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Spring is in the air!
Last month we were treated to Chris Stiles’ excellent demo on making a four-legged bowl. I had
asked Chris a while back if he would like to do
such a demo, partly because I had never attempted such a project and partly because I love the
ones he has done over the past few years. Thanks
again Chris! Of course, seeing as I have never
attempted this sort of project and it looks like a
whole lot of fun, it inspired the President’s Challenge for May. I’ll bet some of you might find a
twist on this theme.
Speaking of President’s Challenge, I was blown
away by the variety and quality of the entries for
last month’s theme: aquatic. From a scuba diver
to after shave and a whole lot of lovely work in
between, what more could you ask for? Well
done everyone.
We are currently working on the digital infrastructure in The Hall in preparation for returning to inperson meetings. This is needed to render quality
audio and video to everyone in person and on
Zoom. Brian Lunt, Shawn Preus, and Don Gamble
are the team of cable runners, technicians, and
experts making this happen.
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Our first Turning101 for two years is in the books.
I trust the attendees have learned enough to keep
them busy at the lathe for a while to hone their
new skills. A massive shout-out to Dan Breck, Peter Hill, Keith Ruttan, Brian Lunt (who seems to be
everywhere), and the amazing Claudia Hayward
for putting this program back on the rails. Thank
you also to KMS Tools. These kind people offer up
the space, the lathes, and the tools at NO COST to
us. Please keep them in mind when shopping for
tools and supplies.
I am delighted to say that we have begun to certify demonstrators/instructors that represent the
Guild. If you have aspirations to offer your skills to
others under the auspices of the Guild you must
be certified through our certification process.
Please see the article from April of this year for
more insight into this key Guild program.

Steve
President’s Challenge:
• May - “Multi Footed”
• June - “Eggsellent” - Having to do with eggs
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After a 2+ year hiatus, a Turning 101 class was held
this past month. By all accounts it was a great success! There are two articles with photos in this
month’s newsletter about the classes, one by instructor Claudia Hayward and the other by Turning
101 Coordinator, Peter Hill.
Fraser McLean writes about making a handy protractor scale for setting bevel gauges. Be sure to
read to the end before embarking on his extremely
detailed process.
Bruce’s monthly Tech Talk column recaps the many

interesting and informative discussions that occurred during the last online Tech Talk discussion.
Larry Stevenson is our Member Profile this month.
Read about what makes Larry tick; where he gets
his inspiration and his philosophy on woodturning.
As usual, I’m always looking for new content for
the newsletter and encourage all members to consider submitting articles, tips, ads, etc. Please endeavor to submit your articles to editor@gvwg.ca
by at least a week prior to the monthly meeting.

On Saturday June 11, we will conduct a silent auction and swap meet for our members at Sapperton
Pensioner’s Hall, 318 Keary Street, New Westminster. The two functions will run concurrently.
An auction catalogue is being prepared and will be
sent out 1 week prior to the event! Among the
items offered are vacuum units, chucks, adapters,
live centres and plenty more. If you have anything
you would like to donate to the auction, please
contact the president.
If you would like to sell your own tools/wood/
supplies then you are most welcome to partake in
the swap meet. Please contact the President to
reserve a table. Questions? Please contact Steve
Hansen, president@gvwg.ca.

along with a description and price new, if applicable.
About the Swap Meet:
• To sell, you need to reserve a table. You are
welcome to pool your wares with another
member.
• Entry for a table is $10 or donation to the auction.
• Tools, wood, and supplies are welcome
• Sellers are responsible for settling transactions
General:
• You must provide proof of vaccination to
attend in person. Masks are recommended.
• Auction / Swap run concurrently 9:30-11:30,
setup starts at 09:00
About the Auction:
• If you want to participate remotely, you can:
get someone to bid/pay/ship on your behalf.
• There will likely be over 100 items.
• Coffee and cookies will be on hand – please
• Bidding is in even dollar amounts.
ding the pot for coffee.
• We will have a cash cashier and a credit/debit
• $2 entry please – it helps pay the rent.
card cashier to settle up.
• Auction catalogue will be published the week • Raffle for one very nice tool.
prior.
• The Guild heartily accepts donations for the All enquiries and donations to president@gvwg.ca
auction. Please send a photo of the item(s)
Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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less version offers some interesting design opportunities and Larry has challenged me to do a demo
later this year on how. Stay tuned for that.
Holder for Deep Sanding
We talk a lot about wood turning but we spend
more time wood sanding. Sometimes we need to
sand an area that is hard to reach; like the inside of
The April session was held on May 2nd, 2022. Here a vessel or deep box. Steve suggested using forceps
is what was discussed.
that can be had cheaply and of various lengths
Shaft-less CrushGrind
from tool stores and auto supply shops.
With our bulk order of CrushGrind mechanisms
coming together Diana asked for confirmation that
there is, indeed, a model without the usual long
crank shaft. When we confirmed that her next
question was, “How does it work?” The cutaway
picture below may provide some ideas.

