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Last month’s demo was a cracker! Bill Fowle presented his methods for making pens. I liked his
approach of first laying out the tools and jigs that
he will use and then showing how he uses each of
them. As always, I learned a few snippets of valuable information that can also be used for other
objects. Thank you Bill!
We’re back, in person, after a 28 month hiatus! It
felt great! By all accounts the tool swap and auction was a great success. Read about the details
somewhere inside this newsletter. A massive,
massive thank you to my partners in crime: Brian
Lunt and Dan Breck for organizing and running the
event.
Are you up to a special challenge? I hope so. To fill
you in, here’s a little history. Up until 6 or 7 years
ago the AAW had a Collaboration Challenge, a
group project within each Guild, and those projects were presented at the annual convention.
Regrettably, this excellent event lost its way and
was canceled. The GVWG lived up to this challenge four times. See https://gvwg.ca/

__about_us.html. It is now time for us to resurrect the challenge, if only for our own amusement
and that challenge will be to make a chess set. We
are hoping to have at least 32 people to participate in making the requisite pieces. There will be
some simple and important guidelines, BUT, plenty of latitude for artistic or interpretive impression. There will be specific dimensions for both
height and diameter. This is needed in order for
the pieces to physically fit on a board. The hope is
to render an eclectic, yet recognizable set. As for
what to do with the set after it is made… Maybe
offer it up to a charity auction??? There is more to
come on this over the next while.
The President’s Challenge for July-August is
“Parks and Rec” – something to do with outdoor
activities / sports / games / hobbies.

Steve
President’s Challenge:
• June - “Eggsellent” - Having to do with eggs
• July/August - “Parks and Rec”

Forum on Form and Finish
7pm on the Monday prior to each Monthly Guild Meeting (Zoom)

For those interested in the WHAT
rather than the HOW
Solicit input on your design or finish
Offer your insight
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This footed, natural edge bowl is about 6" diameter
by 4" high, Norway maple with a tung oil finish. The
inspiration for this came from the May President's
challenge. I had just done my demo on making four
footed bowls and the challenge for the next month
was multi-footed. I felt a bit obligated to come up
with something since I seemed to have inspired the
challenge but did not want to just repeat what I
had just demonstrated. The idea of making a bowl
with actual feet seemed like an interesting twist
with the added appeal of trying something that
was new to me. Most of the turning was similar to
what I demonstrated with variation that I left the
bottom in a shape could be carved into the feet. I
really like how the heels came out but it was actually a bit of a happy accident. I was trying to remove the pith from legs while still keeping a foot
shape and this was how it all worked out.

This month’s newsletter is a bit slim compared to
most month’s but still filled with lots of valuable
information, nonetheless. We really do need more
members to put pen to paper (Fingers to keyboards?) to provide more content for the newsletter.
This month, our president, Steve Hansen, provides
a recap of the auction/tool swap held earlier this
month. This event was also our first physical get
together since the beginning of the pandemic 2
years ago.
Bruce Campbell’s regular Tech Talk summary, as
always, is filled with many wonderful tips, tech-
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niques and generally useful information.
As usual, I’m always looking for more articles for
the newsletter, especially from new contributors..
Please consider submitting an article for the newsletter. Anything woodturning or Guild related is
appropriate.
If any members are attending the Chattanooga
Symposium, it would be great if you could write an
article on your experiences at the symposium.
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Tech Talk is held on the Monday evening following
the Guild ZOOM session. The credentials for the
session are sent to all registered Guild members
and all are encouraged to participate in the freeflowing discussion centered on technical aspects of
woodturning.
The most recent session was held on May 30th,
2022. Thanks to all for you questions, contributions and discussions.
Tenon Sizing
We often join two pieces of wood together by drilling a hole in one and sizing a tenon to fit that hole
in the other. The annoying part of this is testing
the size of the tenon. It can mean repeatedly taking it off the lathe, testing the fit and remounting it
to remove “a little” more.
I learned a neat trick to do this without removing
the piece. I drill a hole the same size as that I am
fitting into a piece of thin material using the same
physical drill whenever possible. Then I cut a slot
in the end that will fit over the live center point. To
test the fit I just slip the gauge over the live center
point and try to slip it over the tenon. If it does not
fit I slip it off and remove more material.
If you are only doing one or two tenons this may
not be worth your while but for more it can be a
great time-saver.
Calipers
Donna asked about calipers and that set off a firestorm. There are so many variations that it can
seem overwhelming. Calipers fall in to two categories; those that give exact measures and those that
give relative measures.
“Exact” measuring calipers
The most common exact measuring caliper is the
(Continued on page 6)
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making bowls or hollow forms and there are many
varieties of these. One of the oldest is the “Figure
8” version.
With these you pinch the work with one end and
see the thickness as the gap between to other
points. An excellent variation of these are the Martel calipers that use wildly asymmetric arms that
offer the ability to measure thicknesses in hard-toreach places.

