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We have something special planned for our September meeting as we celebrate the 20th an-

niversary of the Greater Vancouver Woodturners Guild.  Among a few other special activities 

planned, we will take a few moments to reflect back on the history of the Guild and its found-

ers, enjoy some especially tasty treats and be entertained to a highly engaging presentation 

by Larry Stevenson entitled “A Box With a Twist”.  Be sure to come out and help celebrate 

our 20th year! 

I hope everyone had a great summer and were able to enjoy many of the wonderful things 

this beautiful corner of the world has to offer.  Of course, one of the highlights of our summer 

was the annual GVWG BBQ and Tool Swap. Once again it was planned, organized and gra-

ciously hosted by Dan and Yolanda Breck in their gorgeous and spacious back yard.  Between 

the burgers and dogs provided by the Guild and the many scrumptious appies and desserts 

brought by the members, there was certainly no shortage of food and conversation. 

I also hope you were able to squeeze in some time at the lathe and hopefully began learning a 

new skill.  If you recall, the President’s Challenge for the September meeting was to spend 

the summer learning something new.  To that end, when we weren’t at the cottage or enjoy-

ing all our various summer activities, I managed to squeeze in some time online and in my 

shop learning about and experimenting with some of the many methods of texturing and col-

ouring wood using various types of power-carving tools and water-based dyes or acrylic 

paints.  Like most things, the more I learned the more I discovered I needed or wanted to 

learn so it’s an ongoing process with a lot more to discover and experiment with.  Most im-

portantly, I’m having a ton of fun!  As you are no doubt aware, YouTube is a fantastic tool for 

learning and discovering, although you sometimes have to take some of the information with 

a healthy dose of caution or skepticism.  I found that picking the brains of other turners who 

are far more knowledgeable and experienced than I was most invaluable.  It never ceases to 

amaze me how our members are so willing to spend time sharing their knowledge and expe-

rience.  As an extra bonus long the way, I discovered a whole host of new tools, tooling and 

art supplies that I needed to acquire. Mmmm…  More tools… 

In addition to our usual Instant Gallery display we would like to ask and encourage members 

to bring in their very first turning or a very early work along with something more current to 

show off beside it.  It will be a great way to see how far your skills and interests have pro-

gressed and help encourage our newer turners as they pursue their own woodturning paths. 

Don’t forget to bring something for the President’s Challenge: What I Learned This Summer.  

It doesn’t need to be a finished piece; bring along some of your experiments, samples or any 

By Steve Fairbairn  

President's Column  
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Front Cover: 

Jay and Lin Mapson  

 Pierced Bowl 

other items that represents the new skills you have learned.  

Just before our October meeting, Cynthia Gibson will be coming to provide an all-day demon-

stration and two days of classes.  Be sure to check out Cynthia’s website to see her work and 

mark October 19th on your calendar for a not-to-be-missed demonstration.  Sign up for the 

class if there are still spaces left.  I’ve learned that you can always pick up several news tech-

niques and ideas from all of the guest demonstrations and classes even if the demonstrators 

work various greatly from your own interests.  I try to make a point of never missing a guest 

demo and sign up for every class I can.  

Keep on turning! 

 

 

 

 

President’s Challenge: 

 September - What I Learned This Summer 

 October – A Box With A Twist 

 

Steve 

https://www.cynthiagibsonpyrography.com/
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By Bruce Campbell  

Editor's Notes 

In celebration of our 20th season of the GVWG I look back at the Newsletter editors/publishers that have 

preceded me. 

The newsletter began as soon as the Guild started meeting in September 1999. Our first editor was Amie 

Hillaby.  She enthusiastically took on the role of recording Guild activities and providing us with notices 

of upcoming events.  It is striking to recall that we kept the newsletter short because they needed to be 

printed and mailed to many members who did not yet have email.  Also, electronic publishing was in its 

infancy so colour, embedded pictures and layout templates would not come along for some time.   

Since the start 16 people have worked, either individually or as editor/publisher teams, to keep our 

newsletter going.  In 20 years they missed just one scheduled edition.  Knowing the time and effort 

needed to pull issues together I think that is an outstanding achievement. 

Here are the folks that have delivered your newsletter over the last 20 years. 

