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This will be my last President’s Column. My 2nd
term is up and a new GVWG president will be
elected at our AGM in a few days. During my 4
years as president, I’ve had the opportunity and
honour to work with and develop friendships with
quite a few amazing people. These are the people
on the board and the volunteers behind the
scenes who work collectively, and seemingly tirelessly, to ensure the GVWG runs smoothly and
continues to provide value, education, and entertainment to our members. These are the people
who have been responsible for keeping the
GVWG alive and, amazingly, thriving during these
past two difficult pandemic years.

thanks to the above-mentioned group of volunteers, the club has, out of necessity, reinvented
itself. This has been no small feat by any means,
and I simply do not have the words to properly
acknowledge and thank everyone who has been
involved in this journey. You all know who you
are and you all rock!

You’re not quite rid of me yet, though. I may not
be writing this column every month and you
won’t see my face chairing our monthly meetings,
but I’ll still be putting out this newsletter every
month and you’ll still have to put up with me in
the Editor’s Notes.

In fact, it was two years ago this month during our Signing off…
2020 AGM that we had our last in person meeting
before going into lockdown. Little did I know
when I accepted that second term as president
what challenges were in store for us only a few
short weeks later. Over the past two years,

Steve

Lots of great articles this month. Steve Hansen is
back with his safety column regarding learning to
turn on YouTube.
Bruce talks about the inspiration for his demonstration of turning 3-Cornered Boxes at this
month’s GVWG meeting and Gary Burns tells us
about his initial adventures into resin casting and
wood stabilization.
John Hammond explains how his magnetic dust
hose system works and includes plans for you to
build your own.
Sheila continues her monthly column documenting her journey as a new turner. As usual,
there are lots of great tips in the Tech Talk article
Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

that recaps the January live Tech Talk meeting.
Please keep those articles coming! Send your articles, tips, etc. to editor@gvwg.ca. For inclusion in
the next newsletter, please try to have them submitted to me at least 5 days before our monthly
meeting.
As always, all feed back is welcomed and valued.
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Napkin rings turned from green Holly wood displayed in a red stained maple bowl.
Like a lot of my projects, the bowl full of napkin
rings came about due to a combination of loosely
connected events, starting with the Presidents
Challenge to make rings.
I acquired the Holly wood from a client who commission me to make a Water Jug stand. The client
had acquired the Holly wood from a friend and
wanted to have the Water Jug stand turned from
it. However, the round of wood was not dried correctly and it had several cracks making it unusable
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for the stand project.
The client gave me the Holly wood to burn it in my
shop wood stove. I actually had not looked that
closely at the wood and thought it was Maple.
When I started cutting up the round with my chainsaw, I realized it was Holly and decided to see if I
could salvage anything from the cracked wood.
After cutting out a couple of small bowl blanks, I
realized I could make up a bunch of napkin rings
from the bits and pieces.
I have never turned napkin rings before, so I was
tempted to go to Youtube to see how napkin rings
are turned, but instead I decided to just figure it
out for myself.
I cut out 2” square blocks about 1 inch thick and
drilled a 1 1/8” hole through the middle.
I turned a 1 1/8”plug with a 1/4” lip to easily mark
out the napkin outside diameter.
I turned a bushing set to fit on my Pen Mandrel,
consisting of a 1 1/8” diameter spigot and a corresponding sized socket. The 2 inch Holly wood block
slipped on to the spigot and the socket slid up on
the other side of the block. The Holly wood block
was pinched by the sliding tail stock live center.
Nicely gripped on the Pen mandrel, the holly wood
block could be turned round, shaped, sanded and
buffed/waxed.
Displaying in a bowl was a matter of looking for
what was on hand. The napkin rings fitted into a
nice pattern in the bowl, creating the image of
rings with in rings.
The bowl is maple, dyed with Alkaline water based
dye. The inside is red and the rim is a deep purple.
Sprayed with a water based lacquer.

February 2022

Page 4

Tech Talk is held on the Monday evening following
the Guild ZOOM session. The credentials for the
session are sent to all registered Guild members
and all are encouraged to participate in the freeflowing discussion centered on technical aspects of
woodturning.
It seems to have become a habit that we have a
well-attended and spirited Tech Talk every time.
This month there were over thirty participants that
stuck around for nearly 3 hours and, as always, the
topics were wide-ranging and interesting. The online format has provided so many benefits including:
 Open to more participants including Remote
members
 No conflict with other meeting activities
 Time for in-depth discussions
With these major benefits we are likely to keep this
on-line format permanently.
Homemade Hand Wheels
Sheila has purchased a lathe and asked me about
making a hand wheel for it. It is great to have a
hand wheel, especially a wooden one. However,
some guidelines are in order:
Don’t make it too big or too small. If it is too small
it can be hard to get sufficient grip or torque and if
it is too big the higher feed rate can cause excessive friction (think friction burns). Something from
3” to 6” is a good size.
Make your hand wheel with a solid piece of wood
without cracks or knots, sand it very smooth (400
grit+), and apply a durable finish that you can sand
to a non-sticky surface. An imperfect or grabby
surface can be extra dangerous when it is spinning
a several hundred RPMs.
Shape the rim to a bead that fits comfortably in
your hand and is off-center towards the outside of
the wheel. This will make it easier to keep your
hand clear from obstructions.
Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

