we are opening registration to all
members. If you are interested in improving your skills or fixing a problem that you may be having,
you might consider taking the program.
Many of you have let your demonstration certification lapse, so Dan will be emailing out a list of those
who should get recertified this year. We will have that list at the next meeting as well. Please check and
see if you are on it so you can arrange the recertification. Remember without a broad range of certified
demonstrators we cannot offer such a varied selection of topics at our meetings, and you cannot
demonstrate if you have a Guild sanctioned display or event. Certification takes less than an hour and
there are a number of accreditors you can choose from spread out all over the lower mainland. You
probably already know most of them.
Happy Turning!

Bill
January’s President’s Challenge: New
February’s President Challenge: Gavel

Front Cover:
From the V
by Art Liestman
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Editor's Notes
For the new year I thought I would give a short list of guild sites across Canada
1. WGO • Woodturners Guild of Ontario
2. Toronto Woodturners Guild
3. Home - Edmonton Woodturners Guild
4. Calgary Woodturner’s Guild
5. FVWG - Fraser Valley Woodturners Guild
6. Grey Bruce Woodturners Guild
7. Edmonton Woodturners Guild
8. Chinook Woodturning Guild
9. Nova Woodturners Guild
10. Simcoe Woodturners Guild
11. South Saskatchewan Woodturners Guild

Have a look around and have fun.

Bruce Campbell eÉuxÜà VtÜÄáÉÇ
Bruce Campbell, editor and Robert Carlson, publisher
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Tech Talk
Bruce Campbell
We had a brief Tech Talk at the last meeting (Nov
2017). One member wanted to know where to
source Cubic Boron Nitride (CBN) wheels for his
grinder. CBN is a very hard human-made, abrasive
material that has revolutionized sharpening in the
woodturning world over the last few years. CBN
grinder run much cooler than stone wheels, last
almost indefinitely and come with wider grinding
surfaces (around 2 inches) making them more suitable to woordturning. While they are more expensive than stone wheels their durability, performance and safety make them attractive choices.
A quick internet search brings us a number of suppliers both here and abroad and they offer a number of options as well. In addition to size (6”, 8”,
etc.), some wheels have rounded edges that offer
additional grinding options.
One feature worth examining is the make-up of the
hub of the wheel. Some are steel which makes
them very stable but also quite heavy. On start-up
of the grinder they put a heavy load on the motor
which may shorten its life. They also remain spinning for much longer that stone wheels.
Alternately, some hubs are made from plastic.
This sacrifices a little precision in exchange for being much lighter. They present much less load on
the grinder motor and are easier to slow down/
stop when the situation requires it.
The next question was about small hollowing tools
and with which to get started. The group agreed
that there are many choices generally broken down
to hand held units and torque-arresting systems.
For smaller forms less than 4” high or wide, hand
held tools work well. Larger vessels put a lot of

torque on the tool and for them torque-arresting
systems make sense.
There are a wide variety of torque-arresting tools
including front-captured units, rear-captured
units, outrigger units, and articulating systems.
Systems are available to lathes ranging from mini
to giant sizes and prices vary widely as well. Perhaps the simplest and most cost effective way to
get started is to take a class from someone you
trust. The cost of that class will certainly pay for
itself in frustration and saved money of inappropriate tools.
We always hold a Tech Talk session starting at
6:30 on meeting nights. Please bring your questions, solutions and ideas to the next session on
Jan 25th.

BEADS OF COURAGE

Steve
Hansen –
Beads of
Courage
Box

GVWG
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FOF ‐ Making a “Sweet” Bowl Cut
with Ed Pretty
By Phil Vetra and Bruce Campbell
A “sweet” cut in bowl turning can be defined as a
cut where everything goes perfectly. The tool
seems to slide through the wood leaving no ridges
or bumps, and the cut surface has little or no tearout.
Making a “sweet” cut starts by making the cutting
edge follow an arch as shown in the image below:

To do this it is necessary to lower the tool handle as
you push into the wood and raise it again as you
near the center of the bowl. However, if you have a
smaller lathe and your tool handle is relatively long
you will foul on the bed of the lathe as you swing
into the cut. This can be resolved by either having
shorter or adjustable handles.
When you begin the cut the flute should be closed
as you first touch the wood to prevent skating and
then rolled open as the cut begins. By pushing the
gouge forward only with your back hand there will
be less effort, nice shavings and a clean surface.
Today host turners use the “Irish” grind or swiped
back grind rather than the “traditional” grind.