Tech Talk is held on the Monday evening following
the Guild ZOOM session. The credentials for the
session are sent to all registered Guild members
and all are encouraged to participate in the freeflowing discussion centered on technical aspects of
woodturning.

To use them for sanding fold a 2”x3” section of
sandpaper in half and clamp it in the middle with
the forceps. It then can be used to reach in to hard
-to-get areas more safely than with your fingers.
Pool Noodles in Woodturning
After previous discussions on using closed-cell
foam to help apply CA glue, Fraser went looking for
a convenient source for the foam. He found that
pool noodles are made from just the right type of
foam. They are inexpensive, easy to source, and
one will provide many years supply. Nice hack, Fraser but don’t tell the kids.
Glasses Over Glasses
Sometimes we need to work in detail on our turnings whether that be to burn, texture, or just highCrushGrind cutaways
grit sanding. Some of us use magnifying loops and
others choose strong drugstore reading glasses.
While CrushGrind mechanisms are the gold stand- But what if you already wear glasses, especially to
ard for salt and pepper mills they require more adjust astigmatism? Fraser found that he can use
precise drilling than standard mechanisms and 3x readers over his prescription glasses and still get
more so for the shaft-less version. But the shaft(Continued on page 6)
Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Magnifiers
both his prescription adjustment and the magnification. Your kids might laugh at you but it is a simple and inexpensive solution.
Merv reports that he found ½ lens readers from
Costco that allow him to have the magnification he
needs while working up close and still have unobstructed vision otherwise. I have the same issue as
Merv and solved it with safety readers. These are
your usual safety glasses with a reader optic molded in. I find these very helpful as they give me the
same optics as a half-lens but full eye protection all
the time.

Safety Readers
Earbuds as Hearing Protection
Phil reports that he has a new set of Sennheiser
wireless earbuds and they work great in the shop
to allow him to listen to music while they drown
out the ambient noise of the shop.
Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

We have talked before about the value of noisecanceling (NC) earbuds. Some have pointed out
that there is value in hearing the noise of the wood
while turning and NC earbuds can provide an improvement over safety earmuffs since they do allow some ambient noise to be heard while reducing the general background noise. In addition,
sharp, sudden noises are not likely to be filtered
out and that is good in our environment.
I found this very interesting article by an audiologist that discusses NC earbuds vs hearing aids. It is
a nicely balance discussion from a professional that
is not trying to “sell” anything. Please have a read:
https://clearlifehearing.com/blog/could-appleairpods-pro-kill-the-hearing-aid-industry
Maintaining a Flexible-shaft Carver
As a follow-up to a previous discussion of flexible
shaft carvers (Foredom, Dremel, etc.), Phil suggested that Lubriplate white, waterproof, lithium
grease is an excellent product for lubricating the
drive shaft. The recommended process is to remove the sheath and shaft; clean the flex-shaft
with a degreaser (alcohol or the like); apply a liberal bead of lubricant to all but the last 3” of the flexshaft; reinsert it into the sheath; and finally, reassemble the unit. Foredom recommends that this
thorough cleaning be done every 200 hours of use
while a simple reapplication of grease (remove the
sheath; lube the flex-shaft; reassemble) should be
done every 50 hours of use.
During each lubrication they also recommend that
the brushes be checked and when they are down
to under ¼” in length they should be replaced.
Note that in some models (including Foredom) the
sheath threads on the motor section with a lefthand thread.
Drilling Straight Revisited
Merv once again talked about tricks to successful
drilling straight using the lathe. First, it is important to ensure that the head and tail stocks are
aligned. This can be checked by putting a drive
spur in the headstock and a live enter in the tailstock and then sliding the tailstock to the head-
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stock. The two points should touch one another
exactly. If the lathe has a moveable head any misalignment can be corrected by adjusting the headstock while using a double-ended Morse taper bar.
Otherwise, more complex efforts will be required.
Next, be sure your drill is properly sharped. Be sure
brad point drills are centered by putting the drill in
a hand drill and observing the point while it is spinning. If there is wobble then the drill is defective
and another should be used. If a twist drill is to be
used be sure it has been sharpened correctly. Investing in a drill sharpening (Drill Doctor) is an inexpensive and effective way to do this.

Drill Doctor
To start the hole
properly, consider using
a starter drill. These
specialty drills have
heavy bars to support
tiny tips. This reduces
the chance the drill flexing as it starts. Once a
well-centered hole is
started the larger drill
can be mounted to finish the job.