Check the controls on the outside of the headstock
for anything that sticks out. This can include spindle locks, index pins, or even mounting nuts. Design your wheel to minimize any possible “pinch
points”.
A handy way to
attach your hand
wheel is with a
chuck adapter of the
size you need. You
can turn a recess to
accept the adapter
and then glue/screw
it in place. Alternately you can purchase a thread tap
that matches the spindle on your lathe. With it you
can tap the hand wheel so it can simply thread on
to your spindle.
The tap is also useful for
mounting other things like waste blocks. But, be
sure to check carefully before buying a tap. Some
lathes have left-handed threads on the outboard
end of the spindle and some also have different
sized threads than the inboard side. Be sure to buy
the right tap.
Finally, the new Laguna Revo 12/16 (a very nice
benchtop lathe, BTW) has a small, metal hand
wheel that also serves to lock the spindle bearing
in place. If you replace it with a hand-made one be
sure to account for this.
Dust Collectors
I have been spending a lot of time turning on my
benchtop lathe and decided it needed a better dust
collection setup. I purchased the Oneida Dust Deputy Deluxe from Lee Valley ($140) to go along with
my shop vac. The Dust Deputy is a small cyclonic
separator that allows very little to get sucked in to
the vacuum cleaner filter bag. Instead it drops in
to the attached bucket.
On the pickup end I attached the upholsterer head
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tic. Bill showed us his space-safer setup that works
for his small shop.

(Continued from page 5)

Bill’s Rikon Portable Dust Collector

Oneida Dust Deputy
from the shop vac to
the hose and held it in
place with a couple of
magnets.
I do not usually try to
pick up chips when I
turn. I sweep them up,
bag them, and give
them to gardening
friends. However, because this small cyclonic separator keeps
the chips out of the
dust bag and makes it easy to empty them in to my
collection bags I now can “vacuum” up chips when
cleaning up. The only downside, of course, is that
shop vacs are pretty noisy.
My show-and-tell touched off a storm of dust collector solutions that were nothing short of fantasGreater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

Next, Don showed us his very interesting “hack”
where he took apart his commercial system,
mounted the motor/impeller unit to the wall and
replumbed it into a cyclonic separator. The barrel is
on a wheeled platform that he lifts to create a seal
and drops to empty. He reports almost never having to clean out the plastic bag shown in the picture below.
Similar systems of this size often are more than 9
feet tall making it difficult to put them in a room
with a standard 8 foot ceiling.
The dust collecting talk continued with Bob showing his “hack”. Like Don, Bob disassembled a storebought unit and placed it impeller unit on a barrel
and ran his collection hoses into the barrel rather
than the impellor. This creates a cyclonic effect
causing the chips and dust to drop out into the barrel. He also reports that the filter bag on the
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Don Gamble Dust Collector
outflow side rarely has any chips or dust in it.
These are wonderful hacks,
guys. Now I have to take a
closer look at my setup.
Blast Gates and efficiency
loss
Gary asked if there is significant efficiency loss when
adding blast gates into a dust
collection system. Steve reported that he replaced all
the plastic gates with metal
ones in an industrial shop he
runs with a significant improvement in efficiency (and
three to four times the cost).
I shared a hack that clipping
about ¾” off the back corBob's Dust
ners of the housing of plastic
Collector
Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

gates prevents dust from getting stuck in the corners and keeping the gate from closing all the way.
I also apply duct or underlayment tape around the
edges of the body. It helps to reduce leaks in my
system.
Collecting Chips with a Dust Collector
Dan was curious to know how many turners try to
capture chips in their dust collection systems while
they are turning. Most people do not. Most report
that they reserve the dust collector for when they
are sanding and sweep up the chips by hand.
Buffing Abrasives
Bill asked to what grit the various buffing compounds in the Beall system rated? I did some
Googling only to realize that it is not an easy question, mainly because manufacturers seem to have
their own systems.
The Beall and Oneway systems both offer Tripoli as
the “coarsest” grit on their stiffer wheel followed
by White Diamond on a softer wheel and finally
Carnauba on a flannel-like wheel. The “grit” of the
abrasives in not mentioned; just that Tripoli is
coarsest, White Diamond next, and Carnuba rated
as the finest.

Beall Buffing System
I asked how many use carnauba on their work and
a number reported that they do. I found that car(Continued on page 8)
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nauba “spots” when it comes in contact with water, wet hands, rain drops, etc. Objects that are
not going to be handled might benefit from the
high polish of carnuba but things that will be handled a lot like pens, bottle stoppers, salad bowl,
etc. are not such good candidates.
ShellaWax over CA glue
Dave asked if ShellaWax can be applied over a CAbased finish. A number of people reported good
success with the product when applied over CA
glue.
CA Glue Spreader
I shared a trick that I discovered when applying
CA glue. I use the shiny
closed-cell foam packaging that is used in heavier
items like TVs, or household appliances as a glue
spreader. I cut a block
about 1” square by 2-3”
CA Glue Spreader
long and hold it to the
sanded piece while it is turning. I then drop thin CA
glue on the piece while it is turning and wipe the
spreader from side to side. I repeat the application
until the whole surface of the object is covered and
then wipe it down quickly with a shop towel. This
works well for me on objects up to about 3” in diameter.
After 10 or 15 uses a layer of dried CA glue will
build up on the end of the applicator. When this
happens I cut a short piece off with a shop knife
and start again.
Warning: Do NOT use Styrofoam! The CA glue
melts it and makes a mess.
Wall Thickness of Green Bowls
Gary asked what thickness to turn a wet wood
bowl to ensure you will have a round once it dries.
He has tried the 10% rule - leaving the wall thickness 10% of the diameter of the piece – but has not
always had success.
The 10% rule is more a “guide” than a rule. Different species warp more than others and wood harvested from different parts of a tree will warp
Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

