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Putzing
Puht-zuhng
Intransitive verb
To spend time in an aimless or idle manner.
Engaging in inconsequential or unproductive
activity.
If I was to add it all up, I spend a considerable
amount of my time in the shop just putzing
around, not really accomplishing much, if anything. There are times when I just need to escape
to my happy place which, in my case, is my workshop. I’ll put some tunes on the shop stereo and
take some time to chill. Often, it’s just for a short
period of time, knowing that I will soon have to
come back to the real world to deal with realworld tasks and responsibilities.
Often that short period of time is spent performing semi-productive tasks such as cleaning, organizing, re-organizing, sharpening, etc. I quite often
become distracted by something which causes
the task to quickly devolve into a totally unproductive pursuit like playing with something I
found in the back of a drawer, counting the annual rings on a log or taking a handplane and aimlessly edge planing a scrap board just because it
feels good.

Deep Thought)
I think that if I were to add all that time up, it
would probably almost equal the amount of time I
spend working on projects. Many of you would
probably agree that our workshops or studios (or
whatever you call your maker spaces) often become a very comfortable space to just go and
hang out. I know that regardless of what I do or
don’t accomplish while spending time in my shop,
I always leave the shop a happier person then
when I went in. Ok, maybe not the times I blow
up a hollow vessel doing a finishing cut.
We have an amazing autumn lineup scheduled
starting with special guest Harvey Meyer who will
be demonstrating his “Basket Illusion” at our October meeting. On Saturday, November 13 we
are fortunate to be hosting John Jordan and our
November meeting will feature special guest Kade
Bolger who will demonstrate “Christmas Ornaments with the Skew”. Our lineup in the New
Year is just as impressive. See our website for
more details.

For those of you who have not yet renewed your
membership for the 2021/22 season, please be
sure to do so soon. The guild needs your support
and, of course, you don’t want to stop receiving
the links to our meetings. If you haven’t done so
Other times I’ll come into the shop, sit in my chair
already, you can now renew your membership
with refreshment in hand and gaze across the
and pay your dues online by going to our website
shop while I mentally plot and scheme changes or
and clicking on Join.
improvements to the shop, designing new jigs or
fixtures, new projects and how they’ll be best exe- Keep well and keep on turning,
cuted, etc. Of course, most of it never actually
gets past that stage. However, if I actually get to
the sketching stage it might manage to see the
light of day. Someday, probably not today.
President’s Challenge
Then there are those times where my shop becomes my Fortress of Solitude. A place to just es- • October – Magic Wand
cape from the world, sit back with a refreshment • November – Lidded Box
while losing yourself in the tunes and contemplating the answer to the ultimate question of life,
the universe and everything. (42 according to

Steve
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Our monthly Tech Talk summary is returns this
month after taking a short hiatus last month. As
usual, it is filled with interesting and valuable tips,
tricks and toys.
This month’s Guild Member Profile features Steve
Hansen who always has an interesting perspective
on his approach to woodturning.
Sheila Balzer is back with her monthly column. This
month she relates the trials and tribulations of trying to complete a project while juggling household
emergencies and family life.

As usual, we’re always looking for new contributors
and new topics. All members of any skill level have
something they can contribute whether it’s a short
tip or a multipage article on your favorite topic,
project or specialty. Embrace that inner author
trapped inside to share your passion. Then email
them to editor@gvwg.ca.

Steve

These Canadian Maple Leaf Pens are turned by Gary Burns from Maple burl that has been triple dyed and
hardened with Cactus Juice. The pen on the far right is turned from resin and baby pine cones.
Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Tech Talk is held on the Monday evening following
the Guild ZOOM session. The credentials for the
session are sent to all registered Guild members
and all are encouraged to participate in the freeflowing discussion centered on technical aspects of
woodturning.
The Tech Talk Zoom session was well attended this
month as usual. It is very rewarding to participate
in the free flow of information that takes place in
these sessions. Thanks you all, in advance, for your
contributions, be they questions, comments, or
suggestions.

