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Happy New Year everyone!  I hope you all had a great holiday with ample opportunities 

to eat, drink and be merry.  Hopefully you also managed to find some time to squeeze 

in some quality time at your lathe.  At the very least, I hope you found the time to turn 

some ornaments for the holidays that you can bring to our January meeting to display 

for the President’s Challenge. 

Not only are we beginning a new year, but also a new decade.  In fact, the first decade 

of the 21st Century that we can call by a name – The 20’s or, as I’ve dubbed it, The 

Roaring 20’s 2.0.   I mean, did anyone really call the last two decades The 00’s (or 

The Noughties) and The Teens? 

The last decade of woodturning saw a few notable changes, at least to me.  The first 

changes that come to mind have to do with tools.  Aside from new and improved tool 

steel technologies, in the last decade we saw the rise in the use of carbide chip tools and 

the introduction of CBN grinding wheels.  Admittedly, I’ve adopted neither.   

I tried carbide tools a few times and didn’t really see any great advantages in the work I 

do but, obviously, some people swear by them.  They do seem to be a polarizing topic 

among turners both old and young.  I do see them as being a big help to beginner turn-

ers who otherwise struggle with both learning how to turn and sharpen tools at the 

same time. 

CBN wheels and diamond plate sharpening in general seem to be the wave of the future 

for tool sharpening and will likely become standard equipment in the sharpening arse-

nal for turners and flat woodworkers alike.  Most serious turners I know have made the 

switch to CBN. I’ve pretty much replaced all of my water stones with diamond plates 

for my chisels and plane irons and will likely replace my old, white Norton grinding 

wheels with CBN as they wear down and my budget permits.  However, I’ll probably 

keep at least one old-school grinding wheel in service for run-of-the-mill grinding of 

metals around my workshop. 

The other change I’ve noticed in the woodturning community over the last decade is 

the incorporation of resin casting into woodturnings.  In fact, resin casting seems to 

have taken both the woodturning and woodworking communities by storm over the 

last several years.  Flip through woodturning and woodworking magazines from 2010 

and it is unlikely that you’ll see any examples of resin casting.  Today, you can’t open a 

magazine or attend an exhibit without seeing several examples of resin casting being 

incorporated into someone’s work.  I don’t know whether that is a good or bad thing or 

if it is just a passing fad.  Perhaps the next decade will tell. 

By Steve Fairbairn  

President's Column  
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We have a great lineup of visiting world-class turners coming to the GVWG this year 
to provide day-long demos and classes.  Dale Larson will be here in February, John 
Jordan will be with us in April, and Trent Bosch is coming in October.  You definite-
ly do not want to miss their demonstration presentations!  Also, if you are able to, 
sign up for their classes, as well.  I’ve already signed up for all three classes and I 
urge you to seize the opportunity to do likewise.  It could be a long time before we 
have the opportunity to have these turners visit us again. 
Coming up at our January meeting, our very own Dustin Cook will be providing a 

demonstration on turning lamps.  This should be an interesting and (ahem) enlight-

ening presentation. 

Our February meeting will be our Annual General Meeting where we will be electing 

some new board members to replace those whose terms have expired.  Being a 

board member is a rewarding experience and great way to give back to the club as 

well as helping to steer the guild’s direction over the next few years.  I urge any 

member who would like to be more involved to consider stepping up to fill a vacant 

position or become a Member at Large.  Please contact me or any other board mem-

ber if you are interested or want to know more about what is involved. 

Happy Turning! 

 

 

President’s Challenges: 

January – Hanging Ornament 

February – Platters 

Front Cover: 

Cathy Friesen - Maple Bowl with 

Pyrography and Acrylic Paints 

Steve 

http://www.turninggallery.org/dale-larson.html
https://www.johnjordanwoodturning.com/
https://www.johnjordanwoodturning.com/
https://trentboschtools.com/
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Happy 2020, everyone and welcome back to Tech 

Talk where we talk about “how” things are done in 

woodturning. 

