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I hope everyone had a chance to participate in our first ever online monthly meeting last April.  It was 

a learning experience for all of us, both the participants and those of us pulling the virtual strings be-

hind the scenes.  Please send me your comments, complaints and suggestions as we’re still learning 

this new meeting format and will continue to make changes and tweaks as we go along. 

As you might have guessed, it takes a group of about 4 people in the background, not counting the 

presenters, to run the online meetings.  To keep the meetings running smoothly, someone needs to 

be the greeter and allow people to enter the meeting as they arrive and keep out any cyber intruders.  

Someone else needs to control the “spotlight” and ensure that whoever is speaking is stuck on your 

screen and not cutting in and out to other participants if they cough or rustle some papers.  And yet 

another person keeps an eye on the background noises and participant volume levels so they can 

mute a participant if they are inadvertently creating background noise.  Someone also needs to moni-

tor the Chat screen and bring issues raised in chat to the presenter’s attention when required.  And of 

course, starting this month, our A/V person needs to control the cameras during the presentations. 

Online meetings also require a slightly different etiquette than our physical meetings.  For instance, it 

is always appreciated if folks mute themselves when not actually speaking.  This cuts down the back-

ground noise and prevents the main screen from flipping from person to person during general dis-

cussions just because someone who is not speaking makes some noise.  During presentations it is 

best to use the Chat feature to let the presenter know you have a question or comment unless the pre-

senter explicitly encourages people to speak up during his presentation.  Of course, you can also use 

the Chat feature to make offhand comments and jokes during the presentation without risk of inter-

rupting the presentation. 

This month our meeting will return to having our Focus on Fundamentals at the beginning of the 

meeting followed by announcements, general business, the main presenter/demonstrator and the 

Instant Gallery and President’s Challenge.   

After an experimental online meeting among the board members and meeting volunteers, we found 

that attempting to have “breakout rooms” for the Tech Talk and Design Discussion groups was just 

too unwieldy and confusing for everyone so we’ve decided to run those sessions on a separate evening 

for those that are interested.  Watch for announcements about those sessions. 

For the instant gallery, we’d like to continue the format we tried at our last meeting of people show-

ing off their latest work and briefly telling everyone a bit about it.  If you are comfortable doing so, it 

is also great if you have photos you’ve taken beforehand that you can show to everyone via the Share 

Screen feature of Zoom.  Either way, we would really appreciate it if you could take a couple photos of 

your pieces and email them to editor@gvwg.ca so that we can include them in the next newsletter.  

Screenshots are not of suitable quality for publishing. 

I’m looking forward to seeing the projects people have been working on while in isolation during this 

month’s President’s Challenge segment of the meeting.  I have been spending much more time than 

usual in my workshop having a lot of fun experimenting with new stuff, completing a couple of com-

By Steve Fairbairn  

President's Column  
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By Bruce Campbell  

Editor's Notes 

Quarantine disruption continues for all of us so once again we will have to meet electronically via 

ZOOM, and, like last month, the credentials for your meeting will be sent via email. 

Last month I asked for Isolation Tales and a number of you responded.  This issue will be made up 

mostly on your stories. 

Our regular pre-meeting features were interrupted last time so write-up for those are absent in this 

issue.  Some effort had been put in to finding a way to do this within ZOOM but after some confu-

sion it was decided that we would have only one pre-meeting event this month and that will be Fo-

cus on Fundamentals.  The topic will be the Vari-grind jig. 

Please continue to share your Isolation Tales as I expect we will be in this unique situation for some 

time to come. Send them to editor@gvwg.ca or call me at 604-944-3028. 

As Dr. Bonnie says: 

Stay Calm. Be Kind. Stay Safe. Together we will get through this. 

 

Bruce Campbell   Robert Carlson 
 editor     publisher 

Front Cover: 

Barry Wilkinson - 

 Double Bowl - 10 x 3 - maple 

missions and just generally hanging out in my ‘isolation station’.   

I also find myself looking for ways to improve the organization, workflow and various conveniences 

in my shop and have made numerous improvements over the last several weeks with more in the 

planning stage.  I find it inspiring to see what other people are doing to their workshops and studios 

that I might be able to incorporate (aka copy) in my own shop.  With that in mind, the President’s 

Challenge for June will be to share a few photos of shop improvements, tools or jigs that you’ve made 

in your own workspaces during the past couple of months of isolation. 