Dust Collector Maintenance
I started the discussion with a red-faced confession. My dust collector was just not working the
way it should so I went to the shed where it lives
and turn the paddles on the baffled canister. That
only helped a little so I went looking more closely
and found the lower bag was about 3/4 full. Once I
Cyclonic Separators
cleared that out the collection ports started working wonderfully well.
that the much larger filter area of the baffled canisSo the tip is – Clean out the bag(s) regularly.
ter is well worth the expense of the canister-type
Cyclonic Separators
filter. Speaking personally, I noticed a significant
The discussion moved on to the use of cyclonic improvement in performance when I switched
separators as a means of improving dust collection from a large heavy-duty top bag to a canister filter.
by separation chips from the air stream before it
enters the dust collector to be filtered. We all
agreed that this is very important when collecting
off a table saw, jointer, or thickness planer. However, it is less important for lathe work where most of
Baffled
us do not try to collect the chips and concentrate
Canister
our efforts on collecting the dust during sanding.
Filter
When installing a cyclonic separator it is important
to avoid air leaks that can cause significant suction
loss. Also, the collection drum on the separator
can full up quite quickly so needs to be emptied
regularly.

Baffled Filters
My confessions lead to a discussion of the baffled
filters vs large cloth bags. The general consensus is
Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Multi-needle handles design
At the August Tech Talk, Sheila brought forward a
query on how to create a handle that could accommodate multiple sizes of crochet hooks. She
writes:
This something I was attempting following making
multiple crochet hook. This led to a robust conversation where lots of ideas were shared by the
members.
Then Michael Moult called to say he had a possible
solution. Using a disposed brass chemists’ weight,
and a metal lathe he drilled a center hole and added a threaded hole for a set screw. The 20g weight
was a perfect size to repurpose for the ferrule for
my crochet hooks.
Then while turning a salvaged boxwood stick,
something I was doing to practice using my tools,
this stick said it wanted to be a handle and so the
process to fit the ferrule and drill a hole for the crochet hook began.
There were lots of ideas shared, and I deeply appreciate them all. I intend to continue to explore
the options as I am currently finding it to be a very
fun and skill building thing to do. For example, I
now appreciate why ferrules often have 2 set
screws…one to hold the object, the other to bite
into the handle. Sure, a little glue could be an option, but set screws give more flexibility.
While it may be possible to purchase parts and
pieces already all made, I personally love the challenge of using discard and salvaged materials repurposed in alternative ways. Thank you to everyone who humoured my query and gave suggestions
to try. And I really love turning boxwood!
Here are some of the photos.

Sharpening Forstner bits
A question was asked about sharpening Forstner
bits and the first response was to inquire on
Google. Indeed, there are lots of videos showing
how to do this using a diamond hone.
One additional thing to consider when sharpening
these bits is to ensure that both cutting surfaces
are at the same height. To test this, mount a piece
of scrap in the headstock and your bit in tailstock
mount. Now, start to drill and carefully watch each
cutting surface. If one side cuts while the other
does not the “cutting” side is too high. Back the bit
out and hone the “cutting” side again. Repeat this
process until both surfaces of the bit are cutting
equally. This may take a while but you will be re(Continued on page 7)
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warded with a bit that drills much straighter.

Imagery on wood
Cathy asked for suggestions on applying an image
on to the inside of a vessel. The first suggestion
was to practice on a “scrap” piece of wood first.
Several processes could be used including pyrography to delineate sharp edges and dark areas, masking and airbrushing to get gradations of colour and,
of course, paints applies with a brush.
A good way to get familiar with applying paint to
wood is to do some free on-line painting tutorials.
There are lots out there that are short and present
good information as well as a practice lesson. I
suggest exploring both acrylic and water colour
methods.

Vacuum Pump Setup
Diana asked for some help to set up a workable
vacuum system for her lathe. She had tried to use
her shop vacuum cleaner with could not get
enough suction to hold a piece.
A quick search of back issue of our newsletter using
the word “vacuum” brings up 18 references on various aspects of vacuum system setup. For an overall view here is a link to February 2011 issue with
Larry’s excellent article (page 8):
https://gvwg.ca/docs/Newsletter2011/
February2011.pdf

Vacuum Pump Maintenance

Working Principle
Rotary vane pumps consist of a cylindrical housing
(1), eccentrically positioned rotor (2), and numerous free-moving vanes (4). The vanes are placed in
the slots of the rotor (3) and, as the rotor turns, the
centrifugal force throws the vanes against the cylindrical wall, creating a chamber between the rotor and the cylinder (7). The chamber volume
changes as the rotor turns. From the inlet port (5),
the chamber volume enlarges, and then decreases
towards the outlet port (6). As air enters the inlet
port (5) and the chamber enlarges (7), the vanes
create a vacuum. As the air is pushed through the
chamber and it becomes compressed, pressure is
produced at the outlet port (6).
Compliments of Republic Manufacturing Company
If you would rather have someone do the work for
you, one of our members found Tilbury Tool Repair
on Vantage Way in Delta does vacuum pump
maintenance. You may also try contacting refrigeration companies in your area and asking them for
recommendations since they are heavy users of
vacuum pumps.