Don started our November meeting with a rotary 

adaptor and vacuum chuck that he made for his 

Nova lathe.  To make the rotary adaptor he turned 

a stepped wooden plug that fits into the Nova hand 

wheel assembly and then glued a sealed bearing 

into the other end.  Inside the bearing race he at-

tached a brass hose fitting to complete the rotary 

adaptor.  Next he turned a wooden block and 

sealed it to a faceplate.  On the other side he at-

tached a plastic 4-6” plumbing reducer giving him 

a 6” vacuum chuck.  When connected to his pump 

he can pull 28 inches of mercury which provides 

around 400 pounds of holding power.  A nice, in-

expensive setup, Don. 

This led to a discussion of venturi vacuum genera-

tors vs vacuum pumps.  A venturi system generates 

a vacuum by driving high-pressure air through a 

nozzle restriction.  The exiting high speed air gen-

erates a low-pressure area just outside the nozzle 

and this can be used as a vacuum source. Variation 

of this arrangement can help to improve the effi-

ciency of such a setup.  These include multi-stage 

systems and coaxial arrangements. 

But are such systems suitable for woodturning? 

How big a compressor is needed to serve as an ade-

quate driver for a venturi vacuum generator?  How 

much of a vacuum can be drawn and held by such a 

system. 

 It turns out that the answer is somewhat complex 

depending on the venturi system – single, multi-

stage, radial, etc. I found this interesting article on 

the subject and I would love to hear from anyone 

using a venturi system. 

https://www.blowervacuumbestpractices.com/
system-assessments/vacuum-generation/utilizing-
venturi-vacuum-generators-efficiently  

I also found this forum discussion from the AAW 

that seems to say that it may be OK for big stuff but 

not so good for smaller vacuum chucks (3.5” or 

less).  It also reports that such systems require 

larger compressors and are quite noisy. 

http://www.aawforum.org/community/
index.php?threads/holdfast-vacuum-chuck.2211/  

(Continued on page 5) 

by Bruce Campbell 

Tech Talk For November, 2019 

https://www.blowervacuumbestpractices.com/system-assessments/vacuum-generation/utilizing-venturi-vacuum-generators-efficiently
https://www.blowervacuumbestpractices.com/system-assessments/vacuum-generation/utilizing-venturi-vacuum-generators-efficiently
https://www.blowervacuumbestpractices.com/system-assessments/vacuum-generation/utilizing-venturi-vacuum-generators-efficiently
http://www.aawforum.org/community/index.php?threads/holdfast-vacuum-chuck.2211/
http://www.aawforum.org/community/index.php?threads/holdfast-vacuum-chuck.2211/
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Steve F. shared a tip on using cloth rags in turn-

ing.  In general these are not recommended due 

to the risk of getting tangled around the spindle 

but the risk can be managed by using small rags. 

He found “gun cleaning patches” that are small 

squares of lint-free cloth used in firearm mainte-

nance.  They are sold by caliber and Steve found 

the 16/12 gauge to be about right.  He uses them 

for spreading friction polish and similar jobs on 

the lathe.  Nice tip, Steve. 

I had the start capacitor on my bandsaw sudden-
ly die and had a lot of trouble finding a replace-
ment.  I finally found a great company is Surrey 
called Soper’s Supply https://
www.soperssupply.com/  They had exactly what I 
needed in stock at a reasonable cost. 

Dex asked if he could sharpen his carbon steel 

tools on a CBN wheel and the overwhelming re-

sponse was no because the softer metal cogs up 

the wheel.  Dan suggested that the stone can be 

cleaned with a dressing stone and there is inter-

net chatter that supports this.  But others say just 

“clean” the wheel by sharpening an HSS tool.  If 

the wheel gets clogged with sap/resin from wood 

the suggestion is Trend cutting oil on you bevel 

before sharpening or soaking the wheel overnight 

in water and then using Comet or similar clean-

ers and a soft wire brush. 

Don and Dave wanted to know what CBN wheels 

to buy to upgrade stone wheels.  I have found 

that CBN wheels grind much cooler than stone 

ones and my 80 Grit CBN is about as aggressive 

as my old 54 grit stone wheel  My 180 grit CBN is 

a nice replacement for my 80 Grit stone wheel.   