There are two advantages:
the cut takes full advantage of the shear angle of
the wood
the bevel can be kept on the work which reduces
ridging and tear-out

The Irish or “fingernail” grind is harder to sharpen
by hand but easy to do with a fingernail jig. The
traditional grind only requires a grinder platform
set at your preferred angle. You simply place the
edge on the grinder and roll it side to side while
keeping the shaft perpendicular to the stone. Some
turners who use this grind will swing the tool toward the stone as they near the corner of the flute.
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This grinds the corner back a little and reduces the
risk if it catching inside the bowl.

GVWG
vibration in the bowl.

To get a good fit it is so important to have perpendicular face on the bottom of the bowl for the jaws
A critical factor in getting a great cut is to have a
faces to butt up against. Ed “registers” his blank by
sharp gouge. Ed’s rule is to sharpen before it gets
putting the tenon in the chuck and only lightly
dull and that has more worth than anything.
tightening the chuck. Then he brings the tail stock
There is always movement in the wood regardless
up against the bowl and presses it with the quill to
of whether it is dry or wet so Ed takes the wood out
ensure that it is flush to the jaws. When he is sure
of the inside of the bowl in steps. Cut the first inch
the bowl is properly registered, he tightens the
or so to the finish wall thickness and then do the
chuck, making sure that the jaw faces are positively
next inch. The thicker wall below the current cut
engaged.
will steady that cut. Note that after two or three
“steps” the rim may be quite unstable and it is best
not to try re-cutting that area.
When you get to the bottom of the bowl it is easy to
start rubbing the heel of the gouge on the wood.
This leaves nasty burnish marks that can be hard
to sand out. But, if you adjust your cut carefully it
is possible to avoid this.

With care and practice it is possible to make clean,
precise, and controllable cuts making them much
more fun and reducing sanding a lot.

Thanks for tips, Ed.
When Ed gets to the dime size knob or hump on
the bottom he backs up the tool, floats it on the
surface and pushes forward. He strives to adjust
the bevel of the cut to just clear of that nub. If he
misses he leaves the bevel on the wood and draws
back again, readjusts the bevel and tries again.
Leaving the bevel on the surface allows him to
make micro-adjustments to get the right cut.
Another very important factor that contributes to
a great cut is a proper fitting tenon. This reduces
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Brian’s Butter ly Ring
by Bruce Campbell
Brian Lunt took a page from the Canada 150 Project last year to use the ring turning technique to
turn a ring of butterflies. Each butterfly was sanded and coloured and then made into a mobile as a
gift for a friend.
It is good to see members taking on projects with
skill gained from the collaborative project. It
makes it worth doing.
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The 2018 Tool Swap
by Bruce Campbell, Photos by Dave Sweet, Jay Mapson, and Lin Mapson
I had a number of tools in my shop that I had not
used in a while and wanted to sell them. Then I
thought that other members would have the same
problem and the idea of a Swap Meet came to me.
Notice went out to all our members and those of
the Fraser Valley Guild to meet on January 13th at
Sapperton Hall where we would all “share”. I knew
the event would fly when several members called
me for details and to make suggestion on ways to
make the morning better. Dan suggested that the
Guild have a table where people could put just one
or two items down rather than have a table. This
worked out well both for the Guild and those that
used the service.
10 “vendors” set up starting at 9:00 AM. The clear
winner of the lots-of-stuff-to-sell award was Art

with two very full tables and a helper. But there
was a WIDE variety of items available from high
tech light sources and pressure gauges to tools,
sandpaper, and advice. All that I spoke with enjoyed themselves and most of the things that were
brought went to new homes.
It has been about seven years since our last sale so
there certainly was a pent-up demand but it likely
does not make sense to do it again every year. Perhaps we should wait for two or three years and let
everyone accumulate more “stuff”.
Thanks to all that took part and especially Jay and
Lin Mapson for handling the cash. It was a lot of
fun and now I have less stuff to trip over in my
shop.