Diana’s question prompted Barry to ask about
maintaining a vacuum pump and in particular, how
often should the oil be changed. Several people
suggested that checking the colour of the oil periodically and changing it when it gets dark is sufficient.
However, many of us use vane vacuum pumps
which do not use oil. The vanes are made from
graphite and do wear out but can be readily replaced. There are quite a few videos on-line that
should how to do this. I would suggest finding one
specific to your pump to use as your guide. Re- Remote control switches for 110V and 220V
placement vanes can be ordered from the manu- systems.
facturer of your pump as well. Here is a brief over- Steve asked if anyone has had success purchasing
view of how vane pumps work:
(Continued on page 8)
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simple remote control units for 110 and 220 power
systems. These consist of a short cable that is
plugged in to the cable that powers the machine
you want to control and a small fob with an on/off
switch. Another Steve reported that he had purchased several of these on-line and was happy with
them. The first Steve will go a-searching.

light socket. I just put one in over my lathe and,
holy #%$@!, is it ever bright. The 3 pods are
hinged so they can point straight down, or at any
angle so the light bounces off ceiling and walls.
Like anything at Costco….here today, maybe gone
when they sell out.

Big Light for the Shop
Finally, Dennis sent in this news flash for a quick
upgrade to our lighting needs (which always seem
to be going up). He writes:
“… I picked one (of these lights) today at Costco for
$26.95. They screw in to a standard medium base

Thanks to all that took part in the September Tech
Talk and for making it a fun and informative session. I hope to see you next time – 7:00PM Monday
November 1, 2021 via ZOOM.

7pm on the Monday after each monthly guild meeting
Bring your problems - Show off a new tool or invention - Share
your knowledge
Watch your email for the Zoom link!
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ond generation employed better bearings, bigger
shaft, and a variable speed drive – still all wood
construction and still no tailstock. The current version(2009) is all steel, welded by me, using the previous power plant and now it finally has a tailstock!!! It can do 6 foot face work and up to 24x60
between centres. For 99.9% of the time it lives as a
short bed of 19 inches coupled with a quick-change
12 inch swing away.

Tell us about your background – how did you
get into woodturning?
I was introduced to the lathe in Junior High. I
turned a small bowl. It took weeks to fashion,
largely because the tools were dull and I had no
idea of how to use them… but, it was fun! Fast forward a dozen years to the mid ‘80s when I acquired
a Beaver lathe and restarted my foray into turning,
still with dull tools and still with no understanding
of how to use them. Eventually I took an evening
class and I learned about this thing called “the bev- What tools do you most like using on your
el”.
lathe?

Tell us about your workshop/ studio.
My shop is in the basement – a cozy space. I currently turn on a third generation home-built (by
me) lathe. The first generation was all wooden construction (including the short-bed ways) and powered it with a one speed motor, controlled with
step pulleys and jack shaft – no tailstock! The secGreater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

I suppose my favourite is any bowl gouge. They are
so versatile. I grind mine with straight shoulders of
2-3 times the diameter. I also get a kick out of using tools that I have made – those are mostly
hooked tools for reaching into tight corners
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to polish them making use of their natural properthrough small holes. I am currently trying to push ties.
my limits of this technique – patience is a plus.
Do you ever incorporate other materials into
(Continued from page 9)

your pieces?
Only when I am capitalizing on a design opportunity.

What other types of woodworking pursuits do
you have?
I do a little bit of flat work using mostly hand tools,
although I do make use of a thickness planer. Everything else is done the old fashioned way. I also
have an interest in wooden boats. The last thing I
made was a turned flagstaff.

What inspires you – where do you get your
ideas from?