more than others. For example, I use 15% when
roughing Oak bowls and find that branch wood
moves more than trunk wood.
But, there is a way to rescue blanks that have
warped too far to get a round. Just boil the blanks
for about 30 minutes in water and it will return to
round. You can re-dry it and it will not warp as
much, or you can green turn it and “Embrace the
Warpage”.
Resin-based Wood Stabilizer
Gary reports that he has recently had success stabilizing punky wood using epoxy resin thinned with
acetone. He paints the mixture on with a brush
applying several coats and it hardens the wood noticeably.
Merv uses lacquer thinned 1:3 with lacquer thinner
for the same job and is also happy with his results.
I bought a can of Minwax Wood Hardener from the
hardware store and found it penetrated well and
did the job I needed.
John has had good success with a product called
Git Rot; a product used in boat maintenance.
Catalyzed Fiberglass Resin
Steve was curious to try catalyzed resin in a turning to
see how it compared with
two part epoxies. Fiberglass
resin itself has no fiber or
glass in it, but is engineered
specifically for laminating
fiberglass cloth and adhering
to wood. The product he
used is a polyester resin: P16 made by Fiberlay. The
resin is activated with a catalyst at one part catalyst to 100 parts resin.
Unlike epoxies he has used, this product mixed
more easily and was far more viscous. The resin
changed from a light translucent blue to light translucent amber... and stayed that way after it set.
The inherent colour of this type of resin can be
problematic for people that either want to control
the colour or want a clear casting.
Bruce added that renowned woodturner Marylin
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Campbell (https://marilyncampbell.ca) has used
epoxies and resins extensively in woodturning and
shared a number of her techniques with us in her
last two visits including how to mix fillers and oilbased paint with resins to create wonderful effects.
See
newsletters
https://gvwg.ca/docs/
Newsletter2006/Feb2006.pdf and https://gvwg.ca/
docs/Newsletter2005/Oct2005.pdf for more information.
Soft Edges
Steve shared a good tool tip about softening
square corners on tools. Square edges on the
shafts of flat tool such as skews, and scrapers will
dig in to the toolrest, especially when the turning is
rough. Taking a few minutes to round over those
corners with coarse sandpaper and then polish
them with fine sandpaper will make them slide
over the toolrest more easily and will reduce nicks
and scratches on the toolrest. This is simple to do,
only needs to be done once, and will pay benefits
for the like of the tool.
Angle of Edge on a Skew
Pippa was gifted a skew with a very flat cutting
edge. She loved the quality of the cuts but had to
tip the tool well over to get the tool to make a
skewing cut. Her question was to what angle
should the tool be ground so it will be easier to
use?
There was lots of advice given over this but it all
boiled down to about a 45 degree angle with the
two bevels nearly the same, meeting near the center of the tool and “not too long”. The longer the

bevel is on a tool the harder it is to control so start
by grinding them about as long as the skew is thick
and make them longer as you gain more experience.
Here is a page from a 2003 Focus on Fundamentals
handout on the skew.
Crepe sandpaper cleaner
Dan does a fair amount of green turning and that
involves lots of wet sanding. He discovered that he
can clean his sandpaper quickly by running it over a
crepe block. It is so successful that he made a permanent holder for the block located close to where
he works.
Thanks for sharing, Dan.

Compressor Muffler
Finally, Brian has recently installed a new compressor outside his shop. Unfortunately, it makes a LOT
of racket so he decided to put “mufflers” on the
system. Here is his story:
Contrary to my expectations, I discovered that the
most of the offensive noise from my new (to me)
compressor is from the intake of air. I decided I
needed to beef up the mufflers on the three piston
heads.
(Continued on page 10)
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Mufflers before conversion
I removed the mufflers and attached 90* elbows
and attached a length of heavy duty garden hose to
the elbow and then clamped the mufflers on the
other end.

Foam Lined Housing

Piston Head

Muffler Head

This allowed me to stick the mufflers into a 5 gallon
bucket lined with foam to see if it would dampen
the sound. I was able to reduce the sound from
95dB (very loud) to 75dB (heavy traffic).
My next step will be to build foam lined housing
with a staggered air inlet and outlet with a fan pulling air through the housing.

This should further reduce the compressor noise so
that neighbours can have a beer in their back yard
and not be annoyed that my compressor is running.
I sure the neighbours appreciate your efforts, Brian, and maybe you will get invited over now for
one of those beverages.
As you can see, we covered a lot of topics last time.
Thanks to all for you that participated. Please plan
to join us next time – 7:00PM Monday Feb 28th,
2022 via ZOOM. As usual, you will get an email
with the ZOOM credentials.