Centre Drill

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

Merv went on the recommend that we buy a good
quality Jacobs chuck rather than a “cheapie”. Inexpensive units can actually garb the bit off-center
ruining all the other efforts you have gone to.
Finally, be sure to moderately tighten the quill lock
on the lathe so it removes any slack from the tailstock.
Thanks for the reminders and the extra info, Merv.
Tenons and Mortises
Donna showed a lovely piece that she has turned
and asked if the way she connected the final to the
lid of her piece was the “right way”. She had
drilled a hole in the center of the lid and then
turned a post on her finial to fit it. We all were impressed with the piece and assured her that she
had used the method most commonly used for
this.
I suggested that this works for tenons larger than
about 1/8” but in all but the hardest timber any
smaller than that and the tenon can be too fragile.
In those cases I drill both pieces and use a strong
material to join them. My favorite is to use bamboo BBQ skewer. It offers a really strong connection and one skewer is good for lots of tenons.
Waves When Using a Skew
David reported that when using a skew he sometimes gets a bump on the cut surface that is really
hard to remove. He asked what he might be doing
wrong.
A number of suggestions were proposed – all of
them good.
What David is experiencing is a harmonic bump
perhaps created by a small flaw in the timber or a
small change in tool pressure. Once that bump is
there and the lathe is going at just the right speed
the more you cut the bigger the bump will get.
This is the same principle that creates washboard
on an unpaved road. This harmonic can easily be
eliminated by slightly increasing or decreasing the
speed of the lathe, sometimes as little as 50 RPMs.
Skews need to be “razor” sharp. That is, you
should be able to shave the hair of the back of your
arm. After sharpening on the grinder the tool will
(Continued on page 8)
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The longer the bevel edge the cleaner the cut
need to be stropped. I use a drill press mounted
but the harder it will be to control the tool.
leather wheel from Flexcut called a Power Strop.
Conversely, the shorter the bevel the easier
the tool will be to control but the harder it will
be to get a great cut.
So, the length of the bevel should correspond to
the experience of the turner. Beginners should
start with a relatively short bevel and make it longer as their skill with that tool improves. Here is a
picture that will help to choose an angle right for
you.
(Continued from page 7)

Flexcut Power Strop
Other use an MDF wheel permanently mounted to
a small faceplate. Still others have rigged up their
hand wheel to do the job. All require a medium
grit honing compound and the tool is ALWAYS
stropped with the leading edge dragging backwards to the direction the wheel is turning.
Speed is another important factor. In general spindle turning is done on relatively small stock (under
3”) so once it is roughed to round the speed can be
increased to 2000 RPMs or more. Of course, this
varies with different timbers and setups so push
the speed but if the lathe starts to complain then
back off a few 100 RPMs.
Don’t press too hard. A very sharp skew will cut
easily and smoothly as long as it is presented to the
wood with the cutting side bevel pointed in the direction of the cut. Also, several shallow cuts are
often faster and easier to control than one big one.
The angle between the tip of the long point and
the tip on the short point is a personal preference
and I have seen people very effectively use a skew
with a really shallow angle and other a really steep
one. To start I would suggest a modest angle of
around 30 degrees.
The angle of the bevels is also important. Wherever possible they should be the same of both sides
but what angle should they be? Stewart Batty gave
me the best advice I have ever heard on bevel angle (on all turning tools). His advice was:
Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

Understanding Wood
Finally, Phil told us of an excellent book all about
wood. It is called Understanding Wood by R. Bruce
Hoadley (Copyright 1980 – ISBN: 0918804051 – 60
new on Amazon of around $15 used). It is
“comprehensive guide to wood technology”.
Thanks for that, Phil
Once again, thank you all for making Tech Talk a
success and I hope to see you next time – 7:00PM
Monday May 30, 2022.
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Next Tech Talk
Monday, May 30, 2022
7pm via Zoom
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work at VGH in Biomedical Engineering and I acquired stuff that was being discarded which in turn
made my space look a bit like an OR suite with a
gantry over the lathe with modified examination
lights and a travelling arm that has my dust collection on it. All good stuff that the hospital would
have to pay to get rid of.