Steve 

mailto:editor@gvwg.ca
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Due to our on-going re-

strictions on public 

meetings many demon-

strators are providing 

virtual demonstrations 

via Zoom.  At our June 

meeting we will take 

advantage of this new 

opportunity to invite 

Cindy Drozda to be our 

guest presenter.  Cindy 

is known for her beauti-

ful finial vessels and 

boxes as well as her use of colour and mixed media.  

She has produced a number of excellent woodturn-

ing videos and travels extensively to demonstrate 

and teach.  She is a regular demonstrator and pan-

elist at AAW symposia and her work is held in gal-

leries and museums across the USA. 

Cindy has embraced virtual demonstrating and 

now gives regular on-line sessions from her home 

in Boulder, Colorado. She will host the meeting 

where she will demonstrate a triangular box. She 

has also provided us with lots of notes and instruc-

tions that will be available at a later date. 

So mark your calendar and watch for instructions 

on how to join her for our June meeting.   

by Bruce Campbell  

June Meeting Special Guest – Cindy Drozda  

Mori Kono  Carving 

Western Painted Turtles 

Elm 

13 Inches. 
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I know I’m not alone when I read online about 

how this pandemic is affecting the psyche of many 

people and I am definitely one of them. Like a lot 

of us, I have good and bad days. For me not hav-

ing the social aspect of my life is causing me is-

sues.  

I am fortunate to have many hobbies. Yet, there 

are days when motivation is hard to come by.  

I spent many hours in my shop, trying to keep 

busy with varying degrees of success. There are 

certain things that I really don’t like to do and I 

always use the excuse I don’t have the time. Well, 

now I definitely have the time.  

One of my pet peeve’s is making yarn bowls! I 

seem to sell them every year but that “J” Hook is 

no fun at all. So since I was in a bad mood I fig-

ured I would start banging out some of those yarn 

bowls in different shapes and sizes. So I start 

walking walk out to the wood pile (which is way 

too big, and never seems to be getting any small-

er), looking for a blank that will make a good yarn 

bowl. But, then the internal conversation goes like 

this:  

“Oh that’s a pretty piece that would make a nice 

platter. OK, I will do that. No I am supposed to be 

out here looking for yarn bowls! Oh well, I have 

lots of time. I’ll squeeze it in. 

Staying on track just isn’t happening. Time to sit 

down and take a break.  

Oh, there’s a burner.  I haven’t used that for a 

while so let’s play with that.  

Now, this is a nice thin piece. Maybe I should be 

playing with the piercing equipment. I haven’t 

played with that for a while! 

Gotta get back on track... back to that wood 

shed…  remember, yarn bowl! 

Oh, there’s that beautiful piece that I thought 

would make a wonderful bowl and I’m in the 

mood to turn out right now, or there’s another 

piece of that would make a yarn bowl! OK I’ll 

take them both into the shop.  

People are wondering if others are having issues 

with this pandemic. The answer is yes. We are be-

ing told this could go on for the rest of the year 

and we look back at this time we will remember a 

very bad time in history. I personally don’t wish to 

look back and remember these times. If you spend 

a lot of time on the computer as I do and you post 

any comments like this you’ll be surprised at how 

many people out there can relate.  

But, just to prove I’m trying to stay positive here is 

a picture of those darn yarn bowls, interrupted by 

a platter, interrupted it by a bowl, and anything 

else that jumps in front of me! 

Gary Burns 

 

 

Gary Burns – Isolation Tale 
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In March the City too down a Norway Maple in my 

neighbourhood “almost” on my doorstep.  I was 

left scratching my head how to recover this “gift 

horse” as social distancing was coming into effect 

across Vancouver and the rest of the country. 

Without ready access to a chain saw or trailer and 

none of by normal go-to friends to ask to help I 

thought I was hooped. While the tree fellers had 

bucked the truck into 4 big sections they still 

weighted between 200 and 300 lbs each – well and 

truly out of my weightlifting class.  