Please email all Instant Gallery and President’s Challenge photos to gallery@gvwg.ca by at least 3 days before the monthly meeting to ensure
they are included in the gallery presentations.
In your email, please include as much information as possible on your project such as species, dimensions, finish, special techniques, anecdotes, etc.
Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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I had a great deal of fun meeting the August 2021
President’s Challenge “Repurposed”. It inspired
me to make a 3-conered box (see https://gvwg.ca/
docs/Newsletter2021/September2021.pdf pg21).
That effort inspired me to make 10 more similar
boxes for an annual exhibition at Place des Arts in
Port Coquitlam called Positively Petite. Each box
became a canvas on which I could explore a number of the surface decoration techniques I have
seen over the years. That included pyrography,
sand blasting, texturing, masking/painting, piercing, mixed media, and so on.
In the main demonstration for our February
meeting I will go through the (quite simple) setup,
tools, and techniques for making a 3-cornered box
and then discuss some design choices and surface
enhancement technique that can add interest to
them and allow for hundreds of different results.

“Triangles”

“Hidden Gold”
Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

“Image-In-Image”
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It was a simple case of turning a spalted piece of
wood. Anyone turning badly spalted wood will
know you end up with tear out. Mother nature is
claiming the wood by starting the decay process.
So here lies the challenge, and I do love challenges.
How to make spalted wood usable without tear
out.
Resins to harden wood come in a lot of different
types. Plus, there are so many different concoctions of adding finishing products to different thinners to try to penetrate into the soft wood surface
to harden it. Every one I tried had some success,
usually about 1/4" max for my attempts, but I
wanted deeper penetration. Why? Well, I wanted
to make peppermills from highly soft spalted wood.
I love the colours. I wanted the inside of the peppermill to be rock hard as well.
So not knowing where this world of hardening
deep penetration would take me, off I went. I can’t
list every concoction I have tried or every brand of
hardener I have bought as that would fill a book.
But if you have heard of one, I will bet I tried it.
So, as the dollars kept flying out the door, the frustrations from not getting where I was wanting to go
didn’t make me want to quit. It only made me mad
and more determined.
All this searching and experimenting lead me to a
product called Cactus Juice by Turntex in the USA.
Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

And what a journey this became! The product did
what I was after, but it was just not a paint on
product. This product required a vacuum pump, a
vacuum chamber, and a toaster oven for small
stuff. However, my peppermills don't fit a toaster
oven so this required the wife to go shopping so I
could use a full-size oven to bake the resin impregnated wood.
I was learning my stubbornness was coming at a
cost. (by sending her shopping ha ha)
So, since this is an expensive product, I found I was
further ahead to rough turn my items oversize,
with lots of tear out still there, then go through the
process. Put the rough turned item in a vacuum
chamber, weigh it down so its not floating, fill past
the top with cactus juice (which I later discovered
is dyable, cool). Turn on the pump and suck out all
the air, tons of air, sometimes days running the
pump. When no more air comes out of the wood,
turn off the pump. The wood acts like a sponge,
sucking the juice back into itself. Leave everything
for a few days soaking. The Cactus juice does not
harden by itself, it requires heat. Finally take the
piece or pieces out and bake them.
Mission accomplished. A totally rotten spalted
piece of wood that is hard as a rock,
It turns beautifully, with zero tear out, but don’t
expect long shavings. It also sands wonderfully.
Turning hard woods would have been easier but
spalted has colours not in hardwoods.
And remember it was a challenge...
Was it worth the cost and a two-year journey?
Very likely not, but a challenge I wanted to find the
answer to. Plus, it opened up a whole new world of
resins that now lead me into making hybrids; hardened wood and other brands of resins combined
into one piece. That’s another story, another day
with pressure pots, moulds etc.
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Nothing can replace in-person, hands-on instruction, with comforting feedback and instant gratification from a knowledgeable tutor. While we wait
for Covid Clearance, Youtube offers a plethora of
videos with turners showing off their techniques
and projects. Some are very good AND safe - far
too many are not good or are unsafe. Some are
outrageously scary. Here are some very good videos/channels/people to look toward for quality
turning tips with generally safe practices (see note
below).
Stuart Batty:
• Tapered End Grain on Bowls: Platters and Grain
Direction.
• How Gouges Cut
• https://vimeo.com/woodturning.
Allan Batty:
• How to use a skew
Alan Lacer:
• How to use a spindle gouge

Generally speaking, content produced by the following are very excellent.
• AAW
• Craft Supplies
• Ashley Harwood
• Nick Cook
• many others…
Tip: Because these turners might have differing approaches to the same tool it is wise to stick with
ONE teacher until you have mastered that particular skill.
Note: Even the well-seasoned pros and those that
should know better will make little mistakes
around the lathe. You will notice all of the above
break some these safety rules some times:
• Using one’s hand to slow down a turning blank
• Moving the tool rest while the lathe is running
• One-handed operation of a gouge(or any tool)
• Spinning a blank onto a screw chuck WHILE the
lathe is running