Others advocate for even higher grits like 320 or 

even 600 but I have no experience with grits that 

high.  I think we are all finding that CBN wheels 

are expensive to start but last much longer than 

stone wheels. 

Finally, Stev H. shared his home-built fingernail 

grind jig.  It has a fixed angle arm with a large 

quick-thread plastic “nut” threaded in a mating 

cup.  Steve has drilled a hole though the side of 

the cup for inserting a gouge and when the nut is 

tightened down it clamps the gouge in place per-

pendicular to the fixed arm.  This ensures a sym-

metric grind on either side of the gouge. 

Alas, Steve cannot recall where he got the quick-

thread system other than it may have come from 

a computer system that is no longer made.  Still, 

with neat advances in 3D printing there may be a 

chance for new life in this idea. 

Tech Talk is held each month at the start of meet-

ings.  You are welcome to join us to ask ques-

tions, share innovative solutions, or just to listen.  

Hope to see you there. 

https://www.soperssupply.com/
https://www.soperssupply.com/
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Pic 5.0.z Don’t know if you can use this pan shot, 

Robert.  Kinda neat….. 

Our December presenter was our own Art Liest-

man, founding president of our Guild, long-time 

Outside Demonstrator Coordinator, and local, na-

tional, and international demonstrator.  Over the 

last 20 years we have witnessed Art’s remarkable 

development as a woodturning artist and the range 

of his work is simply remarkable. 

Lately, Art has been interested in textures created 

by torching the surfaces of highly-figured wood – 

principally western maple.  He has found that the 

varying densities and directions of figured wood 

create interesting textures when they are torched.  

This has given rise to one of his newest ideas – the 

popcorn bowl. 

Art starts with a smallish highly figured blank 

around 1-2” thick and 4-6” round.  He mounts it 

between centers and cuts the shape with a bowl 

gouge striving for as good a finish as possible and 

sands it well.   

by Bruce Campbell  

Popcorn and Donuts with Art Liestman  
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Since the next step is “torching” it is important to 

have as few flaws in the surfaces as possible as the 

burning phase can accentuate flaws rather than 

mask them.  The burning is done with a propane 

torch (outside, or course) and Art burns until the 

surface begins to crack into what he calls “alligator 

skin”.  It is handy to have a way to put out fires 

when the blank catches alight and afterwards there 

can be smoldering spots that need cooling.  But, 

Art does not recommend using water since it mess-

es up the next phase – “brushing”. 

Art starts brushing with a natural bristle brush.  

His favorite is a Legend brand brush that can be 

found at equestrian shops or online.  He continues 

to brush until the details of the wood are revealed 

and then switching to a Lee Valley “surgeon’s 

brush and finally a toothbrush.  Once it is fully 

brushed he blows it down with compressed air. 

Now that the texturing is done it is time to turn the 

bowl part of the popcorn bowl. By now you have 

already been let in on the joke of this being a really 

tiny popcorn bowl but Art pushes the idea even far-

ther by making the bowl only big enough for a sin-

gle popped kernel. But holding the piece on the 

lathe is problematic.  It cannot be vacuum held be-

cause the texture prevents a seal and jam chucking 

would ruin the texture.  The solution is a donut 

chuck. 

A donut chuck is a plywood disc mounted on the 

lathe with either a faceplate, a locking ring (Nova 

makes these) or similar setup.  Whichever method 

you choose it should always mount to the head-

stock so it is perfectly centered.  Then there is a 

second disc of a plywood with a hole in the center.   

These two discs are held together by 3 or 4 long 

bolts that sandwich the piece end exposes the area 

to be turned.  Foam pads can be applied to the con-

tact sides of both plates to prevent damage.  An 

inexpensive source for this is “fun foam”; sticky-

backed sheets of thin foam available in local craft 

stores like Michael’s. 

