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President's Column
By Steve Fairbairn
When you see a tree in the forest, what do you see? I often marvel at the majesty of the larger trees as
I inhale the heavily oxygenated and humid forest air. Sometimes I marvel at mature trees or fairy
rings that started life on huge nurse stumps left over from 100-year old logging operations. Other
times I’m amazed at the large, old, barkless, dead “peckerwood” trees almost completely perforated
by woodpeckers in search of tasty bugs. Occasionally I scratch my head trying to imagine what happened to a tree whose trunk is bent, bowed or twisted. However, I suspect that, like a lot of wood artists, I also tend to spot the burls, or anomalies in a tree that might indicate some amazing figure, or
maybe an interesting crotch or other feature that would make for an interesting turning.
Recently, while walking in the woods with fellow woodturner, we stopped to admire a very large, Big
Leaf Maple with multiple large branches reaching above the tree canopy. After a few seconds of admiring the tree, I looked over at my companion and could see that he was in deep thought. I was
about to ask him what he was thinking about when he announced, “That’s a 200-bowl tree!”. I had to
snicker inwardly at this proclamation. While I’ve been guilty of counting the burls on a particularly
gnarly tree, it never ever occurred to me to calculate how many bowls a particular tree might yield. I
laughed out loud and thought to myself that only a woodturner would look at a tree that way. It didn’t
occur to me until much later to ask how big the bowls were.
What a great turnout we had for the GVWG Summer BBQ! The weather was perfect, the food was
amazing but, best of all for me, we got to hang out in Dan Breck’s incredibly beautiful backyard park
with a gang of woodturners. The tool swap was a great success and many of us were able to find new
homes for our surplus tools. Michele and I were able to divest ourselves of a good portion of what we
brought with us but we still managed to come home with more than we arrived with. The club was
also quite successful in liquidating its surplus assets, some sold and some auctioned. There were a
few serious bidding wars, especially for items donated by many of our past demonstrators. I especially want to thank our hosts, Dan and Yolanda Breck for not only inviting all of us to their home but
also planning and organizing the BBQ. Also a big thanks to Cathy Nakagawa for managing the potluck and to everyone who brought all the amazing dishes. I can’t wait to do it again next year!
I’m pleased to announce that Peter Hill has volunteered to take over coordination of Turning 101 and
Tracy Kennedy has volunteered to assist. They take over from Barry Wilkinson who has taken care of
Turning 101 so ably for the last two years. Thanks Barry and welcome Peter and Tracy.
I’m also pleased to announce that Jay Mapson has volunteered to take on the task of growing and
managing GVWG’s social media presence.
As I write this, the Curt Theobald demo is days away and, while you won’t read this until after his
demo, I hope to see a great turnout for what I’m sure will be a fascinating day.
September’s President’s Challenge – Multimedia: A turning that includes wood and one or more nonwood materials.
October’s Presidents Challenge - Eccentric or multi-axis turning

Steve
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Editor's Notes
By Bruce Campbell
We hope you enjoyed your summer and are excited to get back to regular Guild meeting this Fall.
Registration will take place at our September meeting so please come prepared to sign up.
We hope you enjoy reading this issue and remember, we are always looking for content for the
newsletter so please let us know if you have story ideas, announcements, success stories and so on.
Send then to editor@gvwg.ca

Bruce Campbell eÉuxÜà VtÜÄáÉÇ
Bruce Campbell, editor and Robert Carlson, publisher

Front Cover:
Mori Kono – 1928 Bugatti T40
one eighth scale
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Tech Talk
By Robert Carlson
George began the discussion by asking about the
process of changing sanding disks on a stationary
disk sander and what type of new disks to use.

seen but even if they only last a year or two they
are still good value.