They say necessity is the mother of invention. After 

about a week of walking by the log the light bulb 

when off in my head to try a fridge dolly. Thankful-

ly the local equipment rental store was classified as 

an essential service and was still open. So I was in 

business. With the help of some levers I was able to 

roll 3 of logs off the curb and get them standing 

upright before sliding the dolly under.  

I did get some pretty strange looks from the neigh-

bours as I made successive trips back and forth 

from my house, push the dolly with log down the 

middle of the street, but after about an hour of 

sweat and grunt work I had recovered 3 out of the 

4 logs. The 4th section that included a crotch with 

the prospect of some nice fiddleback was going to 

be a bridge too far for the fridge dolly. After sleep-

ing on it, I realised that a pallet jack was the an-

swer. Another trip to the equipment rental store 

and about 30 mins later the 4th and final piece had 

been safely recovered. 

While the recovery effort was challenging, pro-

cessing of the logs into bowl blanks and starting to 

turn some bowls has been pure fun. I rented a 20” 

gas chainsaw and a 16” electric chainsaw from 

Home Depot to cut up the first batch of slabs and 

compare the two options before settling on pur-
(Continued on page 7) 

by Peter Hill 

Recovering a Norway Maple in the Time of COVID-19 
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chasing a 20” Echo 590 unit. Thanks go out to 

Bruce Campbell and Ed Pretty for advice on how 

to dissect the logs. This Norway Maple project was 

also just the excuse that I needed to invest in a 

Oneway Coring system. Again thankfully, Oneway 

appears to have been classified as another essen-

tial service because I called them up and the unit 

was on my doorstep within a week.  

As another stroke of luck, our friend Glenn Lucas 

from Ireland held a perfectly timed ZOOM demo 

with tips and tricks for using the Oneway coring 

system.  It was a good way to help me christen my 

new purchase. If you’re interested, a high defini-

tion recording of the demo is available for pur-

chase and download from his website. 

So far I have worked my way though about 5 

blanks including a couple of 16” x 3.5” bowls this 

past weekend and look to have my wood supply 

needs covered off for the rest of the COVID 19 

shutdown. I just hope the drying process goes as 

smoothly. 

Mori Kono  Carving 
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Barry tells me he is using his quarantine time to 

surf the net looking for unusual projects that make 

us ask, “How did he do that”. 

His first one is a “Stacked Bowl”.   The blank is 

turned at different centers to make them look as if 

there are two bowls stacked together with the top 

one off-kilter.  He reports a number of “lessons” 

from this effort.  They include: 

 Sharp Tools,  

 Speed,  

 Sharp Tools,  

 Accuracy, 

  Sharp Tools and  

 Patience 

Gee, where have we heard these before?   

The picture below is Barry’s first try at this project 

where a moment of inattention had significant re-

sults.   

The cover image this month is also one of Barry’s 

stacked bowls showing what it looks like without 

the “slip”. 

I am looking forward to what else Barry comes up 

with. 

by Bruce Campbell  

Barry Wilkinson – Isolation Tale 

Mori Kono  Carving 
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Keith has continues to turn out his usual array of 

beautiful burl bowls during quarantine time.  The 

irregular wined bowl pictured below is an exam-

ple.  He said, “It was challenging with the large 

open edge wing, keeping it straight and parallel, 

with so much 'air' space.”  He also mentioned that 

he could not use his coring system on this piece so 

a lot of that beautiful burl ended up on his shop 

floor. 

Keith misses the regular Tuesday get-together at 

his place with members of both Fraser Valley and 

our Guild. Alas, it would seem that a number of 

the things we enjoyed in the “before time” will be 

on hold for a while longer. 

In another project, he was inspired by Larry's Ste-

venson's presentation at our last in-person meet-

ing and accepted his Display Stand challenge to 

make a stand for a large (21"  x  2.5") maple burl 

platter.  After completing the first stand he decid-

ed to make a second one and colour it black.   

He has been surveying people to see which they 

prefer and so far it is about 50/50.  It will be inter-

esting to see which of them he settles on or if he 

tries something completely different. 