(Continued from page 5)

Vernier (top) and Digital (bottom) Calipers
Vernier caliper (traditional or digital)
These are used to measure a size or shape the material to a known dimension. This can be an inside
or outside measurement or a length or depth.
Woodturners do not need the really expensive versions of these but be sure to get metal ones. The
plastic ones do not stand up.
For safety, it is a good idea to round over the
points on the outside diameter jaws so they don’t
poke into you wood or get caught when measuring
diameters while the wood is moving.
“Relative” Measuring Calipers
Relative measuring calipers do not give you an exact measure so much as let you know that one area
is different than another. This is very helpful when

Martel Calipers
A novel alternative to these is the version sold by
Lee Valley. These calipers have adjustable springloaded arms that can be used to take exact or relative measurements.

Lee Valley Calipers
(Continued on page 7)

Figure-8 Calipers
Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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(Continued from page 6)

Most versions of these calipers come in more than
one size and it is handy to have sets that fit your
project. Large ones can be clumsy around smaller
projects and small ones often cannot reach where
they need to.
Self-powered Sander
I showed a self-powered disk sander made from a
pneumatic angle grinder that was in the recent
Swap Meet and that prompted Larry to show us his
excellent version.

metal but involves electrostatically connecting the
powder to the piece. Of course this is hard to do
with wood.
Bill reports that he “welds” glitter with his lowpowered (1.6W) laser and Joanne suggested a process like flocking. That Is, applying an adhesive and
then applying the powder to it.
Overall, we all were intrigued with the idea but
more research and trials are needed.
Alternative(s) to Respirator
Next, Steve H. led a discussion of an alternate respirator – particularly one without a face shield. He
has considered a variation of a CPAC unit which
covers the nose and has hoses that could be connected to filters located elsewhere.
I found a similar product for sale at KMS under the
brand name North Backpack that attaches to
where the filters would be on a traditional nose/
mouth mask with hoses to filters behind the neck.
Perhaps that would work.

Larry’s Sander
Larry made holders for various disk pads when
attached to a long bar. He writes:
“I can vary the angle as I want and have trimmed
the disk with tin snips for a smaller entrance
hole. … I love this tool as it allows me to sand the
inside of hollow forms without risk to my fingers. Using the larger 2" disks offers some flex and
it follows the curves. This is just a stationary way
of holding sandpaper to eliminate some tool marks,
I am not looking for a finish that you would want
on the outside of a piece. Fittings could be changed
over onto a curved tool to get around corners if you
want. I haven't found that necessary.”
Ingenious as usual, Larry.
Powder Coating on Wood
Steve F. asked if anyone had ideas about powder
coating wood. The process is well-understood for
Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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(Continued on page 8)

Page 7

(Continued from page 7)

Drying Stands for Finishes
Dan reminded us of a use for broken bandsaw
blades. The blades are cut to length and then secured in to slots cut in a suitable backing (plywood,
etc.). He wrote:
“The racks are old bandsaw blades with the points
dulled so they do not damage the work and a gardener’s plastic anti-cat pads repurposed as a drying
rack.”
Thank, Dan