Learning to weld

What is your favorite wood?
I have two of particular note. From our local forests, Western Red Cedar (thuja plicata). Everything
about this wood I love: the fragrance, colours,
workability (okay, it’s not the easiest material to
work), to its rich history as used by Natives of the
north coast. The other one comes from central
South America, Verawood (bulnesia arborea).

What finishes do you prefer using?
Generally, the best finish for me are those that allow the wood to show its natural character. I avoid
built-up finishes. So, I use a lot of oil-based products, usually no more than 2 coats: one to seal and
the second to develop a consistent sheen. I also
use Krylon sprays. For those timbers that contain
natural oils and waxes, like Verawood and Lignum
Vitae, some ebonies, most of the rosewoods, I try

This is an intriguing topic for me. I draw a distinction between ideas and inspiration. To me they are
different, yet closely linked. Inspiration is energy
and concept. It is the motivation that drives us to
create. On the other hand, ideas are the tangible
design, shapes, texture, colour, etcetera that derive from the inspiration. To this end, many of the
pieces that I feel worthy of titling are given names
that do not apparently relate to the finished work,
rather to the initial spark that of an idea, or just the
working title. I heard this idea from J. Paul Fennell
who visited us many years ago – it stuck with me as
being significant.

Who has been the greatest influence on your
work?
Three come to mind. David Ellsworth. I recall the
moment I saw “Emerald Moon” on the front cover
of Edward Jacobson’s, The Art of Turned Wood
Bowls. I was gobsmacked. Until that point, I
thought wood turning was only about bowls and
stair cases. Bill Luce. He is as focused and passionate about form as anyone can be. A fifteen minute
chat with this superbly talented man, during an
AAW Symposium, was an eye-opener… literally. Art
Liestman. He introduced me to idea building and
gesture and helped to shape my idea of form,
largely from just listening to his many demos and
chats around the Forum on Form and Finish during
(Continued on page 11)
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western red cedar. I selected a 30x30x6inch slab
with a deep fissure in it (read: design opportunity)
club meetings at the hall.
and fashioned a bowl, 26x15inches, and unusually
Where do you usually display and/or sell your for me, I dyed the inside. I used the cone coring
work?
technique in order to stack and build up the height.
My kids and family abscond with most of my work.
That’s great, because the house doesn’t have much
room left for display. Seeing as there are few galleries, I only offer my work for sale during our Guild
exhibitions. It’s been quite a while since I last sold
anything.
(Continued from page 10)

What is the most challenging piece that you
have made so far?

“Cassiopeia”

Where do you see your work going in the future?
I’m not that ambitious to develop a portfolio. I just
dabble here and there – it’s all for fun. I am hopeful to get some work published into the AAW journal. I sometimes strive to do things that no one
else is doing or has done. There are lots of possibilities. At the same time I make a fare bit of utilitarian things because it’s really nice use stuff that you
have made: bowls, scoops, pepper mills, and magic
wands!

Are there any new techniques you would like
to try?
Yes! I am concepting a new (to me) hollowing system, for odd-shaped interiors. It’s time to employ
“Nikko”
some R&D and buy a new power tool or two or
“Nikko”( 1999). It’s all turned on a standard lathe, three!
save for the joints for the 6 facets. The facets were Where do you think you most need to imturned on a handmade jig and turned twice on the prove?
jig to get the opposing top and bottom arcs. The
Not getting side-tracked. Honestly, I seem to have
hardest part was jointing the six facets because I
a half dozen projects on the go at all times. For inhad very little material to grip onto while
stance, I have a hollow form chucked up, finished
“machining”. About 8 steps of turning to get it all
turned on the exterior, and still not completed indone.
side, after 4 months. There’s a reason for this…
What is your favorite project to date?
because I have 5 other projects to distract me.
“Cassiopeia”(2005) from “two trees”, an SFU spon- May your shop floor be smothered in fresh shavsored project utilizing a broadleaf maple and a ings! - Steve
Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Our Guild members are invited to order made-tomeasure turning smocks from the professional
seamstress that also designed and sewed smocks
for many of us in mid-2019. Several members have
expressed an interest in buying an additional
smock while others missed the first opportunity
and have requested that we arrange for a second
order. The value and fit (made to your measurements!) of these smocks is exceptional. They are
priced at $90, all in. We can also purchase our own
fabric plus sewing notions and have the smock
sewn to your specifications for $50. The smocks
will be made for us in January 2022.
Since the Guild is not meeting in person at the moment, the orders will be submitted to the seamstress via email. And the payments (in advance)
will be made via e-transfer to the seamstress’s
email address. You are encouraged to place your
orders now and to make your e-payments so that
Charcoal Rip-Stop Nylon
the smocks can be made in January. Details are
included in the order form that appears in this edition of the newsletter. I will pick up the orders smock to the in-person meetings when we meet
when they are complete and then bring your again at the Sapperton Hall (fingers crossed!).
The smocks are available in your choice of two fabrics. The first fabric is a cotton-polyester blend that
comes in a beige colour. This fabric is medium
weight, it is cozy on cold winter days. The second
fabric is a rip-stop nylon material that comes in a
charcoal colour with a light gray square pattern on
it. It is light weight, easily sheds shavings, and is
cool on summer days. If you wish to supply your
own fabric in your favourite colour (see Photos 3A
and 3B) you must also submit a matching front zipper (20-22” long), Velcro for the arm and neck closures (20 cm long), and thread. The amount of fabric needed if you supply your own is 2.75 square
meters from a 54” or 60” wide bolt.
There are several choices for pockets, for example
at the lower back on each side; small, vertical pockBeige Cotton-Polyester Blend
Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Custom Fabric Colour
ets for pencils and rulers, etc. at the top of each
sleeve; and a pocket with a flap on the chest. You
can specify if you want none, one or all of these
pockets on your smock. You also have options for
vents to be added across the upper back and also