Finally, he says, “Thank goodness for our hob-

bies!”  Amen to that. 

by Bruce Campbell 

Keith Rattan – Isolation Tale 

Mori Kono  Carving 
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When one has time available, materials on hand, 

and an idea for improvements to the shop’s layout, 

plus a COVID self-isolation order, just how will one 

keep busy?  Yeah, right!  Like many of you during 

these chaotic times I heard my shop calling. It was 

a place to which to retreat.  Grounded by fear of 

illness and with the encouragement and hard work 

of several friends, my shop has been updated with 

custom cabinets and counters plus several reused 

cabinets from a Craigslist kitchen.  I’m retiring 

from work in a few months so I took the recent self

-isolation opportunity to rethink and rebuild my 

workspace.  I’ve been asked to share a bit of the 

story with you so here is how I’ve accomplished 

about 80% of the project to date.  The aim was to 

make a personal creative space in which I could 

look forward to spending a lot more time, especial-

ly as this pandemic moves into its next phases.  

Here’s what I came up with. 

My basement shop is actually three adjacent 

rooms: one main shop room with large tools and 

about everything one needs to build or repair al-

most anything from wood; an outer room with a 5-

foot workbench, vice, clamp and sheet goods stor-

age plus a finishing area; and an inner room that is 

dedicated to woodturning and storing wood 

blanks.  There’s a 3hp dust cyclone with ducts ex-

tending to each room to keep the fine particulates 

under control when I’m doing either flat work or 

turning.  But now instead of piecemeal cabinets 

and storage from odd sources that has been added 

over many years, the rooms are organized with in-

dividually designed Shaker upper and lower stor-

age cabinets and scribed countertops.  The timbers 

I used to make these were harvested from local 

bigleaf maple that a group of friends and I have 

sourced and milled and then air dried over many 

years.  Some is highly figured and/or spalted too, 

which has been a real treat to work with.  Purple-

heart and zebrawood strips with maple hardwood 

edges on the countertops have added the kind of 

special detail that I appreciate in a workspace.  And 

attempting to select timbers for side-by-side doors 

and drawer fronts that have grain patterns that run 

into the next one has been both challenging and a 

ton of fun.  Wood timbers and stock has been col-

lected for several projects over many years as I was 

waiting for the right moment to use it.  How inter-

by David Sweet  

2020 Workshop Reno - Isolation Tale  
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esting it’s been that this final shop build for me is 

that right moment and project! 

If you are like me, you know that our workspaces 

are uniquely personal.  Plus, ideas, hacks and gadg-

ets, etc. that are incorporated into a shop are in-

spired from many sources, including from col-

leagues in the Guild and others with immense ex-

perience.  Between us there are hundreds of years 

of woodworking expertise.  When I see other’s 

shops and gain ideas from them, then make things 

for my own shop in my own way this is some of the 

true joy of woodworking for me.  I have many peo-

ple that inspired me plus physically helped me dur-

ing this project.  Current Guild members John 

Spitters, Dex Hallwood, Olaf Lepper, Gaalen Erick-

son, Rick Stuible and Dan Breck, previous mem-

bers Randy Lane, Rick Friedel and Allan Johanson, 

and other friends Tony Spitters, Corry Spitters and 

Gerry Ciriani all made immense contributions.  

Thank you to everyone for your help!  And this 

goes out also to all of you Guild members who con-

tinually inspire me when I see and appreciate the 

outstanding quality of your awesome wood art. 



 

by Steve Hansen  

Pandemic Project?  
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Was it because of the quarantine or, was it a nice 

stretch of weather that set me in motion to perform 

a much needed assessment of my wood cache after 

35 years of accumulation. Regardless, I pulled eve-

rything out, one by one, examining for rot, bugs, 

potential objet d’art? There were some surprises as 

I assessed each slab, stick, log, root ball, blank, 

block, burl, board, tangled mess, and why on earth 

did I save that!?! The first batch headed for the 

recycle bin/fire pile was 30b.f. of bug infested 

Riverview oak logs. I think the unwelcome guests 

were imported from Coquitlam. Easy come – easy 

go. Aside from one other short log, a walnut, every-

thing else has fared well. I think it helps to have a 

lot of red cedar to ward off infections.  There was a 

bunch of odd-ball stuff that didn’t look too appeal-

ing to turn, so they have been relegated to garden 

adornments. I also took the opportunity to quickly 

taste a dozen blanks on the lathe-usually gnarly 

bits of cedars. Some of them show some astonish-

ing character that was not at all apparent from its 

exterior. A few others just looked like a whole lot of 

trouble for nothing, but will make excellent com-

post.  