Dan’s Drying Racks
Discolouring of Maple During Finishing
Sheila showed two samples of maple that had noticeable grey areas that became more evident
when finish was applied. Her question was why
was it there and how could it be removed/
prevented.
In general discussion, it was mentioned that woods
with lots of tannin in them will darken when exposed to iron (like our tools). This includes oaks,
yew, and holly. The staining can be removed/
Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

reduced by using peroxide, vinegar or lemon juice.
However, maple seems to be able to gather silicates from the water it ingests and deposit them in
areas that then show up as the grey areas like Sheila experiences. These can be reduced with wood
bleaching at the expense of the natural colour of
the surrounding wood. This can be alternately rewarding or frustrating depending on what you
want.
What Causes Figuring in Wood
Sheila asked if anyone knew that causes figuring in
wood. Why does wood make “fiddle back”,
“quilting”, burls, “birds-eye” and so on. It is an excellent question and many folks have tried to answer it. To my knowledge the best guesses are
that it is partly genetic and partly environmental.
One local wood harvester I spoke with says fiddleback occurs more often in well-drained, rocky areas
(environment?) and where there is one there is
often more (genetic?). I think the real answer is,
“We don’t know.” But, it is one of the great pleasures of what we do.
Optical Probe
We finished off our discussions last time with Brian
reporting he had purchased a new tool (toy?) for
inspecting the inside of hollow forms and so on.
Made by DEPSTECH, this is a tiny camera on a end
of a fiber optic cable attached to a hand held
screen. These are often used by mechanics to do
internal inspection of machinery but the technology translates well for us.
There are a range
of models
of
different
sizes,
cable
lengths,
screen sizes and
options that can
be seen at https://
depstech.com
Thanks, Brian.
Once again, thank
Endoscope
you all for making
Tech Talk a success and I hope to see you next time
– 7:00PM Monday June 27th, 2022.
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Thank you to the following people for their kind Dougherty for selling raffle tickets and to those
donations to the auction:
that brought goodies.
Thank you to Celine at Penblanks.ca for reaching
• Art Liestman
• Jay Mapson
out to us and sending the project kits and micro
• Barry Wilkinson
• John Hammond
powders. For those of you that scored these,
• Bob Gadd
• Keith Ruttan
Penblanks.ca would love for you to send pictures of
• Brian Lunt
• Michael Moult
your finished projects.
• Bruce Campbell
• Pippa Lattey
A very special thank you to Bob Gadd of Woodworker Specialties who supplied a HUGE amount of
• Dan Breck
• Rich Schmidt
wonderful turning accessories. Wow! You can find
• Dennis Houle
• Sandy Dougal
them in Coquitlam, just north of the Pitt River
• Dex Hallwood
• Scott Belway
Bridge.
• Don Gamble
• Steve Fairbairn
We had a fluid 35-40 people filter in throughout
• Dustin Cook
• penblanks.ca
the 3 hours. We made $2840 from the auction/
• Harry Traeger
raffle by selling 115 items worth $5500. Congratulations to Jay Mapson for winning the raffle prize, a
Tip your hat please to Dan Breck and Brian Lunt for Supernova 2 ProTek Chuck Set. I hope everyone
organizing the event. Thank you to Lin Mapson, Jay was able to scoop something from the event and
Mapson, Bruce Campbell for handling the cash, looks like the swap tables did quite well!
Dan too with his Square. Thank you to Diana

On the subject of Woodturning Guilds and education:
I've been a turning addict and making bowls almost
daily since I got my first lathe 2 years ago. All my
knowledge came from watching hundreds of
youtube videos and I "thought" I was doing fairly
well....So when I heard that the Greater Vancouver
Woodworkers Guild was offering a "Turning 101" 3day workshop, I really wondered if it would be too
basic for me. I was told that was definitely not the
case, so I took the class and learned so much, most
importantly that I've been presenting the tools all
wrong from the start. A HUGE Thank You goes out

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

to the presenters Ed Pretty, Peter Hill and Cathy
Friesen!
Also to KMS tools for donating the space and equipment!
Besides this course, I've also learned a lot from the
relatively short time that I've been a member of
both the Fraser Valley and Vancouver Woodturners
Guilds from the meetings and the one on one info
from the friends I've met through the groups! If you
are not a member of a local guild... Join one ASAP,
and you'll be glad you did!
Michael Moster
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David Adolph - Logging Truck
• Each log is a different species
David Adolph - Cement Truck

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

June 2022

Page 10

Gary Burns - Maple Vase w/Glass Insert
• Spalted Maple
• Cactus Juice hardened

Gary Burns - Pepper Mills
• Spalted Maple
• Cactus Juice hardened
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Don Gamble - Bowl
• Black Locust
• 6.5” x 3”
• Shellac friction polish
• From rough turning by Barry Wilkinson