Do you have Guild stories from the last 20 years?  Send them to us and we will include them in this year 

of celebration. Send then to editor@gvwg.ca  

Bruce Campbell     Robert Carlson    
Editor    Publisher                          

Editor/Publisher Dates Notes 

Amie Hillaby Sept 1999-Apr 2000   

Doug Schop and Mike Dawson May 2000-Jun 2000 First B&W images 

Art Liestman July-Oct 2000   

Amie Hillaby Nov 2000-Mar 2001 First colour images 

Art Liestman Apr-Sept 2001   

Thom Chadwick, Steve Hansen, Dave 
Donnan 

Oct and Nov 2001 
  

  

Thom Chadwick Jan 2002-Apr 2003   

Anne Rostvig May 2003-Dec 2004   

Dennis Cloutier and Kerry Deane Cloutier 
with Allan Cusworth 

Jan 2005-Oct 2008 
Mar-Oct 2008 

Major new all-colour layout template 
- Oct 2006 

Barry Wilkinson and Allan Cusworth Nov 2008-Jan 2010 
3rd place in AAW 2009 newsletter 
competition 

Dennis Cloutier Jan 2010-Mar 2011 Kerry was busy being president 

Michelle Gredon 
with Bev Pears 

Apr 2001-May 2013 
Apr 2011-Jan 2012 

  

Ron Hadar Jan 2013-Jan 2015   

Bruce Campbell (editor) 
Robert Carlson (publisher) 

Feb 2015 to date 
  

  

mailto:editor@gvwg.ca
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Ringing the Bell: Celebrating important milestones for cancer patients 

At BC Cancer patients “Ring the Bell” to celebrate important milestones in what is often a 

long and difficult journey for all involved. BC Cancer – Surrey recently set up a Milestone 

Bell for patients and families who can choose to “ring the bell” at any moment through 

their course of treatment. The bell is stationed at the bottom of the stairs on Level 1 at the 

Radiation Therapy Department at the Surrey Centre and is not only there to help patients 

to celebrate milestones, but the sound of it reminds the staff why we are here. 

 

Radiation therapists Julie Nager and Katie Katie Chartrand played an important role in 

leading this initiative of the Milestone Bell. They began by contacting patient and family 

partners to ask them for ideas and feedback. Then they started searching for a bell. The 

Bull family who has roots in the navy, kindly donated their grandfather’s bell; a former 

patient at BC Cancer – Surrey. Next they went searching for a plaque. The wood was 

found and turned by Greater Vancouver Woodturner Guild (GVWG) member Phil Vetra, 

himself cancer survivor who was treated at the Centre. GVWG member Steve Fairbarin, 

donated the laser engraving on the plaque. 

Canada 150 Tree gets a permanent home 

In addition to our new bell, the Greater Vancouver Woodturners Guild presented us a 

beautiful hand-carved tree that we proudly display in the Radiation Therapy Depart-

ment. 25 members of their group designed and crafted the tree to celebrate Canada’s 

150th.  They sincerely hope that this permanent installation will bring joy and uplift the 

by Susan Seto Communications Officer, BC Cancer Society  

Ringing the Bell:  
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spirits of all that see it for years to come. 

 

 

Left to right: Brian Lunt, Barry Wilkinson, 

Bruce Campbell, and Phil Vetra  
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To all of the GVWG members who came out to 

The Shuffle – Port Moody Art Walk on Friday 

evening to do demonstrations and answer 

questions in the Gallery.  

Thank you for making The Shuffle such a 

memorable and special event! It was wonder-

ful to see how engaged everyone was with your 

demonstrations and exhibition. I appreciate 

that so many of your members came out to 

help at the event. I was also incredibly grateful 

that everyone chipped in to help me with the 

take down for all the tents and tables.  

It has been such a pleasure to work with every-

one in Greater Vancouver Woodturners Guild, 

both in the exhibition preparation and on The 

Shuffle – Port Moody Art Walk.  

 With gratitude, 

Janice Cotter, Gallery Manager Port Moody 

Arts Centre 

 

by Bruce Campbell  

Port Moody Arts Center says, “Thank you.”  
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The fall Turning 101 course will be held over 

the last weekend in October (Sat 26th & Sun 

27th) and first Saturday in November (Sat 2nd) 

and is open to all GVWG members. Bruce 

Campbell has again generously volunteered his 

time as lead instructor and will share his 

wealth of woodturning knowledge and experi-

ence. 