An in-depth discussion on donut chucks can be 
found in Arts article in Canadian Woodworking. 
http://azwoodturners.org/pages/tips/
DoughnutChuck.pdf  

Art mounts the piece in his donut chuck just 

enough to hold it while he mounts the whole mech-

anism on the lathe.  He then runs up the tailstock 

into the original holes made while turning between 

centers then tightens the bolts. This ensures that 

the orientation is as it was when it was originally 

turned. He then turns and sands the bowl or foot 

and then reverses the piece to do the other end.  By 

doing this after the fire-texturing he gets a clean 

transition from the burned area and the bowl as 

(Continued on page 8) 

http://azwoodturners.org/pages/tips/DoughnutChuck.pdf
http://azwoodturners.org/pages/tips/DoughnutChuck.pdf


Bruce Campbell 

Port Coquitlam Art Show 
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well as a transition from the burned area to the 

original wood. 

Once the piece is finished Art ei-

ther applies colour using a “dry 

brush” approach or leaves the 

charred look but seals it with Kry-

lon Fine Art Fixative.  (Note: It is 

important to apply this product 

per the instructions. Cold and 

humidity can both have adverse 

effects on how it goes on. Ed)   

Thanks very much to Art for an excellent introduc-

tion to donut checks as well as his flame-texturing 

techniques. 

(Continued from page 7) 

Des Wilson and I are pleased to invite a public exhibition of our turning work at the Outlet Art Gal-

lery, #110-2248 McAllister Avenue, Port Coquitlam.  The show is on from now until April 27th, 

2020.  Outlet Art Gallery is operated by the City of Port Coquitlam and focuses on work by BC–

based artists. 
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At home, I often find myself in need of a helper to 
hold the door open while I’m unloading groceries 
so I decided to turn a pair of door stoppers for the 
November Focus on Fundamentals.  The only ma-
terial that is required is a 12” long by 1-½” to 1-¾” 
square hardwood billet; walnut, oak, cherry, or ma-
ple are ideal candidates. 

This type of project is 
ideal for a skew chisel, 
although a detail gouge, 
spindle roughing gouge 
and parting tool may 
also come in handy.  The 
hardest part of the pro-
ject is cutting the pom-
mel which is any part of 

the project that is left square; use a skew for this. 
Pommels are used for this project because they of-
fer an elegant transition from square to round and 
the edges do not splinter off like the ones on square 
corners do. 

Mount the blank on the lathe and make two layout 
marks approximately 2-½” from the ends of the 
billet.  These lines are where the pommels will be 
cut.  At this point it is a good idea to sand the mid-
dle portion that will remain square.  Next turn the 
ends into knobs after forming the pommel; they do 
not need to match but a matching set can easily be 
made. 

When turning the knobs start at the tailstock side 
first to avoid working with a weaker thin section 
created at the drive center.  Once the knobs are 
shaped, sand to #220 grit and use a small saw to 
remove the waste at both ends. Next draw a diago-
nal line on the flat section from the corner of one 
pommel to the one on the other side. Then using a 
handsaw or a bandsaw, make one diagonal cut long 
that line.   

Use a belt sander or a lathe mounted sanding man-
drel, to smooth off the bottom of the door stopper 
where the parting cut was just made. Also, round 
over the sharp corners at the front of the door stop-
per with the sander.  Then line the bottom of the 
doorstopper using self-adhesive cork liner or a 
similar anti slip material like foam and trim the 
excess with a utility knife.  It is important to line 
the bottom of the door stopper so that the stop 
does not slip on wooden or tile floors. 

This project was inspired by Alan Lacer’s book 

“Alan Lacer’s Woodturning Projects & Techniques” 

and a video of a similar project can also be seen on 

the DVD “Woodturning Projects with Rex & Kip 

Volume 4”. 

By Dustin Cook  

Focus on Fundamentals  Turning Door Stoppers  
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On Saturday November 23, 2019 the Guild 

hosted Kai Muenzer, from Calgary, our last ex-

ternal demonstrator for the year. Kai gave a 

thoughtful demonstration, mainly on off cen-

tre turning, to a group of about 32 guild mem-

bers.  

Flower Vase:       

His first piece was an off centre flower vase 

about 10 inches long by about 1.5 inches wide 

made of local big leaf maple. The technique he 

used was to first turn the body of the vessel by 

hot gluing a rectangular waste block offset 

from the axis of the vase. Small rectangular 

waste blocks were also glued to the top and 

side of the base to prevent tear-out from the 

eccentric motion of the vase. The upper por-

tion of the vase was turned , leaving the foot 

square until a 3/4’’ diameter hole was drilled 

through the vase to accommodate a glass tube. 