Tell us about your background – how did you get
into woodturning?
I have been turning since the mid 70's. At that
time there was no AAW and in fact there were few
woodturners around. I got involved as I wanted to
make a waterbed bedroom suite and the bedframe
required turned posts. I bought a used Craftsman
lathe and with a box of 5 tools and a small instruction booklet I naively set out to turn these posts. I
had to modify the lathe first to turn longer spindles
of course.
Tell us about your workshop/ studio.
I have a bit of everything in my workshop/studio
space. The main focus is of course woodturning
but as many of us know, you need a bandsaw and
then there is the addition of all the other stuff that
helps the job along. I was fortunate enough to
Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

What tools do you most like using on your lathe?
The tools I use the most are whatever cuts and
does the job. I have made many of my own tools
and am constantly looking for other ways of doing
things to make the job easier.
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What is your favorite wood?
No particular favorite but many of our local woods
have their own features that can enhance what
you wish to . I love oaks as they have such great
medullary rays and if turned wet can distort to create spectacular forms. Acacia is a very hard wood
and the contrast between the sapwood and heartwood is wonderful and it can be enhanced with
fuming. Of course our local figured Bigleaf Maple
is superb and lovely to work with.
What finishes do you prefer using?
I use different finishes. If I want a low luster finish
on a bowl or some other piece I use walnut oil. I
also use an oil/beeswax blend as it gives a lovely
finish with a slight sheen. If I want a gloss I use a
water borne lacquer sold at Lee Valley called
Emtech Water based acrylic lacquer. It is the best
water based finish I have used and I have tried
quite a few. I spray this finish.
Do you ever incorporate other materials into your
pieces?
Yes, I have incorporated soapstone, paua shell embedded in resins, various acrylic mediums, feathers, leather braiding as a rim enhancement. I will
use whatever enhances the piece.
What other types of woodworking or pursuits do
you have?
I used to do more flat work and have recently started spoon carving. It is very relaxing to just sit and
carve away on a wet piece of wood
What inspires you – where do you get your ideas
from?
There are so many sources of inspiration that it is
hard to know where to start. Here are a few, sunsets, music, pottery, raku pottery, metal sculptures,
plants, personal life issues that you are going
through, other turners work that you want to explore their techniques, geometric designs, quilts.
There is no end to the list, just look beyond
woodturning for inspiration. Open up a book and
point at a random page and you may find your next
inspiration

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

Who has been the greatest influence on your
work?
I would have to say David Ellsworth, as there were
articles on him in Fine Woodworking showing him
as a young man turning forms on a lathe that I had
never conceived before. This is long before there
was an AAW, and there wasn't a lot of information
out there. I got all fired up and had to have a go at
some pieces of firewood in the pile that had figure
in them. I'll never forget the feeling of turning
something that wasn't based on dimensional lumber. An entire new source of material was at my
finger tips that I never saw before. I just had to
figure out how to use it.
Where do you usually display and/or sell your
work?
I have sold in galleries, done craft shows, and have
done commissions. I am exploring other venues.
What is the most challenging piece that you have
made so far?
There have been many, but after you figure out
how to do them, they are no longer challenging. I
have recently turned two pieces from an entire
piece of acacia where the piece is revolving like a
propeller and then turned a narrow blade running
the length and then included a tube running across
the piece that is then hollowed. Hard to explain
but the challenge comes in how to hold the piece
whilst hollowing out the tube. But then, if it wasn't
a challenge, where would the fun be?
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somewhat finished pieces outside and putting gun-

What is your favorite project to date?
I have done a series that I call "Divine Winds". The
inspiration came from a sunset and a piece of music. The inspiration was from the sense of beauty
of the sunset and the piece of music seemed to
captivate me. My brain stopped talking to me and
left me in a state of seeing the sunset and hearing
the music without any other interference and the
series came out of that. I still make these pieces,
and still get to that place of bliss while doing them.
Where do you see your work going in the future?
Good question, I am enjoying doing weird quirky
stuff for the "President's Challenge" and who
knows where that will take me.
Are there any new techniques you would like to
try?
Time will tell. If I dream up something weird a new
technique may be needed to execute the piece. I
remember Phil Brennion talking about taking his

powder on them and then lighting them and also
firing shotguns at them, all to create new textures.
Textures are something that I find of great intrigue
and am always looking at ways to create new textures. I don't see myself using gunpowder though.
Where do you think you most need to improve?
Sales is probably where I need to improve the
most. I love making pieces that take hours upon
hours to make and the market for them is much
smaller, but that is where my heart is.
I suppose if there was any advice I could pass on is
something I just read in a book, "Make sure that
what you make is the best that you can do.... not
just what you can get away with." That quote is by
Emil Milan. It is something that I have believed for
a long time, and continue to try and do with each
piece.