under the arms. Many of the 2019 smocks included vents and most turners with vents would not be
without them. The Guild logo will be embroidered
on to the chest and you have an option of having
your name embroidered on the other side of the
chest too.
You also have a choice of sleeve lengths. In general, the options include: short sleeves (above the
elbows), 3/4 sleeves (just below the elbows), and
long sleeves (to the wrists). Each option includes
Velcro at the end of the sleeve to adjust the fit to
keep shavings out of the sleeves. This is also present at the neck for the same reason. Please specify the length of sleeve (in inches) that you choose
in the designated place on the order form.
To complete your order, take five measurements
as shown in the diagram on the order form, and
then submit these with your name, phone number
and email address to the seamstress: Emmerentia
Schutte at the email address on the form. Then etransfer your payment to the same email address.
I received a lot of help with this project from the
following Guild members: Barry Wilkinson, Cathy
Friesen, Rick Stuible, and Dex Hallwood. Thank you
very much!

A brand new 0-1/2” Keyless Jacobs Chuck with an I have modified the MT shaft to remove the tab on
MT2 connector. $35.00
the end. This will still self-extract for any quill that
has that feature but gives about ½” more travel on
Couldn’t find the old one.
the quill when drilling.
Bought a new one.
Found the old one.
Call Bruce at 604-944-3028 or email bvcampNew one for sale …….. Sigh.
bell@telus.net
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With absolute joy, excitement, and plans, began
the challenge to complete a wand (or two, or
more…)
I have in my stash, so
many sticks begging to
become wands.
For my main one, I selected a stem of apple wood
which I salvaged from a
neighbour’s yard when
she trimmed it back early
in the spring of 2021.
Some of them I stuck in water, and they continued to
bloom. One of the pieces, I
used the practiced skills first
learned watching Barbara
Dill during her multi-axis
turning demo, I made a few
light cuts of my stick. To me,
the magic is watching the
center arc spin while light
streams of wood flows from
the surface. This is where there is magic in wood
turning.