It was also a trip down memory lane as I recalled 

the circumstances behind some of my acquisitions. 

For instance, I have a bunch of large burl slabs 

from a chance meeting of a logger, through intro-

ducing myself to a beachcomber working the Fra-

ser River during a coffee break. I can’t tell you how 

fruitful it can be to mention to everyone you meet 

that you are a woodworker. The leads will come.  I 

also got thinking about  tea breaks with my old pal 

Art Friesen as I sorted through my lapacho, 

guatambu, jacaranda paulista, ibararo, and  vera-

wood that he sold me over a few years. Art owned 

and ran Montalco, a furniture manufacturer and 

also had a sideline importing wood from central 

America. A fine woodworker and turner himself 

and always seemed to have turned lampshades on 

the go.   Some of my wood retains scars from a 

frightful night after a fire-bug set alight my prime 

wood shed.  “Your shed is on fire!” blurted by my 

wife around 2 A:M one fall night. Out I ran, with 

hose in hand and no sooner had I turned it onto 

the flames I could hear the welcome sound of si-

rens - Surrey Fire Service to the rescue. They saved 

most of the cache, but there was some loss… 

So, I’m all organized again. Was I ever? Perhaps 

better now, now that some infected wood is gone 

and some new inspirations have surfaced.  The ex-

ercise was also enjoyable because I like flipping 

wood around this way and that, trying to imagine 

what on earth is hidden inside – oh the anticipa-

tion! 
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As a “production” turner I get projects ranging 

from a set of wooden pegs 1”d x 14” long to 8’ ar-

chitectural pillars.  These come along quite ran-

domly and over the last year or two they have been 

few and far between – until now.  Since isolation 

started I have had a steady stream of projects with 

no end in sight.  But, it can be wearing and early 

this week I needed a break.  So, I declared a 

“maintenance day”.  It was to be a day where I 

fixed stuff in the shop that I had kept putting off.  

The list looked like this: 

1. Design a 4’ dust manifold 

2. Clean out dust collector 

3. Replace bag with canister filter 

4. Fix wobble in live center  

5. Replace burnt out florescent light fixture 

6. Replace alligator clip on my sandpaper dis-

penser for 80 grit  

 

Some other stuff got added on by Shirley but that is 

a completely different story. 

I got #2, #4 and #5 done and #3 is on order.  What 

a difference.  The light over the lathe is bright!  The 

live center doesn’t wobble any longer and the draw 

on the dust collector is amazing. We all learn to 

“work around” things under the pretense that we 

will get to them later which often turns to months 

and then years. 

I am glad that I am busy during self-isolation but I 

am really happy with the result of my 

“maintenance day”.  Perhaps I need to book one of 

them more often and maybe you should too. 

Now, I should go and replace that alligator clip and 

that dust collector manifold would be really help-

ful….. 

Happy turning, everyone.  Be calm. Be Kind. Stay 

Safe. 

by Bruce Campbell 

Maintenance Day - An Isolation Tale 

An Isolation Project to 

Consider 
 

If you are looking for something to do during this iso-

lation try doing what Grandpa Amu did – build a 

lathe. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afiyNmWOZK8  
Enjoy 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afiyNmWOZK8


 

April 23 

Instant Gallery 
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Allan Cusworth – 
Chip n Dip Bowl – 
Textured Rim 

Barry Wilkinson – 
Stacked Bowls – 
8X3 – Unknown – 
Tung Oil, Buffed – 
Different Centers 
Make It Appear to 
Be 2 Bowls 

Barry Wilkinson – 
Stacked Bowls – 
9X4 – Spalted 
Maple – Tung Oil, 
Buffed – Different 
Centers Make It 
Appear to Be 2 
Bowls 

Brian Lunt – Carved Bowl – 3.5X3 – 
Maple, Carving – India Ink, Acrylic 
Ink 

Barry Wilkinson – Stacked Bowls – 
8X3 – Maple – Tung Oil, Buffed – 
Different Centers Make It Appear 
to Be 2 Bowls 



Page 15 GVWG 

 