Next, Steve brought one of his latest creations; a
The old disk can usually be peeled off by hand but fingernail sharpening jig similar to a Oneway Varimay leave some old adhesive behind. This can be
grind or an Ellsworth jig. This one made from salcleaned with acetone or contact cement thinner.
vaged computer parts (think 1980s era disk farms).
The discussion then turned to using a pre-glued
Using a leveling leg used for cabinetry. There is a
disc or and regular abrasives with an applied adhe- quick-threaded plunger that threads down to capsive. Pre-glued disks are quicker to install and
ture the gouge and hold it square while the arm
have a variety of grits. More selection is available if provides stable layback angle.
you use abrasive sheet cut to size. Adhesive types
The advantage is the quick clamp and release
available are mostly spray on types from 3M.
mechanism along with a positive squaring action.
Steve brought his new Chinese micro-motor tool
The fixed angle of the arm might be a disadvantage
(dental lab type) that he purchased from Alifor those that change that angle on other jigs.
Express for under $200.00C (quite nice). The
While others that always use the same angle would
model is listed as a Marathon III
not see this as a problem.
I have found that same units can be found on Amazon.ca for similar pricing.

Specifications:
Tips size :2.35mm
Input voltage:0-30V
Electric current:0-650mh
Rotate speed:0-35000

Content:
1X Micro motor N3 S05
1X Contra angle handpiece
1X Straight cone handpiece
1X E type connector
1X Foot pedal
1X Conversion plug

Early tests indicate these units have lots of torque
and run smoothly and the motor remains cool.
How they perform in the long term remains to be

It is always great to see what our members are
coming up with so please share your own innovations.
And, please bring your questions and ideas to the
next Tech Talk.

GVWG
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Focus On Fundamentals– Turning Beads
By Bruce Campbell

June 28 2018

Phil was good enough to allow me to present beading techniques at the June meeting. Here are
the highlights of that presentation.
Lots of tools can be used to cut beads and they can be divided roughly into those that cut a single
sized bead and those that can be used to cut beads of any size.
The advantage of the former is that is makes it easy to cut a series of beads of the same diameter.
One disadvantage, of course, is that you need one for every size (diameter) you wish to cut. Another is that these are primarily scraping tools that leave a surface that often needs sanding. Here
are a few examples:

d-Way

Sorby – Type 1

Sorby – type II

Ashley Iles

Hamlet

Lie-Nielsen
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To get best performance form these specialty
All of this second group of tools work in a similar
scrapers it is best to keep them sharp, use them
way:
with the toolrest is close to the work, and stop just
1. Mark the outside edges of the bead(s)
before the apex of the tool (figure 1). This will min2. Cut “v” grooves on each edge
imize tear out.
3. Mark the center of the beads

4. Cut a thin cut of the outside edge of the bead
5. Repeat a little closer to the center
6. Repeat until reaching the center but do not
cut on center

7. Repeat for the other side of the bead.

Figure 1

The advantage with the second class of beading
tools is that they are often multi-purpose tools and
can be used to cut virtually any size of bead. These
tools include:









Spindle Gouge w/ fingernail grind
Bowl Gouge w/ fingernail grind
Beading and Parting tool
Bedan (French or English)
Skew
Teardrop beading tool
Tri-point beading tool.

Of those on this list only the last two need added
explanation as the rest are common tools in our
kits. Here are images to the teardrop and tri-point
beading tools:

d-Way teardrop tool

Tri-point tool

This second group of tools is harder to master than
the first but once you have the skills you can cut
faster and with less/no tear-out.
I hope you found my talk to be informative and
helpful. Please feel free to contact me if you have
any questions.

Bruce at editor@gvwg.ca

GVWG
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Keith Hudson Demonstration –
Turning a Pivot‐Lidded Salt Cellar
by Bruce Campbell
Once this is done he sands and finishes the top
area and then parts off the section that will
make the lid and sets that aside.

The salt cellar is a common item in many chef
kitchens. It allows the chef too take a pinch of
salt rather than using a shaker. This is faster
and more accurate for those who use them regularly and usually have some sort of lid to keep
Next, it is time to hollow out the area for the
the salt clean when not in use.
salt. This should not be too deep and should
Keith showed us how he turns his cellars with have nicely tapered walls that will easily aca clever pivot lid. He starts by selecting his
commodate a pinch from a thumb and forefinwood stock favouring something with interest- ger. This should be sanded and finished coming grain and colour. He recommends a
pletely and then set aside.
blanks about 3 ½” in diameter and also 3 ½”
tall. This will yield a pleasant finished pot that
is not too big with a pleasant height to diameter ratio.
Keith starts by mounting the blank between
centers and turning it round. He then cuts a
tenon on the bottom and mounts it in the
chuck. He then chooses the “pretty” side of the
timber and declares that the “front”. Then he
drills a ¼” hole in the “back” side about 1 ¼”
deep.