Next was the back story. This was fun as my family
and I for years now have played a wide variety of
characters in the world of Dungeon and Dragons.
One of my original characters is Alu’Vandora Durmista, or Mista for short. She is a Wood Elf that is
135-year-old and has become a 20th level druid
that is in the
Circle of the
Land. She is a
hermit, artist,
wood
crafter,
healer, and spell
caster. During a
period of restoration following
the successful
conclusion
of
saving the world from the Rise of Tiamat, a very
nasty five headed dragon goddess/demon, she
used her skills and crafted a wand she named
Bwaelan Dru, “It’s Good to be Alive”. The elvish
script is to be burnt into the stem of the apple tree.
The handle may be adorned with three sections,
two for her closest wood elf companions, Lina, Vellis, and herself. The back side shows the scars of
the bark and branch. I am so looking forward to
the order of embellishments from the USA, there
will be some of the amethyst fill to be put in the
place of the scar of the pith. The very tip of the
wand will include a chunk of raw amethyst to focus
Well, the turning turned out to be the easy part of the power for 7 different spells to be imbued with
the process.
(Continued on page 16)
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Mista’s magic on the wand. The cantrip of Resistance, the 1st level spell of Goodberry, the 2nd
level spell of Spike Growth, the 3rd level spell of
Speak with Plants (because Mista can already do
Plant Growth on her own), the 4th level spell of
Grasping Vine, the 5th level spell of Wrath of Nature and the 6th level spell of Druid Grove. (Google
Forgotten Realms 5th Edition and the spell name if
you are curious about what each spell does).
And here is where the journey got complicated.
The amethyst pieces are safely wrapped in tissue
paper and in a white container for protection…
clearly in a very safe place. Taking Rebecca
DeGroot’s advice she shared during Pat Carroll’s,
Meet the Woodturner, I opted to clean up “my
shop”. Given that currently “my shop” is my
entire home, the adventure began. (We are also welcoming a new
puppy into our lives to
come into our home early November, so puppy
proofing needed to happen anyways. Kind of
nice when tasks and
goals overlap).
Step one was to piece back together the HRV system so that it could be closed and turned on so
that the rest of the utility room could be sorted
through and organized. That led to also cleaning
the water dispenser
in the same area.
For that task I looked
under the laundry
room sink to get the
giant bottle of vinegar, but then discovered water leaking
into the base of the
cabinet. I spent a
bunch of time chasing down the leak.
The source ended up
being the hose which
Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

connects to the pull-out faucet. According to a video found while doing a Google search, the item in
question is a part that
Moen will replace so
it is just a matter of
calling their service
department…not on a
holiday. (A task for
Tuesday…currently
there is a 2nd call back
now properly scheduled for Friday afternoon…).
The next step of the
adventure, the task of
cleaning out the utility room, continued.
This meant unpacking
the metal shelf, that
was covered in crap such as
mountains of plastic & paper bags, loads of soccer
gear (no longer in use),
shoes, more shoes, and a
whole ton of tape. Clearing
off the shelf, and then moving it to get the items that
were trapped below it revealed water damage along
the wall. Upon further inspection, while there could have been multiple
sources, it looks like it may be from the downstairs
shower leaking while in use.
Time to inspect in the crawl space to see how extensive the damage
may be. Oh, wow,
there is a crack in the
foundation in which
water and wetness is
seeping through. And
yes, there appears to
be spalting happening
on one of the floor
joists in about the lo-
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cation of where the most water would be.
Oh joy!
During the adventure, I also found a whole bunch
of high density foam perfect for making sanding
blocks, lighter foam wrap for protecting finished
products and sorted through an immense number
of odds and ends.
Finally, at around midnight, I went back into the
crawl space, peaked into a box in which items got
dumped ages ago to clear my desk/work area, and
like magic, there were the amethyst crystals.

With my home/shop in complete disarray, contractors called, more tasks needing attention, how will
I ever get the moments of time necessary to make
my vision of the wand compete by the deadline of
the President’s challenge?
For now, as of this writing, I remain content to accept things as they are and am extremely grateful
for all the people I have met on my wood turning

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

adventures. Your encouragement, the curiosity, the potential of
possibilities, the confidence gained, and the
skills acquired has given
me strength in tackling
multiple tasks in great
need of attention. As if I
didn’t have enough on
my plate, I also travelled to Mitchell Island
in a effort to get rubber
bits from a cabinet distributor to repair the
slides on our 20+ year
old kitchen drawers. They had a couple of the ones
I needed, but I also am attempting to make a nub
of my own to be in the spaces where they did not.
Why? Because I would rather spend the limited
funds available to eventually get a lathe than to
replace kitchen cabinets and a broken-down dishwasher! Oh, the continued adventures to become
a woodturner.
It is because of the conversations had within this
group, the questions, and queries that I have felt
safe enough to ask, I have been able to be embolden and encouraged enough to take on tasks that
prior to becoming a member of GVWG I may have
desired to do but been unable to execute.
Thank you!
Truly each of the individuals and collective efforts
of the group for me is where the magic is found,
even if my wand remains a task to complete later,
…but wait, I have another week to see what is possible.
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Gary Burns - Canadian Maple Leaf Pens
• Left 3 - Triple Dyed Maple Burl hardened with
Cactus Juice
• Far Right - Resin & Baby Pine Cones