The body of this finial box is turned from Yellow Cedar Burl. Base is African Argillite that Donna has had
for 30 years. “Joanne Sauvageau inspired me to try
turning the stone. I fit the pedestal over the foot of
the burl but it was not quite wide enough at the
bottom so I added a base from some ebony. The lid
and finial are also from ebony.
Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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A useful tool I have made is a protractor scale with
a resolution of 1/2 deg for use with a common bevel gauge. It can be used to either set the bevel
gauge or to find the measured angle with the bevel
gauge.
Using a graphics computer program called
Inkscape, a free
download from https://
inkscape.org , I created the graphic for the angle
gauge. Inkscape is a rather powerful program and it
does have a steep learning curve (that means lots
of internet queries on how to do certain functions).
Any CAD program can be used and may actually be
easier. Sketchup was my “goto” until they changed
the licensing and computer requirements. Sure,
getcha hooked then change the rules. Inkscape is
an open source program with many interested parties so it will remain free to use. https://
inkscape.org/about/
However, the basics will be the same for many
graphics / CAD programs, but the terminology and
tools for some things or actions will vary between
programs. Since I’m not trying to tutor anyone on
how to use a specific program, I have been a bit
vague on specifics. What is needed to create an
accurate graphic for measuring angles can be accomplished in many ways. You don’t even need a
computer, a protractor can work or using layout
tools can be used to construct the angles need on
paper.
Here were my basic steps to create the graphic
scale with a computer.
NOTE: Read and understand step 23a.
1. Draw a horizontal line about 24 inches long.
This will give you a decent spacing to work with
after line rotation.
2. Copy and rotate the line (methods vary) by one
degree increments. You may end up with a section or full circle depending on your software
and the number of copies made.
3. Save this as a layer called ONE DEGREE LINES
Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

4.
5.

6.

7.

8.

MASTER.
Make a new layer HALF DEGREE LINES MASTER.
Make a copy of the one degree graphic and
place it in layer HALF DEGREE LINES MASTER.
Make sure the origin (centres of the line rotations) remain positioned above each other in
the two layers.
Working only with the HALF DEGREE LINES
MASTER layer visible (methods vary), rotate the
entire graphic 1/2 degree about the centre
point. All of the lines should shift 1/2 degree.
Now this is where it gets interesting. You need
to create the area that defines the over all size
of the gauge. In this example it is 2.5” wide x
10” high. A wider gauge may exceed the length
of your bevel gauge. Too narrow and it will be
hard to resolve the measurements to the1/2
degree. Reference the illustration on the possible gauge locations and size of the box.
The box #1 closer to the centre of rotation will
have a greater range of degrees, but the resolu-

May 2022

(Continued on page 13)

Page 12

(Continued from page 12)

tion to read the scale suffers. Box #3 has a limited range of degrees but has a higher resolution between markings. Box #3 may be useful if
only a small range such as 20-50 degrees is desired. Maybe it could be as small as one specific
frequently used angle.
9. Box #2 is a good position and size. There will be
enough space to easily read 1/2 degree increments and has a range from 0-50 degrees.
10. Copy the graphic from ONE DEGREE LINES
MASTER to another new layer called ONE DEGREE LINES WORKING COPY. This way if you
make a mistake, you will not destroy all of your
work in making the original one degree graphic
(SAVE OFTEN!)
11. Draw the rectangle of your desired size and
place it over the graphic area that you want for
the resolution and range you want. In this case
it was in position #2 with the top of the box
slightly above the horizontal radial line. This is
“0” degrees at the top line.
12. Using the outline of the box to (TRIM, CLIP,
CUT) or what ever command for the program
and sequence you using, remove all the lines
from outside of the box leaving you with a rectangle full of chevrons spaced one degree part.
Once you have the basic box defined, DO NOT
move this box around on the screen. It must
remain in the same position so that the half
degree lines will match correctly when you set
them up. In other words, the rotation centres
of the one degree and half degree radials must
remain aligned, even though they are now just
segments. You now have a graphic marked in
one degree increments with no numbers on the
face.
13. Copy the graphic from HALF DEGREE LINES
MASTER to another new layer called HALF DEGREE LINES WORKING COPY similar to steps 10
- 12.
14. Now you need to define what you need to do
to make the smaller (short) segments of the
half degree markings. Basically you need the
same size box as you have already created posiGreater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