(Continued on page 8)

Page 8

(Continued from page 7)

Next, make a wooden waste block and turn a
flat face on it. Then, using carpet tape, mount
the lid finished side down so the bottom of the
lid can be sanded and finished.

GVWG

made form a matching or a contrasting material.
Mount a blank ¾” x 3/4” x 3” in a chuck
(spigot jaws work very well for this) and turn it
round. Then turn down a section long enough
to pass through the lid and well in to the base.
Keith likes to round the bottom of the dowel as
well. When done the pin should snugly pass
through the lid and reach into the bottom. He
then cuts a small groove in the pin to act as a
glue-stop. This should be about 1/8 - 3/16”
beyond the point where the pin passes through
the lid.

Then the finished lid can be carefully pried
from the carpet tape and set aside again.
Using the same waste-block with fresh carpet
tape, the bottom can be mounted. The center
mark is still there from before so it can be used
to center this piece on the fresh tape. Leave
the center in place and turn the bottom as
much as possible and then draw the tailstock
back for the final cuts. It is a good idea to
Once the pin is shaped the top can be beaded
slightly undercut the bottom so it will sit well
and parted off. Then, it can be reversed and
once complete.
grabbed in the spigot jaws to be sanded and
Sand and finish the bottom and again carefully
finished.
pry it from the carpet tape.
Finally, the top can be pinned to the bottom by
The lid and bottom are now complete and all
spreading a small amount of carpenters glue in
that remains is to pin them together and Keith
the pin-hole in the base and gently pushing the
prefers to make his own pin rather than using
pin in place. Care should be taken not to use
a dowel. In addition, he prefers a pin with a
too much glue as it may be pushed up the fihalf-ball on top similar to a rivet. This can be
bres of the pin and glue the lid shut.

GVWG
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Keith also mentioned that a pair of rare-earth Many thanks to Keith for his entertaining
demonstration of a very useful project.
magnets can be mounted in the rim across
from the pin. This is a simple way of
“latching” the lid so it does not open when
bumped. Small magnets should be used so the
lid can still be pivoted with one hand.
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Instant Gallery
June 28

Cathy Nakagawa – 3 Leather Slicks – 1X6
– Torrefied Maple

Art Liestman – Popcorn Bowl – 7X2.5 –
Big Leaf Maple Burl – Flame, Acrylics

Bob James – Laurent Niclot Inspired
Teapots – 2.5cmX3.5cm – Maple, Yew,
Mahogany, Birch – Beall Buﬃng

Chris Styles – Natural Edge Lidded
Box – 3X2.25 – Maple – Tung Oil

Bruce Campbell – Box –
5X2.25 – Maple, Box Elder –
Turners Polish, Leather Dye
– Steven Kennards Class

Allan Cusworth – Wedding Goblet –
2.75X6.5 – Birch, Maple, Cherry,
Black Walnut – Beall Buﬃng

GVWG
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Instant Gallery
June 28

Dan Breck – Live Edge Bowl – 13X7 –
Spalted Maple Burl – WoP

Dan Lemire – Bowl – 9X7 – Deodor
Cedar – Crystal Coat Wax – Yarn Bowl

Dan Breck – Live Edge Bowl – 11X3 –
Spalted Maple Burl – WoP

Chris Styles – Spinning Top with
Base – Oak – Felt Markers, Shellawax

Chris Styles – Two Pens – Oak, Maple –
Analine Dyes, CA Glue

Dan Lemire – Bowl – 12X4 – Deodor
Cedar – Crystal Coat Wax – Tree of the
Gods, National Tree of Pakistan
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Instant Gallery
June 28

David Adolph – Tea Drop and
Pot – 3X5.5 – Butternut –
Carnuba, Beeswax, India Ink,
Metallic Wax