7pm on the Monday after each monthly guild meeting
Bring your problems - Show off a new tool or invention - Share
your knowledge
Watch your email for the Zoom link!
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As I made the submission
ful of the shadows and spaces.
to the January 2022 Instant
Dr. Seri Robinson – spalted wood https://
Gallery I was reflecting and
www.northernspalting.com/about-us/dr-spalting/
realizing all the people who
There is spalting on this boxwood. First with
have been influential for
WWOS 2020, then again as a GVWG IRD, Seri
playing with the tools, techopened a whole new world of appreciating wood
niques, materials, and supand fungi.
port which resulting in the
Cindy Drozda – taking new turners through the
creation of this tiny piece
basic in very enlightening ways. Her up close camof creative play. This shawl
era work and very thorough explanations made a
pin has since been sent off
to with the shawl to Gwenda’s high school friend huge difference on getting the more confident with
the basics and the possibilities. http://
who lives in Valley City in Ohio.
www.cindydrozda.com/html/teaching.html
All the participants of the 2021 WIT Virtual Exchange especially Linda Ferber, Marie Anderson,
Cheryl Lewis, Barbara Silberman, Kathleen Duncan
and Andi Wolfe who led by example, inspire or
were my teammates during the exchange.
The stick used for this pin was first turned for a
possible project as part of our WIT team submission but was not incorporated so it sat for the next
opportunity of inspiration, learning and play.
Plus, Joey Richardson, Barbara Dill, Andi Wolfe, Sally Burnett, Dixie Biggs, Kristin LeVier, Merryll
The embellishments were inspired by Joanne Saylan, Donna Zils, Kimberly Winkle, Betty
Sauvageau who had a demo using Pebeo Prisme Scarpino, Beth Ireland, Kailee Bocsh, Rebecca
paints. Her completed platter piece was featured DeGroot, Marjin Wall, for sharing their stories and
on the cover of WOW magazine.
being inspirations for enjoying and finding passion
Barbara Dill – Multi axis turning https:// in what you choose to do.
virtualwoodturningdemos.com/barbara-dill/
The next AAW WIT Presents will be Tania Radda,
Although the twig was only turned once on the March 5, 2022. This event is FREE, but preregistrasame axis, I had to employ techniques demonstrat- tion is required before Friday March 4th at noon
ed by Barbara, especially light cuts and being mind- Eastern. Registration is limited too 500 attendees.
https://www.woodturner.org/Woodturner/WIT/
WIT-Presents-Registration.aspx
Be sure to also get yourself registered for the follow up social meet & greet too.
All the past AAW WIT Presents are available to
AAW members under the WIT Presents Archive
(Continued on page 15)
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tab. As a new turner, if you are looking for inspiration of the process of others, be sure to check out
this amazing resource.
There is so much appreciation and gratitude to all
the individuals who have been part of my
woodturning journey so far. All the time, attention, conversations, tips, support, and details each
have shared as I have had the wonderful opportunity to explore this and other simple pieces of
play. (In no particular order, mostly. Keep in mind,
there are only a handful of people on this list that I
knew prior to August 2020, when my woodturning
journey began.)
• Mike Balzer (Andrew,
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Alanna and Mando too)
Gwenda Woodberry
Jason Greenwood, my
Lathe Instructor at Maker Labs
Steve Fairbairn
Bruce Campbell
Steve Hansen
Larry Stevenson
Brian Lunt
Dustin Cook
Barry Wilkinson
Ed Pretty
Fraser MacLean
Michael Moult
Dan Breck
Dan Moleschi
Diana Dougherty
Gary Burns
John Hammond
Bob James
Art Liestman
Chris Stiles
Dennis Houle
Des Wilson
Merv Graham
Scott Morgan
Pippa Lattey
Shawn Preus
Peter Hill
Matthew Deighton,
WWOS
Perry Shaw and guest of
Weekend Conversations

• Theo Haralampou, Rec-

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

ord Power Tools demonstrator, and Jason’s instructor
Pat Carroll, and all the
guests of Meet the
Woodturner
Mike Davies
Emma Cook
Keith Gotschall
Kirk DeHeer
Phil Irons
Richard Findley
Roberto Ferrer
John Beaver
Eric Lofstrom
Greg Gallegos
Chris Parker
John Jordan
Andrew Hall
Stuart Batty
Glenn Lucas
Harvey Meyer
Ashley Harwood
Ruby Cler
Corinne Leroux
Darla Zary
Greta Burley
Thang Nguyen
Zoey Andres
Felix McKenzie
Bryan Hillyer
Audrey Wong
Bob Gadd
Barry Walker
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Patrick Casanova
Heather Skuse
Rebecca Glazier
Megan MacLean
Nancy Lekx
And the people at the
companies too, including

Maker Labs, KMS, Lee
Valley, Canadian Woodworker, Ultimate Tools,
Record Power, D-Way
Tools, Baaad Anna’s,
Wild West Dye, Opus,
Michael’s, plus more.