tioned over the graphic in exactly the same position as done in step 11. Using the appropriate
method, tools, command sequence etc, make
the same trim to the lines as in step 12. You will
now have a rectangle with lines separated by
one degree increments BUT rotated 1/2 degree
from the previous box.
15. Now define a rectangle inside the larger rectangle allowing 1/2 inch space on either side (L and
R) of the outer rectangle. Using whatever
method is available with your program, you
need to remove the 1/2 degree lines from the
inside the inner rectangle. This will leave the
half inch segments defining the 1/2 degree
markings on the left and right in the box. This
will make reading the scales much easier to define the 1/2 degree.
16. Almost there. Now we need to add numbers.
You could omit the numbers, but it would make
it really difficult to count to the correct angle
mark….
17. Now activate the two layers ONE DEGREE LINES
WORKING COPY and HALF DEGREE LINES
WORKING COPY so we can see the two scales
super imposed above one another. (You did
leave the rectangle exactly in the same spot on
each layer, right?). You should have the gauge
displayed with long one degree lines and short
half degree lines. To add numbers I picked a
clear text style such as ARIAL or HELVETICA.
Using the appropriate commands create a series of individual numbers, not a line of numbers. “0” then “5” then “10” etc to “50”. Set
(drag drop) the “0” onto the top line which
should be 90 degrees to the edge. Count down
to the five degree line and position the “5”.
Place the remaining numbers at each corresponding line every five degrees till you’re
done.
18. Make a layer COMPLETED ANGLE GAUGE, and
place a copy of the completed graphic there.
19. You now have a completed gauge that can be
printed and bonded to a piece of wood or cardboard and used as is.
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20. But there is a way to transfer a laser print of
the gauge directly to a piece of wood. Take the
graphic and MIRROR, FLIP (again whatever
command you need) the graphic so the numbers are backwards on the screen. Print this
backwards graphic using a laser printer. No laser, then make a photocopy at the library…
21. Cut and sand smooth your desired wood for
the gauge. Maple or birch ply work well. Place
the trimmed graphic to the board face down
and secure it with clips. Don’t use tape. Make
sure the sides of the graphic are aligned flush
with the edge.
22. Using acetone on a paper towel ,press down
and wipe the surface of the paper until the
graphic is visible through the wetted sheet.
Don’t let the paper move. Remove the paper
from the board and you should have a decent
print of the graphic on your new gauge board.
If it is smudged or you want to do it over, a light
sanding will remove the plastic laser film that
the print was made from. You will need to use a
new sheet though, as enough print material
may not remain to work again.

23. Give the board a coat of shellac or other clear
finish and that’s it!
If you made it this far, GREAT!
23a. There is an easier way of doing it included
with this article. Print the full size PDF graphic
of the gauge and perform steps 21-23.
I have used the same gauge for 15 years and it is
still my favourite tool to measure angles. Anything
that you can use a bevel gauge on will allow you to
either confirm an angle or transfer an angle to a
part with a 1/2 degree precision. Have fun with this
tool!

Bevel Gauge at 30.5°

Checking Spindle Gouge

Bevel Gauge Transfer
Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

Bevel Gauge tools
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After a 2 1/2 year hiatus due to COVID 19, the
Guild was excited to recommence its Turning 101
program in April at the KMS Classroom in Coquitlam and we congratulate Sheila Balzer; Shannon
Hunt; Steve Knoblauch; Pippa Lattey; Stephanie
Saxon and Gwenda Woodbury as new Turning 101
graduates.
It was wonderful to see a strong contingent of females participating in the class (5 out of 6) and
with Claudia Hayward as the lead instructor, the
Women In Turning flag was flying proudly at the
GVWG.
Claudia was supported by Keith Ruttan and Brian
Lunt and their combined experience and passion
for woodturning ensured an enjoyable and informative 3 days.
Turning 101 would not be possible without the
help of number of volunteers and thanks go out to

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

Brian Lunt, Dan Breck and Bruce Campbell for helping set up the classroom and of course Claudia,
Keith and Brian for giving up 2 weekends to run the
classes. As always, the Guild is also grateful for the
support of the team at KMS Tools Coquitlam, in
particular Ray Ferguson, in making the classroom
and equipment available.
To address the pent-up post COVID demand for
woodturning instruction, the Guild is running a second Turning 101 course in May lead by Ed Pretty
with support from Cathy Friesen, and we have
room for one more due to a last minute cancelation
We are planning to conduct the next Turning 101
course in September (exact dates yet to be confirmed) lead by Bruce Campbell. To find out more
information and get on the list for the please email
Turning101@gvwg.ca

May 2022

Page 16

The first Turning 101 course in two years came
back last month. We had a full house- Steve,
Gwenda, Stephaney, Shannon, Sheila and Pippawith experience ranging from absolutely none to
some basic turning. We started with parts of the
lathe, tools and of course an emphasis on how to
turn safely. The first weekend was spent turning
bowls and the pleasure of turning wet wood. On
Saturday we worked at turning the outside of the
bowl, making the tenon, cutting upwards and the
push cut- which for some reason seems to be a
difficult concept to master. Sunday was “no pull
cut day” and concentrating on the inside of the
bowls. By the time we finished that session, everyone had made a couple of really nice bowls.
Saturday of the following week was spent concen-