April 23 

Instant Gallery 

Brian Lunt – 
Paper Towel 
Holder – 
5.125X11 – Maple 
Burl, Walnut – 
Tung Oil, WoP 

Brian Lunt – 
Veggie Bowl – 
11X2.5 – Figured 
Maple – Tung Oil, 
WoP 

Bruce Campbell – 
Captured Vessel 
II – 7x5 – Cherry, 
Acrylic  

Bruce Campbell – 
Pivot-lid Box – 
Cork Oak – 4x5 

Brian Lunt – Tofino Platter 
Revised – 11X2 – Maple, Natural 
Black Stone – India Ink, Iridescent 
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April 23 

Instant Gallery 

Des Wilson 
– Lidded 
Box – 4x5 – 
Cork Oak, 
Paduak, 
Maple Burl 

Ed Pretty – Bowl 
– 9X2.5 – 
Fiddleback Maple 
– Tung Oil 

Ed Pretty – Bowl 
– 9.5X3 – Quilted 
Big Leaf Maple – 
Tung Oil 

Don Gamble – Vase – 6X6 – Maple 
Burl  

Ed Pretty – Bowl – 8X4 – Quilted 
Silver Maple – Danish Oil – Red 
Oak Butterfly Patches  
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Ed Pretty 

April 23 

Instant Gallery 

Ed Pretty – Bowl – 10X4 – Apple – 
Danish Oil – Walnut Butterfly 
Patch 

Ed Pretty – Bowl – 10X2.5 – Big 
Leaf Maple – Tung Oil 

Ed Pretty – Bowl – 11X4 – Apple – 
Walnut Oil 

Ed Pretty – 
Lemon Wood 
Bowls – 11X4, 
8X2 – Lemon 
Wood Burl – 
Danish Oil – 
Cored 

Ed Pretty – 
Sculpture – 
18X7 – 
Fiddleback Big 
Leaf Maple – 
Unfinished, In 
Progress 
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June 28 

Instant Gallery 

Gary Burns – Cherry Bowl – 13X4.5 
– Cherry – WoP – Textured Rim, 
Bottom 

Kees Hoff – Yew Bowl – 4.75X2.5 – 
Yew – End Grain  

Mark Anderson - Mice and Cheese 
- Cherry + leather + Yellowheart - 
2,25 x 1,25 in 

Mark Anderson - Cherry 14 x 16 in 
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Bird Houses 

President's Challenge Gallery 

Keith Rattan - 3-bead bowl - 23 
x 5 - WOP finish 

Mark Anderson - Pedestal Bowl  - 
cherry - 9 x 3 in 

Peter Hill – Bowl – 7X3 – Walnut – 
From a Blank Rough turned by 
Barry Wilkinson 

Peter Hill – Figured Maple Bowl – 
12X2.5 – Maple – Mineral Oil, Bees 
Wax 

Peter Hill – Group of 3 Bowls – 5X2 
up to 7.25X2 – Arbutus – Mineral 
Oil, Bees Wax 
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April 23 

Instant Gallery 

Don Gamble – Hollowing process 
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Home-made stand  

President's Challenge Gallery 

Bruce Campbell – Collapsible 
Platter Stand 

Bruce Campbell - offset stand for 
hanging things 

Keith Rattan - Study of different bases 
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We are looking 

for new Blood 

Wanted: 

Newsletter Editor 

Newsletter Publisher 
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 Always wear safety goggles or safety glasses that 

include side protectors. Use a full face shield for 

bowl, vessel, or any turning involving chucks and 

faceplates. 

 Use a combination of dust mask, air filtration hel-

met, proper ventilation, and/or dust collection sys-

tem as appropriate. Fine particles from a grinder 

and wood dust are harmful to your respiratory sys-

tem.  

 Wear hearing protection during extended periods 

of turning. 

 Turn the lathe off before adjusting the tool rest or 

tool rest base, i.e., banjo. 

 Always remove chuck keys, adjusting wrenches, 

and knockout bars immediately after use.   Never 

leave them in place, even for a moment. 

 Tie back long hair and avoid loose clothing, jewelry, 

or any dangling objects that may catch on rotating 

parts or accessories. 

 When using a faceplate, be certain the workpiece is 

solidly mounted with stout screws (#10 or #12 

sheet metal screws as a minimum). Do not use dry 

wall or deck screws.  