Greg Stack – Paper
Towel Holder –
Maple – Varathane

Jim Johnson – Mellon
– 5X10 – Maple Burl –
WoP – Green, Yellow
Dyes

David Adolph – Lidded Box – 3X7.5 –
Maple, Walnut – Shellawax

David Adolph – Tea Drop and Pot
– 2.5X5 – Deodor Cedar, Black
Locust – Carnuba, Beeswax,
India Ink, Metallic Wax

GVWG
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Instant Gallery
June 28

Keith Hudson – Candle Holder –
10X2.5 – Curly Maple – Saman
Varnish

Dex Hallwood – Lidded Box –
2.5X2.5 – Maple – Shellawax

Keith Hudson – Double Urn – 11X8.5
– Curly Maple – Saman Varnish

Keith Ruttan – Bowl – 14.5X6 – Silver
Maple – WoP

Keith Ruttan – Bowl10X2.25 – Maple
Burl – WoP

John Hammond – Reaching –
12.25X9 – Many Woods
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Instant Gallery
June 28

Mori Kono – 1928 Bugatti T40 – 22 inches,
one eighth scale – Cherry, Rosewood, etc
– In Progress, over 500 Pieces 2

Steve Hansen – Vase – Lignum Vitae

Wolf Scherrelies – Segmented Bowl –
8X6 – Maple, Walnut – Satin WoP –
First Segmented Bowl – 121 Pieces

Des Wilson – Christmas Tree
Ornament – 2X2.5 – Plum – WoP

PRESIDENT'S
CHALLENGE
Liestman – Popcorn Bowl – 7X2.5 –
Curly Big Leaf Maaple – Flame, Fixative

GVWG
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President's Challenge Gallery
Bird Houses

Allan
Cusworth –
Suspended
Canary
House –
4X4.5 –
Alder, Pine –
WoP

Ron Bailey –
Bird House –
Maple,
Mahogany,
Holly, Purple
Heart – Tung
Oil

Mark
Anderson –
Bird House –
5.25X11 –
Maple – WoP

Keith
Hudson –
Bird House
– 3X7 –
Maple,
Horse
Chestnut

Bob James
– Bird
House –
5.5cmX10.
5cm –
Maple –
Beall
Buﬃng

Des Wilson –
Nesting Box
– 5X11 –
Maple,
Hemlock –
WoP

Des Wilson
– Nesting
Box – 5X11
– Acacia,
Hemlock –
WoP

Dan Breck
– Bird
House –
8X11 –
Arbutus –
WoP

Des Wilson
–
Christmas
Tree
Ornamnet
– 3X2 –
Alder –
WoP

Page 16

A Closer Look at This issue Cover
Art by: Mori Kono
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Safety Guidelines for Wood Turning
You mostly turn alone so safety is YOUR responsibility.
Always wear safety goggles or safety glasses that
include side protectors. Use a full face shield for
bowl, vessel, or any turning involving chucks and
faceplates.
Use a combination of dust mask, air filtration helmet, proper ventilation, and/or dust collection system as appropriate. Fine particles from a grinder
and wood dust are harmful to your respiratory system.
Wear hearing protection during extended periods
of turning.
Turn the lathe off before adjusting the tool rest or
tool rest base, i.e., banjo.
Always remove chuck keys, adjusting wrenches,
and knockout bars immediately after use. Never
leave them in place, even for a moment.
Tie back long hair and avoid loose clothing, jewelry,
or any dangling objects that may catch on rotating
parts or accessories.
When using a faceplate, be certain the workpiece is
solidly mounted with stout screws (#10 or #12
sheet metal screws as a minimum). Do not use dry
wall or deck screws.
When turning between centers, be certain the
workpiece is firmly mounted between the headstock driving center and tailstock center.
Ensure the belt guard or cover is in place.
Check that all locking devices on the tailstock and
tool rest assembly (rest and base) are tight before
operating the lathe.
Ensure the blank is securely fastened.
Rotate your workpiece backwards by hand to make
sure it clears the toolrest and bed before turning
the lathe on.
Stay clear of the areas directly behind and in front
of the workpiece, they are the most likely areas for