Bill Fowle - Bowl
• Maple
• 4” Ø
• General Salad Bowl Finish
Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Brian Lunt - Wanda’s Oneway Ferrule
Garden Tool
• Oak
• Acrylic liming
• Emtech lacquer
• Purple sparkles

Chris Stiles - Lidded Bowl
• Oak
• 4.5” x 3.5”
• Sorby spiralling
• Emtech lacquer
• India Ink
• Golden acrylic paint
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Phil Vetra - Bowl

Sheila Balzer - Walnut Honey Dipper & 2-Sided Lid
• Dipper—11” long
• Lid - 4.25” sq. x 0.25”
• Fits both 500g and 1kg jars
• Walnut oil finish

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Sheila Balzer - Flat-Bottomed Bowl
• Green spalted Maple
• 5.25” x 1.625”
• Walnut Oil finish
• From April Turning 101 class

Sheila Balzer - 2-Sided Bowl/
Pedestal Platter
• Green spalted Maple
• 3.625” Ø x 2” tall
• Walnut Oil finish
• From April Turning 101 class
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Gary Burns - Multi-Footed Bowl

Chris Stiles - Natural Edge Bowl with
Two Feet
• 5” x 4”
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Marco Berera - Captain’s Stubby
• “Shoeing-Off” after a busy day, he
uses it for a hot drink or porridge
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Marco Berera - Shoes
• 3-5/8” Ø
• 14.5” tall
• Made from two branches
• Sealed with Padding Lacquer and
waxed

Steve Hansen - Lidded Jar
• Boxwood, African Blackwood
• 2” x 4”
• Acrylic Paint
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Phil Vetra - Footed Bowl

Sheila Balzer - Tri-Footed Quilted Maple Bowl
• 4.5” Ø x 2.375”
• Walnut Oil finish

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

June 2022

Page 19



















Always wear safety goggles or safety
glasses that include side protectors.
Use a full face shield for bowl, vessel, or
any turning involving chucks and faceplates.
Use a combination of dust mask, air filtration helmet, proper ventilation, and/
or dust collection system as appropriate. Fine particles from a grinder and
wood dust are harmful to your respiratory system.
Wear hearing protection during extended periods of turning.
Turn the lathe off before adjusting the
tool rest or tool rest base, i.e., banjo.
Always remove chuck keys, adjusting
wrenches, and knockout bars immediately after use. Never leave them in
place, even for a moment.
Tie back long hair and avoid loose
clothing, jewelry, or any dangling objects that may catch on rotating parts
or accessories.
When using a faceplate, be certain the
workpiece is solidly mounted with stout
screws (#10 or #12 sheet metal screws
as a minimum). Do not use dry wall or
deck screws.
When turning between centres, be certain the workpiece is firmly mounted
between the headstock driving centre
and tailstock centre.
Ensure the belt guard or cover is in
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place.
Check that all locking devices on the
tailstock and tool rest assembly (rest
and base) are tight before operating the
lathe.
Ensure the blank is securely fastened.
Rotate your workpiece backwards by
hand to make sure it clears the toolrest
and bed before turning the lathe on.
Stay clear of the areas directly behind
and in front of the workpiece, they are
the most likely areas for a piece to travel as it comes off the lathe. A good safety habit is to step out of this zone when
turning on the lathe, keeping your hand
on the switch in case you need to turn
the machine off. When observing someone else turn, stay out of these zones.
Always check the speed of the lathe before turning it on. Use slower speeds
for larger diameters or rough pieces
and higher speeds for smaller diameters and pieces that are balanced. Always start a piece at a slower speed until the workpiece is balanced. If the
lathe is shaking or vibrating, lower the
speed. If the workpiece vibrates, always
stop the machine to verify why. As a
starting point, consult your operator’s
manual for recommended speeds for a
particular lathe. Ensure the lathe speed
is compatible with the size of the blank.
Exercise extra caution when using stock
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use a lathe in damp or wet locations.
Do not use in presence of flammable
liquids or gases, and always keep a fully
-charged fire extinguisher close at
hand. Keep your work area well lit.
Stay alert. Watch what you are doing.
Pay close attention to unusual sounds
or vibrations. Stop the lathe to investigate the cause. Don’t operate machines
when you are tired or under the influence of drugs or alcohol.
Guard against electric shock. Inspect
electric cords for damage. Avoid the
use of extension cords.
Never leave the lathe running unattended. Turn power off. Don’t leave
lathe until it comes to a complete stop.
Many accidents to woodturners occur
while using saws, especially band and
chain saws. Learn and follow the safety
guidelines for this equipment.

with cracks, splits, checks, bark pockets,
knots, irregular shapes, or protuberances. Beginners should avoid these types
of stock until they have greater
knowledge of working such wood.

Hold turning tools securely on the
toolrest, holding the tool in a controlled
but comfortable manner. Always contact the tool rest with the tool before
contacting the wood.
Note that, when running a lathe in re- 
verse, it is possible for a chuck or faceplate to unscrew unless it is securely
tightened or locked on the lathe spin- 
dle.
Know your capabilities and limitations.
An experienced woodturner is capable 
of lathe speeds, techniques, and procedures not recommended for beginning
turners.
Always remove the tool rest before
sanding, finishing, or polishing opera- For more information on woodturning
tions.
safety please visit the AAW’s WoodturnDon’t overreach, keep proper footing, ing Safety webpage.
and keep your balance at all times.
Keep your lathe in good repair. Check
for damaged parts, alignment, binding
of moving parts, and other conditions
that may affect its operation.
Keep tools sharp and clean for better
and safer performance. Don’t force a
dull tool. Don’t use a tool for a purpose
for which it was not designed or intended.
Consider your work environment. Don’t
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Time

Date

Location

Event

2022
Jun 23rd, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Club Meeting
Main Speaker – Fraser McLean – Thread Chasing

Jun 27th, 2022

7:00pm

ZOOM Meeting

Tech Talk

July 25th, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Forum on Form and Finish

Aug 1 , 2022

7:00pm

ZOOM Meeting

Tech Talk

Aug 22th, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Forum on Form and Finish

th

Aug 29 , 2022

7:00pm

ZOOM Meeting

Tech Talk

Sep 19th, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Forum on Form and Finish

Sep 22nd, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Club Meeting
Main Speaker - TBA

Sep 26th, 2022

7:00pm

ZOOM Meeting

Tech Talk

Oct 24th, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Forum on Form and Finish

Oct 27th, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Club Meeting
Main Speaker - TBA

Oct 31st, 2022

st

7:00pm

ZOOM Meeting

Tech Talk

st

Nov 21 , 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Forum on Form and Finish

Nov 24th, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Club Meeting
Main Speaker - TBA

Nov 28th, 2022

7:00pm

ZOOM Meeting

Tech Talk

Meetings will move back to Sapperton Pensioners Hall when Covid restrictions are lifted and it is safe to do so.
Denotes guest speakers.

Forum on Form and Finish
7pm on the Monday prior to each Monthly Guild Meeting (Zoom)

For those interested in the WHAT
rather than the HOW
Solicit input on your design or finish
Offer your insight
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President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Members At Large:

Past President
Educational Coordinators:
Communications:
Info Contact:
Newsletter Editor & Publisher:
Librarians:
Food Chief:
FOF Coordinator:
AAW Women in Turning Liaison:
Turning 101:
Visiting Demonstrator Liaison:
Visiting Demonstrator Advisor:
Wood List Coordinator:
Digital Photography:
Webmaster:

Steve Hansen
Dan Breck
Bill Fowle
Bruce Campbell
Chris Stiles
Bob James
Brian Lunt
Sheila Balzer
John Hammond
Steve Daechsel
Diana Dougherty
Steve Fairbairn
Diana Dougherty
Larry Stevenson
Brian Lunt
Ed Pretty
Steve Fairbairn
Peter McLaren
John Hammond
Chris Stiles
Sheila Balzer
Peter Hill
Terry Kennedy
Volunteer(s) Needed
Brian Lunt
Art Liestman
Dennis Houle
Jay & Lin Mapson
Steve Hansen

president@gvwg.ca
secretary@gvwg.ca
treasurer@gvwg.ca

communications@gvwg.ca
info@gvwg.ca
editor@gvwg.ca

wit@gvwg.ca

woodlist@gvwg.ca
webmaster@gvwg.ca

Chapter 130
of the AAW
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