Merv Graham - Set of Tonfas
• Now seen carried by law enforcement. Replaced the Billy Club but still referred to as
such.
• Start out as 24” x 2” x 1.5” but then customized to fit the individual’s grip and arm
length.
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Merv Graham - Nunchucks
• Left are a matched set required for a 3rd
degree Black Belt.
• 13” x 1”
• Right is a beginner set - 13.5” x 1”

Merv Graham - Nunchucks
• Matched pair
• Stained dark red
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Chris Stiles - Box with Turned Top and Sides
• Maple and Walnut
• 10” long, 5” wide, 7” tall
• Emtech lacquer finish
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Gary Burns - Textured Platter
• Maple
• 12” x 1.5”

Gary Burns - Textured Platter
• Maple
• 9” x 1.5”
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Gary Burns - Embellished Platter
• Cherry
• 7” x 3”

Michael Moult - Sunflower
Platter
• Bigleaf Maple
• 12” diameter

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Steve Fairbairn - “Blue Plate Special”
• Figured Maple
• 8” x 3/4”
• Rim is fire textured
• Bowl airbrushed acrylic and waterbased poly
• Back finished with wipe-on poly
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Merv Graham
• Spalted Bigleaf Maple
• 10” x 3/4”
• 3/16” thick
• Polyacrilic finish
• Back side coloured with a combination of Oxblood leather dye,
bright red stain and black leather
dye
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Pippa Lattey - Practice Platters
• Fir 2x6
• Milk paint and paste wax
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Chris Stiles - Embellished Platter
• Unknown wood
• 15.5 x 1/2”
• Textured and coloured rim
• Tung oil finish

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Always wear safety goggles or safety
glasses that include side protectors.
Use a full face shield for bowl, vessel, or
any turning involving chucks and faceplates.
Use a combination of dust mask, air filtration helmet, proper ventilation, and/
or dust collection system as appropriate. Fine particles from a grinder and
wood dust are harmful to your respiratory system.
Wear hearing protection during extended periods of turning.
Turn the lathe off before adjusting the
tool rest or tool rest base, i.e., banjo.
Always remove chuck keys, adjusting
wrenches, and knockout bars immediately after use. Never leave them in
place, even for a moment.
Tie back long hair and avoid loose
clothing, jewelry, or any dangling objects that may catch on rotating parts
or accessories.
When using a faceplate, be certain the
workpiece is solidly mounted with stout
screws (#10 or #12 sheet metal screws
as a minimum). Do not use dry wall or
deck screws.
When turning between centres, be certain the workpiece is firmly mounted
between the headstock driving centre
and tailstock centre.
Ensure the belt guard or cover is in
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place.
Check that all locking devices on the
tailstock and tool rest assembly (rest
and base) are tight before operating the
lathe.
Ensure the blank is securely fastened.
Rotate your workpiece backwards by
hand to make sure it clears the toolrest
and bed before turning the lathe on.
Stay clear of the areas directly behind
and in front of the workpiece, they are
the most likely areas for a piece to travel as it comes off the lathe. A good safety habit is to step out of this zone when
turning on the lathe, keeping your hand
on the switch in case you need to turn
the machine off. When observing someone else turn, stay out of these zones.
Always check the speed of the lathe before turning it on. Use slower speeds
for larger diameters or rough pieces
and higher speeds for smaller diameters and pieces that are balanced. Always start a piece at a slower speed until the workpiece is balanced. If the
lathe is shaking or vibrating, lower the
speed. If the workpiece vibrates, always
stop the machine to verify why. As a
starting point, consult your operator’s
manual for recommended speeds for a
particular lathe. Ensure the lathe speed
is compatible with the size of the blank.
Exercise extra caution when using stock
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with cracks, splits, checks, bark pockets,
knots, irregular shapes, or protuberances. Beginners should avoid these types
of stock until they have greater
knowledge of working such wood.
Hold turning tools securely on the
toolrest, holding the tool in a controlled
but comfortable manner. Always contact the tool rest with the tool before
contacting the wood.
Note that, when running a lathe in reverse, it is possible for a chuck or faceplate to unscrew unless it is securely
tightened or locked on the lathe spindle.
Know your capabilities and limitations.
An experienced woodturner is capable
of lathe speeds, techniques, and procedures not recommended for beginning
turners.
Always remove the tool rest before
sanding, finishing, or polishing operations.
Don’t overreach, keep proper footing,
and keep your balance at all times.
Keep your lathe in good repair. Check
for damaged parts, alignment, binding
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of moving parts, and other conditions
that may affect its operation.
Keep tools sharp and clean for better
and safer performance. Don’t force a
dull tool. Don’t use a tool for a purpose
for which it was not designed or intended.
Consider your work environment. Don’t
use a lathe in damp or wet locations.
Do not use in presence of flammable
liquids or gases, and always keep a fully
-charged fire extinguisher close at
hand. Keep your work area well lit.
Stay alert. Watch what you are doing.
Pay close attention to unusual sounds
or vibrations. Stop the lathe to investigate the cause. Don’t operate machines
when you are tired or under the influence of drugs or alcohol.
Guard against electric shock. Inspect
electric cords for damage. Avoid the
use of extension cords.
Never leave the lathe running unattended. Turn power off. Don’t leave
lathe until it comes to a complete stop.
Many accidents to woodturners occur
while using saws, especially band and
chain saws. Learn and follow the safety
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Date