a piece to travel as it comes off the lathe. A good
safety habit is to step out of this zone when turning
on the lathe, keeping your hand on the switch in
case you need to turn the machine off. When observing someone else turn, stay out of these zones.
Always check the speed of the lathe before turning
it on. Use slower speeds for larger diameters or
rough pieces and higher speeds for smaller diameters and pieces that are balanced. Always start a
piece at a slower speed until the workpiece is balanced. If the lathe is shaking or vibrating, lower the
speed. If the workpiece vibrates, always stop the
machine to verify why. As a starting point, consult
your operator’s manual for recommended speeds
for a particular lathe. Ensure the lathe speed is
compatible with the size of the blank.
Exercise extra caution when using stock with
cracks, splits, checks, bark pockets, knots, irregular
shapes, or protuberances. Beginners should avoid
these types of stock until they have greater
knowledge of working such wood.
Hold turning tools securely on the toolrest, holding
the tool in a controlled but comfortable manner.
Always contact the tool rest with the tool before
contacting the wood.
Note that, when running a lathe in reverse, it is
possible for a chuck or faceplate to unscrew unless
it is securely tightened or locked on the lathe spindle.
Know your capabilities and limitations. An experienced woodturner is capable of lathe speeds, techniques, and procedures not recommended for beginning turners.
Always remove the tool rest before sanding, finishing, or polishing operations.
Don’t overreach, keep proper footing, and keep
your balance at all times.
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Safety Guidelines for Wood Turning
You mostly turn alone so safety is YOUR responsibility.
Keep your lathe in good repair. Check for damaged parts, alignment, binding of moving parts,
and other conditions that may affect its operation.

the lathe to investigate the cause. Don’t operate
machines when you are tired or under the influence of drugs or alcohol.

Keep tools sharp and clean for better and safer
Guard against electric shock. Inspect electric
performance. Don’t force a dull tool. Don’t use a
cords for damage. Avoid the use of extension
tool for a purpose for which it was not designed or
cords.
intended.
Never leave the lathe running unattended. Turn
power off. Don’t leave lathe until it comes to a
Consider your work environment. Don’t use a
complete stop.
lathe in damp or wet locations. Do not use in presence of inflammable liquids or gases, and always
Many accidents to woodturners occur while using
keep a fully-charged fire extinguisher close at
saws, especially band and chain saws. Learn and
hand. Keep your work area well lit.
follow the safety guidelines for this equipment.
Stay alert. Watch what you are doing. Pay close
attention to unusual sounds or vibrations. Stop

GVWG
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Calendar of Events
2018 ‐ 19
Date

Time

Location

Event
2018

Sapperton Pension‐
ers Hall
KMS Tools Class‐
room

Sept 22, 2018

9:00 AM

Sept 23, 2018

9:00 AM

Sep 27, 2018

6:30 P.M.

Sapperton Hall

Oct 25, 2018

6:30 P.M.

Sapperton Hall

Nov 22, 2018

6:30 P.M.

Sapperton Hall

Dec, 2018

Curt Theobald – Segmented Turning
Curt Theobald – Turning Stone
Club Meeting
FoF – Al Cusworth on Avoiding Catches
Main Speaker – Mark Anderson – Spring Flowers
Club Meeting
FoF – Steve Hanson on Chucks and Jaws
Main Speaker ‐ Robert Carlson – Colour, Epoxy and
Wood
Club Meeting
FoF – Peter McLaren on managing inherited wood
Main Speaker –

No meeting

Happy Holidays
2019

Jan 24, 2019

6:30 P.M.

Sapperton Hall

Feb 28, 2019

6:30 P.M.

Sapperton Hall

Mar 22, 2019

6:30 P.M.

Sapperton Hall

Apr 26, 2019

6:30 P.M.

Sapperton Hall

May 24, 2019

6:30 P.M.

Sapperton Hall

July 11‐14,
2019

Club Meeting
FoF –
Main Speaker –
Club Meeting
FoF –
Main Speaker –
Club Meeting
FoF –
Main Speaker –
Club Meeting
FoF –
Main Speaker –
Club Meeting
FoF –
Main Speaker –

Raleigh Convention
Center, Raleigh, NC

AAW Symposium

Sapperton Hall

Club Meeting
FoF –
Main Speaker –

June 28, 2019

6:30 P.M.

July‐Aug

Summer Break ‐ Our first meeting of the new calendar will be Sept 26, 2019

Special points of
interest:
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