Since starting this month’s submission and the list
above, there are a whole bunch more turners and
artists both within our Guild and the awesome
presentations by a wide variety of turners through
the WWOS, Meet the Turner, and Instagram and
Facebook Live demos.
While finishing this article, The Tiny Turner, Emma
Cook was completing her Gonk-a-thon: Part Deux.
She was turning nose after nose, and hat after hat
(she turned bodies well past 1 am the night before). This was a great example of repetitive tool
skills while working on a very fun project that is all
about play. I am so excited that she is scheduled to
be a guest turner on March 19th with the GVWG.
And for those who enjoy the Mando updates…he
is now well over 50lbs, has been learning a whole
bunch and is approaching the teenage stage. He
loves to play, especially with his siblings. This
month’s photo was taken after a delightful romp
with his brother, Ghost, during a walk with my son
out in the trails. I was very thankful he had a shower before I got home from another woodturning
adventure at Gary’s. This time at Gary’s I got to
play with the wood burner following Donna Zils
Banfield’s demonstration and came up with a signature for my future signed work. Gwenda and I
were delighted to meet Laurel from the Fraser Valley Guild too. She looks like she as an incredible
body of work and she enjoys the process of using
hand tools too.
Wow, all this practice and play has been an absolute blast. It is even more fun using the lathe in my
shop which is slowly evolving. In the days ahead
there is much play doing hand cut barley twists
thanks to Richard Findlay, prepared pieces of Barry
Wilkinson and Bruce Campbell’s encouragement to
make 10 of whatever you are making as part of the
process of practice and play.
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Inspired by a YouTube video.
a 4 inch hose; you will have to adjust for your size
One of my biggest problems with dust collection needs.
systems is that they cost a lot, and they are inconvenient to use. This means for a quick job they
don’t get used. Most jobs in our shops are quick
jobs. Trimming a piece of wood to fit, a quick touch
to a sander to get rid of a pencil line or round a corner, we all do it.
To fix the problem we buy waste gates and tubing
and clamps and special switches to turn on dust
collectors remotely and fittings to hang tubing on
the wall, all at a high cost. I’m cheap, and my
grandparents would haunt me if I threw money
away like that - so here is a small piece of that puzzle.
With a magnetic fitting I can move a hose quickly
and easily from machine to machine. In my small
shop I don’t have room to mount hose every which
way - so I have one hose from my dust collector
(outside) in to my shop. On the end I have a magnetic coupler that mates with another coupler on
the band saw and another on the table saw (two of
the best dust makers in my shop). With a quick
twist I can move from one to another very easily.

I hope the diagrams below have enough information for you to build your own system. This is for
Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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My source of information is: - YouTube - Magnet
dust port adapters by the Ring Workshop. There
are other interesting ideas on this video as to
where to put the hoses (no, no let’s keep it clean
now).
This is the list of ingredients, and layout of the
holes. The magnets cannot bang onto each other

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

‘cause they are very brittle and will break, so the
holes must be deep enough for 2 magnets and
glue, keeping the surface of the magnet just below
the surface of the plywood. Also the polarity of the
magnets is important so pay close attention to the
little red dot on the magnets. The red dot attracts
to the side without a red dot. If you make a mistake on this part you will have to start again.
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Larry Pinfield - Almost Lidded Box
• 3.5” High, 5.5” Ø
• Two Maple bowls glued together
• Used a glass insert and tea-light
to create a Christmas image.

Larry Pinfield - Bowl Saver
Leftovers
• Variety of forms and finishes

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Larry Pinfield - Lidded Salt Container
• 3.25” High, 4.25” Ø
• Maple lid on Arbutus bowl
• The pivot is a machine screw anchored into and through the rim of
the bowl.

Brian Lunt - TitleHoney Jars
• Maple
• EM6000 Gloss Lacquer
• Local woodturner honey from Dan
Breck and Phil Vetra
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Brian Lunt - A-Tree-Some
• 9x3.5”, 13x3.5”, 10x3.5”
• Douglas Fir
• Sandblasted
• EM6000 Semi-gloss lacquer

Brian Lunt - Pepper Grinder
• Torrefied wood top and bottom
• Spalted Maple centre
• EM6000 Lacquer Finish

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Brian Lunt - Hedgehog Array
• Pinecone body, Maple face
• They are solitary so we distributed them to Christmas Tree
hedges in several houses
• EM6000 Gloss Lacquer oversprayed with iridescence airbrush

Brian Lunt - Wind Chime
• Heavenly Sound from use of recycled
oak church pew
• EM6000 Semi-Gloss Lacquer

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Chris Stiles - Tea Box
• Maple and Ebonized Cherry
• 10x6x6.5”
• Acrylic paint and Emtech Lacquer

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Dan Lemire - Disc Sculpture
• Walnut disc revealing the stylized image of a fish’s head
• 7” Ø, 1.2” thick at centre
• Walnut stand
• Repositioning the disc will change
one’s perspective and you may see a
completely different image in the
wood grain.
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Don Gamble - Hollow Mushroom
• 3” tall, 4” Ø
• Cherry
• Buffed with wax

Sheila Balzer - Possibilities of Play Pin
• Rescued spalted boxwood
• 5” long, 3/8” Ø
• Pebeo Vitrail, Prisme, Votrea paints
• Shawl by Gwenda Woodbury

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Gary Burns - Yarn Bowl
• Redesigning the traditional
yarn bowl