GVWG
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Instant Gallery
November 2017

Art Liestman –
From the V –
20.5X11.5X2.25 –
Quilted Big Leaf
Maple, Acrylic –
Workable
Fixative

Dan Breck – Bowl
– 14X3 – Spalted
Maple – WoP

Dan Breck – Yarn
Bowl – 8X3 –
Maple – WoP
Chris Stiles –
Bowl – 12X3 –
Maple – Tung Oil

Chris Stiles –
Natural Edge
Bowl – 8X3 –
Walnut – Tung
Oil

Dan Godussi –
Pen Holders –
Sapelle – Almond
Oil
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Instant Gallery
November 2017

David Adolph – 3
Mushrooms – 1.5
‐2X3‐4 – Holly –
None

Greg Plotnikoﬀ
– Hollow Form –
6.5X11 – Poplar
Burl – Spray
Lacquer

John Hammond
– Ornament –
2X6.5 – Maple,
Purpleheart,
Rosewood, Ply –
Krystal Kote –
First of a Series
David Adolph –
Mixing Bowl –
Silver Maple –
Beeswax

Keith Hudson –
Knitting Bowl –
8X6 – Cherry
Root – Walnut
Oil

Keith Hudson –
Xmas
Ornaments –
19X18 – Mixed
Woods – Mixed
Finishes

GVWG
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Instant Gallery
November 2017
Keith Ruttan –
Bowl – 22X2.5 –
Maple – WoP – 2
Sided

Keith Ruttan –
Deep Bowl –
14X8.5 – Maple –
WoP

Kith Ruttan –
Bowl – 10X3.5 –
Maple – WoP –
Fits in 2 Sided
Bowl

Mark Anderson –
Garlic Cellar –
3.5X5 – Cherry –
Food Grade
Mineral Oil

Wolf Scherrelies
– Bowl – 9.5X3 –
Maple – WoP

Phil Vetra – Alien
Garden – 5.5X3 –
Apple – Metal
Reactive Paints

Phil Vetra –
Friendship
Flask – 4X7 –
Maple – Metal
Reactive
Paint
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President's Challenge Gallery
Handle
Chris Stiles – Bell
with a
Handle2.5X8 –
Cherry – Tung Oil
– Wood is Still
Wet

Kevin Melanson –
Handels Baton –
Beech, Black
Walnut –
Beeswax

Peter McLaren –
Make the Handle
Fit the Tool
Keith Hudson –
Handled Cookie
Tray – 9X5.5 –
Spalted Birch,
Lexan – Saman
Varnish

Peter McLaren –
Handle With
Care – 3.5X7 –
Maple,
Mahogany –
WoP, Beeswax

Mark Anderson –
Tool Handles –
1.375X12 –
Cherry, Yellow
Heart – None

David Adolph –
Handle –
1.5X12.75 –
Butternut – None

John Spitters – 6
Lathe Tool
Handles –
Various Lengths
– Figured Maple –
WoP

GVWG

Page 13

Calendar of Guild Events 2017-18
Date

Time

Location

Event
2017

Sep 28, 2017

6:30 P.M.

Sapperton Hall

Club Meeting
FoF – Alan Cusworth, What it takes to get certified
Main Speaker – Ed Pretty – Well-centered Handles

Oct 14, 2017

9:00 A.M.

Sapperton Hall

Neil Turner – all day demonstration

Oct 15, 2017

9:00 A.M.

KMS Tools classroom

Neil Turner – Hands-on Class (limit 6 persons)

Oct 26, 2017

6:30 P.M.

Sapperton Hall

Nov 23, 2017

6:30 P.M.

Sapperton Hall

Dec, 2017

Club Meeting
FoF – Jim Johnson – Suction Fit Box
Main Speaker - Steve Hansen – Turning with a
Camera
Club Meeting
FoF – Ed Pretty – Clean Bowl Cuts and Other
Tricks
Main Speaker – Art Liestman – Colours and Textures

No meeting

Happy Holidays
2018

Jan 25, 2018

6:30 P.M.

Sapperton Hall

Feb 22, 2018

6:30 P.M.

Sapperton Hall

Mar 22, 2018

6:30 P.M.

Sapperton Hall

Apr 26, 2018

6:30 P.M.

Sapperton Hall

May 24, 2018

6:30 P.M.

Sapperton Hall

June 14-17,
2018
June 21,
2018

Club Meeting
FoF – tba
Main Speaker – Ed Pretty - Duplication
Club Meeting
FoF – tba
Main Speaker – Mori Kono – My Journey to Becoming a Carver
Club Meeting
FoF – tba
Main Speaker – Bruce Campbell – Turning Bamboo
Club Meeting
FoF – tba
Main Speaker – Beyond the ABCs
Club Meeting
FoF – tba
Main Speaker - tba

Oregon Convention
Center, Portland, OR
6:30 P.M.

Sapperton Hall

Club Meeting
FoF – tba
Main Speaker - tba
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