Time

Location

Event

2021
Oct 28th, 2021

6:00pm

ZOOM Meeting

Club Meeting
Main Speaker – Harvey Meyer – “Basket Weave Illusion”

Nov 1st, 2021

7:00pm

ZOOM Meeting

Tech Talk

Nov 13th, 2021

11:00am

ZOOM Meeting

Nov 25th, 2021

6:30pm

ZOOM Meeting

Nov 29th, 2021

7:00pm

ZOOM Meeting

Saturday Demo
John Jordan – Topic TBA
Club Meeting
Main Speaker – Kade Bolger – “Christmas Ornaments with the
Skew”
Tech Talk
2022
Club Meeting
Main Speaker – Ed Pretty – “Something Amazing”

Jan 27th, 2022

7:00pm

ZOOM Meeting
Note: It is possible this meeting may take place at Sapperton
Pensioner’s Hall.

Jan 31st, 2022

7:00pm

ZOOM Meeting

Feb 12th, 2022

11:00am

ZOOM Meeting

Feb 24th, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting*

Mar 19th, 2022

11:00am

Zoom Meeting

Mar 24th, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting*

Apr 9th, 2022

11:00am

Zoom Meeting

Apr 28th, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting*

May 14th, 2022

11:00am

Zoom Meeting

May 26th, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting*

Tech Talk
Saturday Demo
Donna Zils Banfield – “Illusions in Wood”
Club Meeting
Main Speaker - TBA
Saturday Demo
Emma Cook – Topic TBA
Club Meeting
Main Speaker - TBA
Saturday Demo
Colwin Way – Topic TBA
Club Meeting
Main Speaker - TBA
Saturday Demo
Mike Peace – “So You Want to Turn a Chess Set!”
Club Meeting
Main Speaker - TBA

* These meeting could possibly take place at Sapperton Pensioners Hall
Denotes guest speakers.
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President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Members At Large:

Past President
Educational Coordinator:
Communications:
Info Contact:
Newsletter Editor & Publisher:
Librarians:
Food Chief:
FOF Coordinator:
AAW Women in Turning Liaison:
Turning 101:
Visiting Demonstrator Liaison:
Visiting Demonstrator Advisor:
Wood List Coordinator:
Digital Photography:
Webmaster:
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Steve Fairbairn
Steve Hansen
Dan Breck
Bruce Campbell
Annie Prefontaine
Bob James
Brian Lunt
Sheila Balzer
John Hammond
Rob Smith
Bill Fowle
Volunteer(s) Needed
Brian Lunt
Ed Pretty
Steve Fairbairn
Peter McLaren
Rachel Tius
John Hammond
Dustin Cook
Sheila Balzer
Peter Hill
Tracy Kennedy
Dustin Cook
Brian Lunt
Art Liestman
Dennis Houle
Jay & Lin Mapson
Steve Hansen
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president@gvwg.ca
secretary@gvwg.ca
treasurer@gvwg.ca

communications@gvwg.ca
info@gvwg.ca
editor@gvwg.ca

woodlist@gvwg.ca
webmaster@gvwg.ca
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