Gary Burns - Natural Edge Bowl
• Previous project re-turned to
provide a flat surface to add
artwork.
• Hibernating Hedgehog

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Allan Cusworth - Bowl

Merv Graham - #202
• Asiatic Elm
• 1.5x2”
• Water based polyurethane

Merv Graham - #201
• Caragena
• 3x4”
• Water based polyurethane

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Scott Belway - Small Ringed Goblet

Ed Pretty - Scarf/Shawl Ring
• 4” Ø with 7-8” pin
• I make these for The Silk Weaving
Studio
• Figured Big Leaf Maple dyed with
Procion MX and finished with
Tung Oil
• Pins are straight grained for
strength
• Dyed with same dyes as the apparel so the colours match

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Mori Kono - Viking Shield Decor
• 14x3”
• Western Red Cedar, Curly Maple, Cocobolo
• Partially Sandblasted
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Sheila Balzer - Boxwood Rings
• 100 yr, old Boxwood
• Finished with Cacay Oil

Sheila Balzer - Wedding Band
Replacement Ring
• 15/16 x 1/4”
• Boxwood
• No finish
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Bob James - Rings
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Chris Stiles - Pepper
Mill with Captive
Rings
• 11.5 x 2.5”
• Flame textured,
airbrushed and
Emtech Lacquer
finish

Steve Hansen - Interlocking
Donut Rings
• Maple and Walnut
• 5 x 1.25”
• No finish
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Cathy Friesen - Pion Cushion
• Palo Santo (Lignum Vitae)
• 4 x 2”

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

February 2022

Page 32

Dan Lemire - Finger Rings
• 7/8” and 3/4” Ø
• Holly, Maple, Walnut, Black Locust, Teak

Dan Lemire - Napkin Rings
• Holly
• 1.25” hole Ø
• No finish, buffed smooth

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

February 2022

Page 33

Larry Stevenson - Napkin Rings
• Left - Cherry, 1-7/8” long, 1-3/4”
Ø, 1-1/4” hole Ø
• Middle - Fumed Cherry, 1-1/8”
long, 1-3/8” Ø, 1-1/4” hole Ø
• Right - Laburnum, 1-7/8” long, 1
-3/4” Ø, 1-1/4” hole Ø
• All are finished with mineral oil/
beeswax.
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Georges Leroux

Gary Burns - Rings
• From left: Spalted Maple, Black Walnut
x2, Padauk,Indian Rosewood x2, Sapele,
• Koa, Purpleheart, Hybrid Maple Burl,
Acrylic, Pure Acrylic.
• All different finger sizes.
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Diana Dougherty - Rings Within Rings
• Bowl—Walnut
• Man’s Ring—Ironwood
• Woman’s Ring—Walnut

Alan Cusworth - Wedding Goblet
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Shawn Preus - Napkin Rings
• Pearwood
• 1.75 x 1”, 1.5” hole
• Danish Oil

Pippa Lattey - Ring
• 1.5” x 3.5” Ø
• Found wood
• Tried and True Original finish
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Fraser MacLean - Max Q
• Walnut ring, Cedar and Alder
• Tung Oil finish
• Top finished with friction wax
• 13” tall,1-3/8” x 5” Ø torus ring
• Max Q is defined as the maximum
aerodynamic pressure on an air
vehicle such as a rocket body during launch. Under the right conditions this will be visible as a vapour
ring around the body. In this case,
it is a walnut ring.
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Bill Fowle - Lathe Handwheel
• 12” Ø
• Unknown Wood from the Barry Wilkinson Collection.
• Hole filled with gap-filling CA glue
• Wipe-on poly finish

Merv Graham - Prismatic Crystals
• Spruce 2x4’s ripped to 3.5 x 1/2”
• Rattle can lacquer finish

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Always wear safety goggles or safety
glasses that include side protectors.
Use a full face shield for bowl, vessel, or
any turning involving chucks and faceplates.
Use a combination of dust mask, air filtration helmet, proper ventilation, and/
or dust collection system as appropriate. Fine particles from a grinder and
wood dust are harmful to your respiratory system.
Wear hearing protection during extended periods of turning.
Turn the lathe off before adjusting the
tool rest or tool rest base, i.e., banjo.
Always remove chuck keys, adjusting
wrenches, and knockout bars immediately after use. Never leave them in
place, even for a moment.
Tie back long hair and avoid loose
clothing, jewelry, or any dangling objects that may catch on rotating parts
or accessories.
When using a faceplate, be certain the
workpiece is solidly mounted with stout
screws (#10 or #12 sheet metal screws
as a minimum). Do not use dry wall or
deck screws.
When turning between centres, be certain the workpiece is firmly mounted
between the headstock driving centre
and tailstock centre.
Ensure the belt guard or cover is in
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place.
Check that all locking devices on the
tailstock and tool rest assembly (rest
and base) are tight before operating the
lathe.
Ensure the blank is securely fastened.
Rotate your workpiece backwards by
hand to make sure it clears the toolrest
and bed before turning the lathe on.
Stay clear of the areas directly behind
and in front of the workpiece, they are
the most likely areas for a piece to travel as it comes off the lathe. A good safety habit is to step out of this zone when
turning on the lathe, keeping your hand
on the switch in case you need to turn
the machine off. When observing someone else turn, stay out of these zones.
Always check the speed of the lathe before turning it on. Use slower speeds
for larger diameters or rough pieces
and higher speeds for smaller diameters and pieces that are balanced. Always start a piece at a slower speed until the workpiece is balanced. If the
lathe is shaking or vibrating, lower the
speed. If the workpiece vibrates, always
stop the machine to verify why. As a
starting point, consult your operator’s
manual for recommended speeds for a
particular lathe. Ensure the lathe speed
is compatible with the size of the blank.
Exercise extra caution when using stock
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use a lathe in damp or wet locations.
Do not use in presence of flammable
liquids or gases, and always keep a fully
-charged fire extinguisher close at
hand. Keep your work area well lit.
Stay alert. Watch what you are doing.
Pay close attention to unusual sounds
or vibrations. Stop the lathe to investigate the cause. Don’t operate machines
when you are tired or under the influence of drugs or alcohol.
Guard against electric shock. Inspect
electric cords for damage. Avoid the
use of extension cords.
Never leave the lathe running unattended. Turn power off. Don’t leave
lathe until it comes to a complete stop.
Many accidents to woodturners occur
while using saws, especially band and
chain saws. Learn and follow the safety
guidelines for this equipment.

with cracks, splits, checks, bark pockets,
knots, irregular shapes, or protuberances. Beginners should avoid these types
of stock until they have greater
knowledge of working such wood.

Hold turning tools securely on the
toolrest, holding the tool in a controlled
but comfortable manner. Always contact the tool rest with the tool before
contacting the wood.
Note that, when running a lathe in re- 
verse, it is possible for a chuck or faceplate to unscrew unless it is securely
tightened or locked on the lathe spin- 
dle.
Know your capabilities and limitations.
An experienced woodturner is capable 
of lathe speeds, techniques, and procedures not recommended for beginning
turners.
Always remove the tool rest before
sanding, finishing, or polishing opera- For more information on woodturning
tions.
safety please visit the AAW’s WoodturnDon’t overreach, keep proper footing, ing Safety webpage.
and keep your balance at all times.
Keep your lathe in good repair. Check
for damaged parts, alignment, binding
of moving parts, and other conditions
that may affect its operation.
Keep tools sharp and clean for better
and safer performance. Don’t force a
dull tool. Don’t use a tool for a purpose
for which it was not designed or intended.
Consider your work environment. Don’t

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

February 2022

Page 41

Time

Location

Feb 24th, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Club Meeting
Main Speaker – Bruce Campbell – 3-Cornered Boxes

Feb 28th, 2022

7:00pm

ZOOM Meeting

Tech Talk

Mar 19th, 2022

11:00am

Zoom Meeting

Mar 24th, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Mar 28th, 2022

7:00pm

ZOOM Meeting

Apr 9th, 2022

11:00am

Zoom Meeting

Apr 28th, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

May 2nd, 2022

7:00pm

ZOOM Meeting

May 14th, 2022

11:00am

Zoom Meeting

May 26th, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

May 30th, 2022

7:00pm

ZOOM Meeting

Tech Talk

Jun 23rd, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Club Meeting
Main Speaker - TBA

Jun 27th, 2022

7:00pm

ZOOM Meeting

Tech Talk

Jul 28th, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Club Meeting
Main Speaker - TBA

Aug 1st, 2022

7:00pm

ZOOM Meeting

Tech Talk

Date

Event

2022

Saturday Demo
Emma Cook – Resin & Burl Bowl
Club Meeting
Main Speaker – Gary Burns – Turn a lidded box without rechucking
Tech Talk
Saturday Demo
Colwin Way – “German Smoker”
Club Meeting
Main Speaker - TBA
Tech Talk
Saturday Demo
Mike Peace – “So You Want to Turn a Chess Set!”
Club Meeting
Main Speaker - TBA

Meetings will move back to Sapperton Pensioners Hall when Covid restrictions are lifted and it is safe to do so.
Denotes guest speakers.
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President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Members At Large:

Past President
Educational Coordinator:
Communications:
Info Contact:
Newsletter Editor & Publisher:
Librarians:
Food Chief:
FOF Coordinator:
AAW Women in Turning Liaison:
Turning 101:
Visiting Demonstrator Liaison:
Visiting Demonstrator Advisor:
Wood List Coordinator:
Digital Photography:
Webmaster:
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Steve Fairbairn
Steve Hansen
Dan Breck
Bruce Campbell
Annie Prefontaine
Bob James
Brian Lunt
Sheila Balzer
John Hammond
Rob Smith
Bill Fowle
Steve Hansen
Brian Lunt
Ed Pretty
Steve Fairbairn
Peter McLaren
Rachel Tius
John Hammond
Volunteer(s) Needed
Sheila Balzer
Peter Hill
Tracy Kennedy
Volunteer(s) Needed
Brian Lunt
Art Liestman
Dennis Houle
Jay & Lin Mapson
Steve Hansen
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president@gvwg.ca
secretary@gvwg.ca
treasurer@gvwg.ca

communications@gvwg.ca
info@gvwg.ca
editor@gvwg.ca

woodlist@gvwg.ca
webmaster@gvwg.ca
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