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

trating on spindle work, using the spindle roughing
gouge, the “dreaded” skew, parting tool and the
spindle gouge. Lots of planing cuts, coves and
beads. Interspersed through the sessions were discussions and hands-on sharpening and of course,
safety.
Everyone had a great time and went away with
more skills and confidence in their turning ability. A
big thank you to all that made this first course possible, - Peter for organizing, Keith for his knowledgeable and untiring assistance, Brian for being a
super go-fer and taking care of all the details and
the background folks who prepped all the wood
and organized the shop so we could just step in.
And of course KMS for making all this possible.
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The Spring 2022 issue of the Women in Turning Newsletter is now available for downloading

•

Tidewater Turners by Laura Spelbring

•

Cape Cod Woodturners: December '21, January '22,
March '22 by Robin McIntyre

•

Women in Turning Gallery featuring work by Sally
Ault, Danielle Barbour, Lisa Chemerika, Kathleen
Duncan, Linda Ferber, Sharon Kaminer, Ladd, Ana
Lappegard, Tracey Lee, Janice Levi, Kay Liggett, Tana
Munoz, and Sandy Swayze.

•

Congratulations to the women artists in the 2022
AAW exhibits by Tib Shaw

•

Opportunities for Women in Turning: Classes,
Workshops, Exhibits, Demonstrations, and Grants

Click here to view/download the Women in Turning
Newsletter, Spring 2022.

The WIT Committee:

This issue features the following:
•

This Present Moment: Crafting a Better World by
Andi Wolfe

•

Crystals Growing on Wood by Carol Hall

•

Possibilities for WIT Liaisons by Robin McIntyre, WIT
Liaison Coordinator

•

Women in Turning Retreat: Broken Bow, Oklahoma,
22-24 April 2022 by Janice Levi

•

Seattle Area WIT Event – Mortar and Pestle by Elizabeth Weber

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

•

Kimberly Winkle, Chair, wimkinkle@yahoo.com

•

Marie Anderson, danmar12@yahoo.com

•

Dixie Biggs, dixie@dixiebiggs.com

•

Linda Ferber, lindajaneferber@gmail.com

•

Jean LeGwin, jlegwin@ec.rr.com

•

Robin McIntyre, robinmcintyre@comcast.net

•

Tib Shaw, tib@woodturner.org

•

Andi Wolfe, andiwolfe@yahoo.com

•

Linda Britt, lbbritt@comcast.net
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The AAW’s Women in Turning (WIT) Committee will Celebrate the Process of Collaboration
The Women in Turning (WIT) committee published
an open invitation to women makers challenging
them to participate in an exercise of creativity in an
environment of collaboration with other women
from around the globe. In the end, 48 women from
8 countries became 16 collaborative teams. Their
collective efforts will be showcased during this
event.
We hope you will enjoy this unique event celebrating their work and listen as each team summarizes their creative process.
Please join us as we showcase the creativity, and
skills, shared, learned, and used by these makers
for this collaboration. WIT Presents the 2022 Virtual WIT EXCHANGE final projects on June 4th at
3pm EDT. This is a virtual art show that includes a
rare look behind the scenes at the creative process.
Each team documented, then condensed their
journey into lively, thoughtful, creative, sometimes
humorous, and always entertaining 5-minute
presentations. It is our hope you will find inspiration in these projects to enhance your own creative
process.
Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

ALL WIT Presents events are FREE and open
to EVERYONE. However, you must register to
attend. Registration for WIT Presents the 2022 Virtual WIT EXCHANGE Presentation of Projects is
now open on the AAW website, use this link. Once
you have registered, you will receive an email with
a
link
to
access
the
event.
If you miss the live event, as an AAW member, you
will be able to view the recorded event in
the archive.
Cost - FREE, preregistration required.
Registration
• All experience levels are welcome.
• Presentation expected to be 120 minutes.

May 2022
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Donna Rhindress - Title
• Yellow Cedar Burl
• Base is African Argillite
• Lid and finial are Ebony

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Bruce Campbell - Purple Maple

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Bruce Campbell - Red Alder

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Gary Burns - Feather Maple Crotch Bowl

Michael Moult - Birch Burl Vessel
• 7 inches
Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Michael Moult - Lidded Box
• Birch Burl

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

May 2022

Page 24

Michael Moult - Napkin Rings
• Birch and Black Locust Burl

Marco Berera - Fish
• Large fish - Hemlock
• Small fish - Spruce
• Eyes - Mahogany
• 8” long x 2-5/8” wide x 5” tall

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Pippa Lattey - 3 Bowls
• Three bowls made during Turning 101
• Green Maple

Pippa Lattey - Lidded Box
• Alder with copper inlay and plastic lid
• 3 x 3.5”