For those new to woodturning, Turning 101 is 

a great way to become familiar with woodturn-

ing tools, techniques, and safe practices. The 

course covers both spindle and bowl turning 

with an emphasis on safety. You will do LOTS 

of turning over the 3 days and by the end you 

should have enough knowledge to confidently 

purchase equipment and turn in your own 

shop safely. 

That said, Turning 101 is not just for new 

members. It can provide an excellent refresher 

on woodturning basics and is a great oppor-

tunity to refresh your skills and expand your 

knowledge. 

If you do not have tools please DO NOT pur-

chase them beforehand.  You will be lent tools 

during the class.  However, if you have tools 

already then please bring them with you. 

The cost is $150 and covers 3 days of instruc-

tion, use of an individual lathe and tools, all 

wood and other consumables. The course will 

the held at the KMS Tools Workshop, 110 

Woolridge St in Coquitlam and is limited to 6 

people. Registration is on a first come basis, 

with confirmation upon receipt of the course 

fees. For more information and to register 

please email peterhill64@telus.net 

 

Announcing Turning 101 

mailto:peterhill64@telus.net


 

Dale is Coming! Dale is Coming!  
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We are very fortunate to have Dale Larson, 

resident of Portland, OR, professional bowl 

turner, past president AAW, and demonstrator 

extraordinaire , visiting us to demonstrate  on 

Feb 22, 2020 (all-day demo at Sapperton Hall) 

and teach classes days Feb 23 and 24th. 

This is a not-to-be-missed chance to learn 

from and get to know one of the top bowl turn-

ers in the world.  Dale is generous with his 

time and knowledge and is a delight to watch. 

To learn more about Dale follow the links be-

low. 

https://www.turninggallery.org/dale-

larson.html 

https://www.woodworkersinstitute.com/wood

-turning/features/profiles/north-america/dale

-larson/ 

https://portlandinterviewmagazine.com/

interviews/dale-larson/ 

https://www.turninggallery.org/dale-larson.html
https://www.turninggallery.org/dale-larson.html
https://www.woodworkersinstitute.com/wood-turning/features/profiles/north-america/dale-larson/
https://www.woodworkersinstitute.com/wood-turning/features/profiles/north-america/dale-larson/
https://www.woodworkersinstitute.com/wood-turning/features/profiles/north-america/dale-larson/
https://portlandinterviewmagazine.com/interviews/dale-larson/
https://portlandinterviewmagazine.com/interviews/dale-larson/


 

 

SAWS Fine Works in Wood Exhibition  

to be held Sept. 27 – Oct. 6, 2019 Calgary  
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If you have an interest in fine woodworking then 

mark your calendar for the Southern Alberta 

Woodworkers Society (SAWS) “Fine Works in 

Wood Exhibition and Sale” Sept. 27 to Oct. 6, 

2019. It takes place in the Center Court of South-

centre Mall, Calgary, Alta. during regular mall 

hours. There is no admittance charge. 

Pieces on display (and for sale) cover a broad 

range from functional to artistic, furniture to fine 

wood turnings and purely artwork, says spokes-

man Neil Dorin. “This venue allows people to get 

close to the displays so they can closely examine 

the workmanship.”  

“Woodworking is growing.” says Dorin. “The exhi-

bition is a celebration of the very best work of our 

members and the exhibit area will be staffed by 

SAWS members who can help to answer your 

questions.” 

SAWS was established 35 years ago as a way to 

bring the woodworking community together in a 

social and learning environment.  SAWS member-

ship is open to anyone. Regular meetings feature 

speakers, tours of woodworking establishments 

and tours of local member’s shops and projects.  

Information about the Southern Alberta Wood-

working Society may be found at the organiza-

tion’s website www.saws.ca. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information contact: 

 Dave Old 

Phone: (403) 816-9060 

Email: olddav@gmail.com  

SAWS Website: www.saws.ca 

 Terry Hockaday 

Phone: (587) 899-7406  

Email:  hockadayt@meristem.com 

http://www.saws.ca
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June 27 

Instant Gallery 

Allan Cusworth – Back 
Scratchers – 1.125X20 – 
Maple – Shellawax Cream  

Barry 
Wilkinson – 
Cremation 
Urn – 7X11 – 
Maple, 
Mahogany – 
Boiled Linseed 
Oil, Shellac, 
Alcohol – 
Pyrography  

Carole 
Hartfield – 
Bowl – 4X6 
– Cotton 
Wood Burl – 
Tung Oil 

Chris Styles – 
Winged Bowl 
– 10, 18X4 – 
White Oak – 
Tung Oil 

Denis Houle – 
Natural Edge 
Bowl – 6.5X2.5 – 
Japanese Cherry 
– WoP 

Dennis Houle – 
Natural Edge 
Bowl – 10.5X4 – 
Mirabelle Plum – 
WoP 
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June 27 

Instant Gallery 

Don Gamble – 
Bowl – 6X4 – 
Maple 

Dennis Houle – 
Natural Edge 
Bowl – 10.5X5 – 
Japanese Cherry 
– WoP 

Don Gamble – 
Bowl – 7X2.5 – 
Cherry 

Don Gamble – 
Bowl – 12X8 – 
Maple  

Dustin Cook – 
First Bottle 
Stopper – Maple 
Burl – Port 
Moody Arts Walk 
Demo 

Keith Hudson – 
Bowl – 8X1.75 – 
Cascara – Oil, Wax 
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June 27 

Instant Gallery 

Dustin Cook – 
Magic Wands – 
Various – For a 
Birthday Party 

Dustin Cook – 
Slytherin Harry 
Potter Wand – 
Maple – 
Shellawax – Multi 
Axis 

Gary Burns – 
Ring Box – 
2.5X2.5 – Cherry 
– Paint, Glitter, 
Lacquer 

Jay Mapson – 
Natural Edge 
Bowl – 10X3.5 – 
Maple Burl 

Ed Pretty – 
Ceremonial 
Funeral Urn 
– 6.5X10 – 
Elm Burl, 
Ebony – 
Tung Oil  
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June 27 

Instant Gallery 

Olaf Lepper, Dex Halwood – Large Bowl – 
12X6 – Maple – WoP 

Peter Hill – Platter 1 – 11 – Maple – 
Tung Oil 

Peter Hill – Platter 2 – 11 – Maple – 
Tung Oil 

Peter Hill – Basic Bowl – 8.5X3 – Cherry – 
Tung Oil 
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Burned  

President's Challenge Gallery 

Steve Hansen – 
Tribal – 5X4 – 
Scorched, 
Branded 3 

Guiseppe – 
Bubbles – 9X3.5 – 
Maple – Danish 
Tung Oil 

Amanda 
Palmatory – 
Carved Paddle – 

Guiseppe – Celtic 
Dragon, Tree of 
Life – 12.5X1.5 – 
Black Walnut – 
Tung Oil – 
Pyrography 2 



 

Burned  

President's Challenge Gallery 
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Barry Wilkinson 
– Something 
Burned – 13.2X2 
– London Plane – 
Tung Oil, Buffed 
– Lichtenburg 
Pyrography 

Guiseppe – 
Oriental Theme 
Bowl – 9X2.5 – 
Maple – Tung 
Oil – 
Pyrography 

Jay and Lin 
Mapson – Pierced 
Bowl – 7X3 – 
Maple – Pierced, 
Pyrography  

Guiseppe – 
Vancouver 
Canucks – 10X2 
– Scrap Pieces – 
Polyurethane 

Steve Fairbairn – 
Platter – 9.5X1 – 
Western Maple – 
Acrylic Paint, 
Water Based 
Poly, Burned 
Rim – Damaged 
in Transit 
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 Always wear safety goggles or safety glasses that 

include side protectors. Use a full face shield for 

bowl, vessel, or any turning involving chucks and 

faceplates. 

 Use a combination of dust mask, air filtration hel-

met, proper ventilation, and/or dust collection sys-

tem as appropriate. Fine particles from a grinder 

and wood dust are harmful to your respiratory sys-

tem.  

 Wear hearing protection during extended periods 

of turning. 

 Turn the lathe off before adjusting the tool rest or 

tool rest base, i.e., banjo. 

 Always remove chuck keys, adjusting wrenches, 

and knockout bars immediately after use.   Never 

leave them in place, even for a moment. 

 Tie back long hair and avoid loose clothing, jewelry, 

or any dangling objects that may catch on rotating 

parts or accessories. 

 When using a faceplate, be certain the workpiece is 

solidly mounted with stout screws (#10 or #12 

sheet metal screws as a minimum). Do not use dry 

wall or deck screws.  

 When turning between centers, be certain the 

workpiece is firmly mounted between the head-

stock driving center and tailstock center. 

 Ensure the belt guard or cover is in place. 

 Check that all locking devices on the tailstock and 

tool rest assembly (rest and base) are tight before 

operating the lathe. 

 Ensure the blank is securely fastened. 

 Rotate your workpiece backwards by hand to make 

sure it clears the toolrest and bed before turning 

the lathe on.  

 Stay clear of the areas directly behind and in front 

of the workpiece, they are the most likely areas for 

a piece to travel as it comes off the lathe. A good 

safety habit is to step out of this zone when turning 

on the lathe, keeping your hand on the switch in 

case you need to turn the machine off. When ob-

serving someone else turn, stay out of these zones. 

 Always check the speed of the lathe before turning 

it on. Use slower speeds for larger diameters or 

rough pieces and higher speeds for smaller diame-

ters and pieces that are balanced. Always start a 

piece at a slower speed until the workpiece is bal-

anced. If the lathe is shaking or vibrating, lower the 

speed. If the workpiece vibrates, always stop the 

machine to verify why. As a starting point, consult 

your operator’s manual for recommended speeds 

for a particular lathe. Ensure the lathe speed is 

compatible with the size of the blank. 

 Exercise extra caution when using stock with 

cracks, splits, checks, bark pockets, knots, irregular 

shapes, or protuberances. Beginners should avoid 

these types of stock until they have greater 

knowledge of working such wood. 

 Hold turning tools securely on the toolrest, holding 

the tool in a controlled but comfortable manner. 

Always contact the tool rest with the tool before 

contacting the wood. 

 Note that, when running a lathe in reverse, it is 

possible for a chuck or faceplate to unscrew unless 

it is securely tightened or locked on the lathe spin-

dle. 

 Know your capabilities and limitations. An experi-

enced woodturner is capable of lathe speeds, tech-

niques, and procedures not recommended for be-

ginning turners. 

 Always remove the tool rest before sanding, finish-

ing, or polishing operations. 

 Don’t overreach, keep proper footing, and keep 

your balance at all times. 

 Keep your lathe in good repair. Check for damaged 

parts, alignment, binding of moving parts, and oth-

er conditions that may affect its operation. 

 Keep tools sharp and clean for better and safer per-

You mostly turn alone so safety is YOUR responsibility. 

Safety Guidelines for Wood Turning  
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formance. Don’t force a dull tool. Don’t use a tool 

for a purpose for which it was not designed or in-

tended. 

 Consider your work environment. Don’t use a 

lathe in damp or wet locations. Do not use in pres-

ence of inflammable liquids or gases, and always 

keep a fully-charged fire extinguisher close at 

hand. Keep your work area well lit. 

 Stay alert. Watch what you are doing. Pay close 

attention to unusual sounds or vibrations. Stop 

the lathe to investigate the cause. Don’t operate 

machines when you are tired or under the influ-

ence of drugs or alcohol. 

 Guard against electric shock. Inspect electric 

cords for damage. Avoid the use of extension 

cords. 

 Never leave the lathe running unattended. Turn 

power off. Don’t leave lathe until it comes to a 

complete stop. 

 Many accidents to woodturners occur while using 

saws, especially band and chain saws. Learn and 

follow the safety guidelines for this equipment. 

You mostly turn alone so safety is YOUR responsibility. 

Safety Guidelines for Wood Turning  
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Calendar of Events 

Date Time Location Event 

2019 

Jan 24, 2019 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 

Club Meeting 
FoF – Pole Lathe demo/trials 
Main Speaker – Larry Stevenson - Simple salt and 
pepper shakers 

Feb 2, 2019 9:00 AM Sapperton Pension-
ers Hall Art Liestman – The Lost Wood Technique 

Feb 3, 2019 9:00 AM KMS Tools Class-
room Art Liestman – Lost Wood Technique Class 

Feb 28, 2019 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – Dan Breck – Live-edge Bowl 
Main Speaker –  Keith Hudson – Three-sided Bowl 

Mar 28, 2019 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – Barry Wilkinson - Buffing 
Main Speaker –  Ed Pretty – Tool Handles 

April 13, 2019 9:00 AM Sapperton Pension-
ers Hall Sharon Doughtie - All-day Demonstration 

April 14, 2019 9:00 AM KMS Tools Class-
room Sharon Doughtie - Hands-on Class 

Apr 25, 2019 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – Ed Pretty - Sharpening 
Main Speaker – Bruce Campbell – Tree to Table 

May 23, 2019 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 

Club Meeting 
FoF – 
Main Speaker – Steve Hansen - "Teach your chuck a 
new trick." 

June 22, 2019 9:00 AM Sapperton Pension-
ers Hall 

Seri Robinson – All-day Demo – All about Spalted 
Wood 

July 11-14,  
2019   Raleigh Convention 

Center, Raleigh, NC AAW Symposium 

June 27, 2019 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – 
Main Speaker – 

July-Aug Summer Break -  Our first meeting of the new calendar will be Sept 26, 2019 

Oct 19th , 
2019   9:00 AM Sapperton Pension-

ers Hall 
Cynthia Gibson        
https://www.cynthiagibsonpyrography.com/ 

Oct 20/21st, ‘19 9:00 AM KMS Tools Class-
room Cynthia Gibson – Hands-on Class 

Nov 23rd 2019   9:00 AM Sapperton Pension-
ers Hall 

Kai Muenzer             
http://kaimuenzer.com/ 

Nov 24th 9:00 AM KMS Tools Class-
room Kai Muenzer – Hands-on Class 

April 19th, 
2020 9:00 AM Sapperton Pension-

ers Hall 
John Jordan                     
https://www.johnjordanwoodturning.com/ 

Apr 10th,2020 9:00 AM KMS Tools Class-
room John Jordan – Hands-on Class 

Oct 17th , 2020 9:00 AM Sapperton Pension-
ers Hall 

Trent Bosch              
https://trentbosch.com/ 

Oct 18th ,2020 9:00 AM KMS Tools Class-
room Trent Bosch – Hands-on Class 

https://www.cynthiagibsonpyrography.com/
http://kaimuenzer.com/
https://www.johnjordanwoodturning.com/
https://trentbosch.com/


GVWG Officers, 
Appointees & Volunteers 

 

Special points of 
interest: 

 Next Meeting:  

Thursday Sept 26th 2019 
at 6:30 PM,  
Sapperton Hall, 318 Keary 
St, New Westminster BC  

 Food Providers:  

None this month – There 
will be cake and finger 
food to celebrate 20 years. 

 New Members Greeter:  

Cathy Friesen 

 FoF Speaker:  

- none this month 

 Main Speaker:  

Larry Stevenson – Turned 
Box with a Twist 

 President’s Challenge: 

Sept 2019 – What I 
Learned This Summer 
Oct - A Box With A Twist 

President: Steve Fairbairn president@gvwg.ca 

Vice President: Steve Hansen   

Secretary: Des Wilson secretary@gvwg.ca 

Treasurer: Bob James   

Members At 

Large: 

Dan Breck communications@gvwg.ca 

Peter Hill   

Cathy Nakagawa   

Phil Vetra   

Barry Wilkinson   

Dustin Cook   

Dan Moleschi   

Past President Bill Fowle   

Educational Coordi-

nator: 
Larry Stevenson 

  

Librarians: 
Peter McLaren 

Rachel Tius 

  

Food Chief: John Hammond   

FOF Coordinator: Phil Vetra   

Turning 101: 
Peter Hill 
Tracy Kennedy 

  

Visiting Demonstra-

tor Liaison 
Art Liestman 

  

Newsletter Editor: Bruce Campbell editor@gvwg.ca 

                    Publisher: Robert Carlson   

Digital Photography: Jay & Lin Mapson   

Webmaster: Steve Hansen webmaster@gvwg.ca 