The remaining base of the piece was then 

blended into the waste block to give an elon-

gated foot. After parting off the surplus waste 

block the upper stem of the vase was divided 

into three equal parts which were pierced and 

carved out off the lathe using a 5/16’’ spiral 

Dremel bit mounted in a Foredom carver.  

Round box with a drawer:           

The next piece was a round box with a drawer. 

An 8” diameter by 2” thick block of maple was 

hollowed out to a straight sided flat bottomed 

box leaving an interior tenon in the centre. The 

drawer front was partially cut out from the 

side of the box , using a hand saw , and drilled 

to eventually attach the drawer pull. The hol-

lowed box was then reversed on the interior 

tenon so that a slice that will form the box base 

can be parted off. Next, a roughly rectangular 

by Des Wilson 

Kai Muenzer Demonstration Report  
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set of drawer supports were cut from flat-

wood , screwed to the bottom of the box and 

the round drawer front glued to these drawer 

sides. A backing for the drawer front was made 

from a separate hoop sized to fit behind the 

front of the drawer. Finally, the bottom of the 

cabinet was glued to the box supported by 

small internal blocks of wood. 

Tilted Boxes:    

The final project was a 

tilted box where the 

finished box looks like 

the top of the cylindri-

cal base (rather than 

the lid) is  inclined at a 

noticeable angle to the 

rest of the base. Kai 

started by cutting a se-

ries of coves on cylin-

der of walnut sized to 

be slightly larger in di-

ameter than what will 

eventually be the di-

ameter of the box base. 

The cylinder is then 

offset on the tailstock 

end and a cove about 3/8” deep cut into the 

tailstock end. Next. A large hole is drilled 

through the blank which is subsequently exca-

vated using a ring tool, leaving a lip and recess 

on the end. As hollowing proceeds, eventually 

an inclined  ring will be parted off. 

      Next a cylinder of maple with a tenon on 

each end is turned and parted midway to even-

tually make the base and lid of the box. The 

box end piece is mounted on the chuck , and 

excavated with the top end sized to fit into the 

inclined end of the walnut ring. Finally, the 

other end of the maple cylinder is shaped and 

hollowed ( with a small finial) to fit into the 

straight ( upper ) end of the walnut ring leav-

ing the box top looking like it is inclined to or 

offset from the base of the box upon final as-

sembly. 

Hands-on Class 
Kai also taught an all-day hands on class on 

November 24th.  Attendees were lead through 

the process of turning an off-center box.  The 

picture below is proof of the success of all at-

tendees. 

 “Street Trees”  
A Tree Identification App 

Note : By Dex Hallwood 

“Street Trees”  is a free app for your phone or 

iPad that identifies all the trees planted in the 
City along with their locations. 
 
Go to the App Store and download “Street 
Trees”. It is free. Once it is downloaded it shows 

Washington DC.  Go to “select city” and click 
“buy” for Vancouver (the cost is $0.00) and 
you are set.   There are lots of other cities 
available for free as well.  
 
Hope you enjoy it! 
Dex 

(Editor’s Note: Be sure to read the terms and 

conditions when loading apps to your device.  
It may be collecting more data about you 
than you want.) 



 

by Bruce Campbell 

Dale Larson Demonstration – Feb 22  
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On the weekend of 

Feb 22nd we will 

have the very spe-

cial privilege to 

host Dale Larson 

for an all-day demo 

(Saturday) and two 

days of classes 

(Sunday-Monday). 

Dale lives in Gresh-

am, Oregon (near 

Portland) and has 

been turning for 

over 40 years.  He 

is a founding mem-

ber and past presi-

dent of the Cascade 

Woodturners Guild 

and an active mem-

ber of the American Association of Woodturners 

(AAW) for over 27 years, serving on the AAW Board of 

Directors from 2009-2014 as symposium chair and 

then president.  In 2019, Dale was awarded the AAW 

Honorary Lifetime Member award- it’s highest honour. 

Dale is a delightful demonstrator with a remarkable 

ability to entertain and inform turners of all skill and 

interests.  He is consummate bowl turner and his day-

long demonstration will include turning a “regular” 

bowl as well as an oval bowl among other things. 

 I highly recommend that you attend Dale’s demonstra-

tion.  You are guaranteed to be entertained and in-

spired and will very likely pick up one or more tips that 

will make the whole day worth your while. 
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November 28 

Instant Gallery 

Art Liestman - 
Maple Burl, 
Acrylics 

Bruce Campbell – 
Red Vessel – 7X3 
– Maple Burl, 
Blackwood – 
Shellac – Colour 
Texture with Burr 
Ball 

David Sweet – 
Tilted Lidded 
Box – 2.5X4 – 
Maple, Walnut – 
One Test Coat 
Mineral Oil – 
Course Project 
Right off the 
Lathe 

Allan Cusworth – 
Spindle Steady 
Rest – 16X19 – 
MDF, Oak 
Clamps – 
Sanding Sealer – 
2 Sets of Carrier 
Arms – Skate 
Wheel Bearings 

Cathy Friesen – 
Maple Platter – 
Pebble Inlay 

Dex Hallwood – 
Natural Edge Burl 
Bowl – 10X6 – 
Maple – Mineral 
Oil – Turned 
Green 



 

November 28 

Instant Gallery 
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Dex Hallwood – 
Ogee Burl Bowl – 
11X4.25 – Maple, 
Mineral Oil 

Don Gamble – 
Bowl – 12X4 – 
Maple – Linseed 
Oil, Shellac  

Dustin Cook – 
Offset Circus Box 
– Maple, Walnut – 
Not finished – Kai 
Meunzer Class 

Dex Hallwood – 
Open Burl Bowl – 
9.25X4.5 – Maple 
– Beeswax, 
Mineral Oil – 
Turned Green 

Dustin Cook – 5 
Christmas 
Ornaments – 
Maple – No Finish – 
Jim Johnson Class 
Picture caption 

Dustin Cook – 
First Pepper 
Mill – Cherry – 
Yorkshire Grit – 
From Greg 
Purcell Class 
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November 28 

Instant Gallery 

Gary Burns – 
Bowl – 10.25X5 – 
Maple – WoP – 
Sorby Texturing 
Tool 

Keith Ruttan – 
Vessel – 7.5X5 – 
Juniper – WoP 

Peter Hill – 4 
Ogee Bowls – 6-
8X3 – Maple – 
Beeswax, 

Jay and Lin 
Mapson - 
Pepper Mill - 
2.5X10 - Elm - 
WoP 

Lin Mapson - 
Snowman - 4X6 - 
Maple, Maple 
Burl, Pine Cone - 
Acrylics - Turned 
in Hands-on 
Session at FVWG 
Meeting 

Marco Berera – 
Animal Urn – 
5.25x5.25 – 
None – Rim 
Cracked 
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November 28 

Instant Gallery 

Peter Hill – Platter – 14.5 – Spalted Beech 
– Beeswax, Mineral Oil – Souvenir from 

David Adolph – Pepper 
Grinder – 3X8 – Black 
Walnut – Carnuba, 
Beeswax 

Peter Hill – Salad Bowl – 19X5 – Irish 
Beech – Beeswax, Mineral Oil – Souvenir 
from Visit with Glenn Lucas 2 

David Adolph – 
Salt Shaker – 
2.5X6 – Maple, 
Purple Heart – 
Carnuba, 
Beeswax – Gear 
Insert on Top 
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November 28 

President's Challenge Gallery 

Dan Breck – Yarn Bowl 8X5 – Maple – WoP 
– Bow Ties (Front and Back) 

Ed Pretty – 1.5X30 –  
Mahogany-ish – Danish Oil 
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November 28 

President's Challenge Gallery 

Bruce Campbell – Lidded Dish – 6X4.5 – 
Maple Burl, Verawood – CA Glue, Gesso 
– Textured with a Burr Ball 

Cathy Friesen – 
Maple Bowl with 
Pyrography – Acrylic 
Paints – Inspired by 
Cynthia Gibson 
Workshop  
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November 28 

President's Challenge Gallery 

Gary Burns – Natural Edge 
Bowl – 8X3 – Maple – Spray 
Lacquer – Abalone Colouring  
(All sides) 



 

 

More Workshop Safety 
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 Always wear safety goggles or safety glasses that 

include side protectors. Use a full face shield for 

bowl, vessel, or any turning involving chucks and 

faceplates. 

 Use a combination of dust mask, air filtration hel-

met, proper ventilation, and/or dust collection sys-

tem as appropriate. Fine particles from a grinder 

and wood dust are harmful to your respiratory sys-

tem.  

 Wear hearing protection during extended periods 

of turning. 

 Turn the lathe off before adjusting the tool rest or 

tool rest base, i.e., banjo. 

 Always remove chuck keys, adjusting wrenches, 

and knockout bars immediately after use.   Never 

leave them in place, even for a moment. 

 Tie back long hair and avoid loose clothing, jewelry, 

or any dangling objects that may catch on rotating 

parts or accessories. 

 When using a faceplate, be certain the workpiece is 

solidly mounted with stout screws (#10 or #12 

sheet metal screws as a minimum). Do not use dry 

wall or deck screws.  

 When turning between centers, be certain the 

workpiece is firmly mounted between the head-

stock driving center and tailstock center. 

 Ensure the belt guard or cover is in place. 

 Check that all locking devices on the tailstock and 

tool rest assembly (rest and base) are tight before 

operating the lathe. 

 Ensure the blank is securely fastened. 

 Rotate your workpiece backwards by hand to make 

sure it clears the toolrest and bed before turning 

the lathe on.  

 Stay clear of the areas directly behind and in front 

of the workpiece, they are the most likely areas for 

a piece to travel as it comes off the lathe. A good 

safety habit is to step out of this zone when turning 

on the lathe, keeping your hand on the switch in 

case you need to turn the machine off. When ob-

serving someone else turn, stay out of these zones. 

 Always check the speed of the lathe before turning 

it on. Use slower speeds for larger diameters or 

rough pieces and higher speeds for smaller diame-

ters and pieces that are balanced. Always start a 

piece at a slower speed until the workpiece is bal-

anced. If the lathe is shaking or vibrating, lower the 

speed. If the workpiece vibrates, always stop the 

machine to verify why. As a starting point, consult 

your operator’s manual for recommended speeds 

for a particular lathe. Ensure the lathe speed is 

compatible with the size of the blank. 

 Exercise extra caution when using stock with 

cracks, splits, checks, bark pockets, knots, irregular 

shapes, or protuberances. Beginners should avoid 

these types of stock until they have greater 

knowledge of working such wood. 

 Hold turning tools securely on the toolrest, holding 

the tool in a controlled but comfortable manner. 

Always contact the tool rest with the tool before 

contacting the wood. 

 Note that, when running a lathe in reverse, it is 

possible for a chuck or faceplate to unscrew unless 

it is securely tightened or locked on the lathe spin-

dle. 

 Know your capabilities and limitations. An experi-

enced woodturner is capable of lathe speeds, tech-

niques, and procedures not recommended for be-

ginning turners. 

 Always remove the tool rest before sanding, finish-

ing, or polishing operations. 

 Don’t overreach, keep proper footing, and keep 

your balance at all times. 

 Keep your lathe in good repair. Check for damaged 

parts, alignment, binding of moving parts, and oth-

er conditions that may affect its operation. 

 Keep tools sharp and clean for better and safer per-

You mostly turn alone so safety is YOUR responsibility. 

Safety Guidelines for Wood Turning  
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formance. Don’t force a dull tool. Don’t use a tool 

for a purpose for which it was not designed or in-

tended. 

 Consider your work environment. Don’t use a 

lathe in damp or wet locations. Do not use in pres-

ence of inflammable liquids or gases, and always 

keep a fully-charged fire extinguisher close at 

hand. Keep your work area well lit. 

 Stay alert. Watch what you are doing. Pay close 

attention to unusual sounds or vibrations. Stop 

the lathe to investigate the cause. Don’t operate 

machines when you are tired or under the influ-

ence of drugs or alcohol. 