 When turning between centers, be certain the 

workpiece is firmly mounted between the head-

stock driving center and tailstock center. 

 Ensure the belt guard or cover is in place. 

 Check that all locking devices on the tailstock and 

tool rest assembly (rest and base) are tight before 

operating the lathe. 

 Ensure the blank is securely fastened. 

 Rotate your workpiece backwards by hand to make 

sure it clears the toolrest and bed before turning 

the lathe on.  

 Stay clear of the areas directly behind and in front 

of the workpiece, they are the most likely areas for 

a piece to travel as it comes off the lathe. A good 

safety habit is to step out of this zone when turning 

on the lathe, keeping your hand on the switch in 

case you need to turn the machine off. When ob-

serving someone else turn, stay out of these zones. 

 Always check the speed of the lathe before turning 

it on. Use slower speeds for larger diameters or 

rough pieces and higher speeds for smaller diame-

ters and pieces that are balanced. Always start a 

piece at a slower speed until the workpiece is bal-

anced. If the lathe is shaking or vibrating, lower the 

speed. If the workpiece vibrates, always stop the 

machine to verify why. As a starting point, consult 

your operator’s manual for recommended speeds 

for a particular lathe. Ensure the lathe speed is 

compatible with the size of the blank. 

 Exercise extra caution when using stock with 

cracks, splits, checks, bark pockets, knots, irregular 

shapes, or protuberances. Beginners should avoid 

these types of stock until they have greater 

knowledge of working such wood. 

 Hold turning tools securely on the toolrest, holding 

the tool in a controlled but comfortable manner. 

Always contact the tool rest with the tool before 

contacting the wood. 

 Note that, when running a lathe in reverse, it is 

possible for a chuck or faceplate to unscrew unless 

it is securely tightened or locked on the lathe spin-

dle. 

 Know your capabilities and limitations. An experi-

enced woodturner is capable of lathe speeds, tech-

niques, and procedures not recommended for be-

ginning turners. 

 Always remove the tool rest before sanding, finish-

ing, or polishing operations. 

 Don’t overreach, keep proper footing, and keep 

your balance at all times. 

 Keep your lathe in good repair. Check for damaged 

parts, alignment, binding of moving parts, and oth-

er conditions that may affect its operation. 

 Keep tools sharp and clean for better and safer per-

You mostly turn alone so safety is YOUR responsibility. 

Safety Guidelines for Wood Turning  
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formance. Don’t force a dull tool. Don’t use a tool 

for a purpose for which it was not designed or in-

tended. 

 Consider your work environment. Don’t use a 

lathe in damp or wet locations. Do not use in pres-

ence of inflammable liquids or gases, and always 

keep a fully-charged fire extinguisher close at 

hand. Keep your work area well lit. 

 Stay alert. Watch what you are doing. Pay close 

attention to unusual sounds or vibrations. Stop 

the lathe to investigate the cause. Don’t operate 

machines when you are tired or under the influ-

ence of drugs or alcohol. 

 Guard against electric shock. Inspect electric 

cords for damage. Avoid the use of extension 

cords. 

 Never leave the lathe running unattended. Turn 

power off. Don’t leave lathe until it comes to a 

complete stop. 

 Many accidents to woodturners occur while using 

saws, especially band and chain saws. Learn and 

follow the safety guidelines for this equipment. 

You mostly turn alone so safety is YOUR responsibility. 

Safety Guidelines for Wood Turning  
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Calendar of Events 

Date Time Location Event 

2020 

Jan 23rd, 2020 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – tba 
Main Speaker – Dustin Cook – Turning a Lamp 

Feb 22nd, 2020 9:00 AM Sapperton Hall Dale Larson - All-day Demo 

Feb 23rd, 2020 9:00 AM KMS Tools Class-
room Dale Larson – Hands-on Class 

Feb 24th, 2020 9:00 AM KMS Tools Class-
room Dale Larson – Hands-on Class 

Feb 27th, 2020 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 

Club Meeting 
FoF – Bruce Campbell – Drivers and Live Centers 
Main Speaker – Larry Stevenson – Displaying Our 
Work 

Mar 26th, 2020 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall Cancelled due to quarantine 