 Guard against electric shock. Inspect electric 

cords for damage. Avoid the use of extension 

cords. 

 Never leave the lathe running unattended. Turn 

power off. Don’t leave lathe until it comes to a 

complete stop. 

 Many accidents to woodturners occur while using 

saws, especially band and chain saws. Learn and 

follow the safety guidelines for this equipment. 

You mostly turn alone so safety is YOUR responsibility. 

Safety Guidelines for Wood Turning  
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Calendar of Events 2020 

Date Time Location Event 

2020 

Jan 23rd, 2020 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – tba 
Main Speaker – Dustin Cook – Turning a Lamp 

Feb 22nd, 2020 9:00 AM Sapperton Hall Dale Larson - All-day Demo 

Feb 23rd, 2020 9:00 AM KMS Tools Class-
room Dale Larson – Hands-on Class 

Feb 24th, 2020 9:00 AM KMS Tools Class-
room Dale Larson – Hands-on Class 

Feb 27th, 2020 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – Bruce Campbell – Drivers and Live Centers 
Main Speaker – tba 

Mar 26th, 2020 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – tba 
Main Speaker – tba 

April 19th, 
2020 9:00 AM Sapperton Hall John Jordan 

Apr 10th,2020 9:00 AM KMS Tools Class-
room John Jordan – Hands-on Class 

Apr 23rd, 2020 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – tba 
Main Speaker – tba 

May 28th, 
2020 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 

Club Meeting 
FoF – tba 
Main Speaker – tba 

July 4-7,  2020   
Kentucky Exhibition 
Centre, Louisville, 
Kentucky 

AAW'S 34th Annual International Symposium 

June 25th, 
2020 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 

Club Meeting 
FoF – tba 
Main Speaker – tba 

July-Aug Summer Break -  Our first meeting of the new calendar will be Sept 24th, 2020 

Sep 24th, 2020 
6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall Club Meeting 

FoF – tba 
Main Speaker – tba 

Oct 17th , 2020 9:00 AM Sapperton Hall Trent Bosch https://trentbosch.com/ 

Oct 18th ,2020 9:00 AM KMS Tools Class-
room Trent Bosch – Hands-on Class 

Oct 22th, 2020 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF –tba 
Main Speaker – tba 

Nov 26th, 2020 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – tba 
Main Speaker – tba 

https://trentbosch.com/


GVWG Officers, 
Appointees & Volunteers 

 

Special points of 
interest: 

Special points of interest:  

 Next Meeting:  
Thursday Jan 23th 2020 
at 6:30 PM,  
Sapperton Hall, 
318 Keary St, 
New Westminster BC  

 Food Providers:  

??? 

 New Members Greet-

er:  

Cathy Friesen 

 FoF Speaker:  
      TBA 

 Main Speaker:  
Dustin Cook  – Turning 
a Lamp 

 President’s Challenge: 
Jan – Hanging Orna-
ments 
Feb - Platters 

President: Steve Fairbairn president@gvwg.ca 

Vice President: Steve Hansen   

Secretary: Des Wilson secretary@gvwg.ca 

Treasurer: Bob James   

Members At Large: 

Dan Breck communica-

tions@gvwg.ca 

Peter Hill   

Cathy Nakagawa   

Phil Vetra   

Barry Wilkinson   

Dustin Cook   

Dan Moleschi   

Past President Bill Fowle   

Educational Coordina-

tor: 
Larry Stevenson 

  

Librarians: 
Peter McLaren Ra-

chel Tius 

  

Food Chief: John Hammond   

FOF Coordinator: Dustin Cook   

Turning 101: 
Peter Hill 
Tracy Kennedy 

  

Visiting Demonstrator 

Liaison 

Dustin Cook 
Brian Lunt 

  

Visiting Demonstrator 

Advisor 
Art Liestman 

  

Newsletter Editor: Bruce Campbell editor@gvwg.ca 

                    Publisher: Robert Carlson   

Digital Photography: Jay & Lin Mapson   

Webmaster: Steve Hansen webmaster@gvwg.ca 