Apr 23rd, 
2020 

7:15 P.M. Via ZOOM See eMail for invitation details 

May 2nd, 2020 9:00 AM Sapperton Hall Dan Tilden 

May 3rd, 2020 9:00 AM KMS Tools Class-
room Dan Tilden – Hands-on Class 

May 28th, 
2020 7:15 P.M. Zoom Meeting Club Meeting 

See Special points of interest 

July 4-7,  2020   
Kentucky Exhibition 
Centre, Louisville, 
Kentucky 

AAW'S 34th Annual International Symposium 

June 25th, 
2020 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 

Club Meeting 
FoF – cancelled 
Main Speaker – Cindy Drozda via ZOOM from Boul-
der, CO 

July-Aug Summer Break -  Our first meeting of the new calendar will be Sept 24th, 2020 

Sep 24th, 2020 
6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall Club Meeting 

FoF – tba 
Main Speaker – tba 

Oct 17th , 2020 9:00 AM Sapperton Hall Trent Bosch              
https://trentbosch.com/ 

Oct 18th ,2020 9:00 AM KMS Tools Class-
room Trent Bosch – Hands-on Class 

Oct 22th, 2020 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF –tba 
Main Speaker – tba 

Nov 26th, 2020 6:30 P.M. Sapperton Hall 
Club Meeting 
FoF – tba 
Main Speaker – tba 

https://trentbosch.com/


GVWG Officers, 
Appointees & Volunteers 

 

Special points of 
interest: 

 Next Meeting:  
Thursday May 28th via 
ZOOM video confer-
encing starting at 6:30 
PM,  

 Instructions to prepare 
for the ZOOM meeting 
https://
us02web.zoom.us/
j/83307666895?
pwd=WUtQYW1Ud1ha
M0lJZlBXbmN5ODIw
UT09  

 Food Providers:  

Self-Serve this time 

 New Members Greeter:  

n/a 

 FoF Speaker:  

Bruce Campbell – de-
coding the Vari-grind 
Fingernail Jig 

 Main Speaker: 
Ed Pretty – Butterfly 
inserts in curved surfac-
es 

 President’s Challenge: 

Mar – Home-made 
stand 

President: Steve Fairbairn president@gvwg.ca 

Vice President: Steve Hansen   

Secretary: Dan Breck secretary@gvwg.ca 

Treasurer: Bob James   

Members At Large: 

Annie Prefontaine communica-

tions@gvwg.ca 

Des Wilson   

Peter Hill   

Brian Lunt   

Phil Vetra   

John Hammond   

Dustin Cook   

Rob Smith   

Past President Bill Fowle   

Educational Coordina-

tor: 
Larry Stevenson 

  

Librarians: 
Peter McLaren Ra-

chel Tius 

  

Food Chief: John Hammond   

FOF Coordinator: Dustin Cook   

Turning 101: 
Peter Hill 
Tracy Kennedy 

  

Visiting Demonstrator 

Liaison 

Dustin Cook 
Brian Lunt 

  

Visiting Demonstrator 

Advisor 
Art Liestman 

  

Newsletter Editor: Bruce Campbell editor@gvwg.ca 

                    Publisher: Robert Carlson   

Digital Photography: Jay & Lin Mapson   

Webmaster: Steve Hansen webmaster@gvwg.ca 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307666895?pwd=WUtQYW1Ud1haM0lJZlBXbmN5ODIwUT09%20C:/Users/Robert.CCCONSULTING/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307666895?pwd=WUtQYW1Ud1haM0lJZlBXbmN5ODIwUT09%20C:/Users/Robert.CCCONSULTING/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307666895?pwd=WUtQYW1Ud1haM0lJZlBXbmN5ODIwUT09%20C:/Users/Robert.CCCONSULTING/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307666895?pwd=WUtQYW1Ud1haM0lJZlBXbmN5ODIwUT09%20C:/Users/Robert.CCCONSULTING/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307666895?pwd=WUtQYW1Ud1haM0lJZlBXbmN5ODIwUT09%20C:/Users/Robert.CCCONSULTING/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307666895?pwd=WUtQYW1Ud1haM0lJZlBXbmN5ODIwUT09%20C:/Users/Robert.CCCONSULTING/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates