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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John Hammond - Lidded Boxes
• The small ones are 2-3/8”Ø
• Large ones are 3.5”Ø
• Boxes cut on CNC and assembled

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Larry Stevenson - Aqua Velva
• 5.5” x 3.5” x 1.25”
• Figured Maple coloured with translucent airbrush acrylic
• Label is inkjet printed on Waterslide decal material
• Bottle oversprayed with water-based
acrylic lacquer
• Lid painted with silver acrylic on lacquer

Fraser McLean - “Captain Keen”
• Virtual award for gaming music
• 3” x 6”
• Birch with India ink and gold finger finish
• 3 clams balancing spheroids on a pedestal

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Bruce Campbell - Friedrick the
Aquatic German Smoker

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Gary Burns - Pens & Bottle Stoppers
• Two blue bottle stoppers
• One blue bolt action pen
• One blue Canada Maple Leaf pen
• All blue water

Gary Burns - Found Nemo

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Steve Hansen - “Hansen Hauler”
• Cast polyester resin
• 3/4” x 4”

Steve Hansen - “Lighthouse”
• Yellow Cedar Burl
• Boxwood
• Maple
• Brass
• Copper
• Solder
• Test tube
• Flashlight
• 8” x 8”

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Merv Grayham - “Billy Bayou”
• Spruce dimensional lumber
• 1” x 4” x 8”
• Billy is repurposed from firewood scraps
• Pole is Bamboo skewer
• Work in progress

Merv Grayham - Sun Catcher
• White Oak
• 1.25” x 8.5”
• Finials are Purpleheart
• Top crystal is prismatic
• Lower crystal is Aqua Marine

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Brian Lunt - “Cedar Fish”
• Cedar
• 11” x 2.5” x 1.75”
• Lost wood process
• Airbrush paints
• Dollar store luffa stencil
Marco Berera - Fish
• Large fish - Hemlock
• Small fish - Spruce
• Eyes - Mahogany
• 8” long x 2-5/8” wide x 5” tall

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild

May 2022

Page 33



















Always wear safety goggles or safety
glasses that include side protectors.
Use a full face shield for bowl, vessel, or
any turning involving chucks and faceplates.
Use a combination of dust mask, air filtration helmet, proper ventilation, and/
or dust collection system as appropriate. Fine particles from a grinder and
wood dust are harmful to your respiratory system.
Wear hearing protection during extended periods of turning.
Turn the lathe off before adjusting the
tool rest or tool rest base, i.e., banjo.
Always remove chuck keys, adjusting
wrenches, and knockout bars immediately after use. Never leave them in
place, even for a moment.
Tie back long hair and avoid loose
clothing, jewelry, or any dangling objects that may catch on rotating parts
or accessories.
When using a faceplate, be certain the
workpiece is solidly mounted with stout
screws (#10 or #12 sheet metal screws
as a minimum). Do not use dry wall or
deck screws.
When turning between centres, be certain the workpiece is firmly mounted
between the headstock driving centre
and tailstock centre.
Ensure the belt guard or cover is in
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place.
Check that all locking devices on the
tailstock and tool rest assembly (rest
and base) are tight before operating the
lathe.
Ensure the blank is securely fastened.
Rotate your workpiece backwards by
hand to make sure it clears the toolrest
and bed before turning the lathe on.
Stay clear of the areas directly behind
and in front of the workpiece, they are
the most likely areas for a piece to travel as it comes off the lathe. A good safety habit is to step out of this zone when
turning on the lathe, keeping your hand
on the switch in case you need to turn
the machine off. When observing someone else turn, stay out of these zones.
Always check the speed of the lathe before turning it on. Use slower speeds
for larger diameters or rough pieces
and higher speeds for smaller diameters and pieces that are balanced. Always start a piece at a slower speed until the workpiece is balanced. If the
lathe is shaking or vibrating, lower the
speed. If the workpiece vibrates, always
stop the machine to verify why. As a
starting point, consult your operator’s
manual for recommended speeds for a
particular lathe. Ensure the lathe speed
is compatible with the size of the blank.
Exercise extra caution when using stock
(Continued on page 35)
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use a lathe in damp or wet locations.
Do not use in presence of flammable
liquids or gases, and always keep a fully
-charged fire extinguisher close at
hand. Keep your work area well lit.
Stay alert. Watch what you are doing.
Pay close attention to unusual sounds
or vibrations. Stop the lathe to investigate the cause. Don’t operate machines
when you are tired or under the influence of drugs or alcohol.
Guard against electric shock. Inspect
electric cords for damage. Avoid the
use of extension cords.
Never leave the lathe running unattended. Turn power off. Don’t leave
lathe until it comes to a complete stop.
Many accidents to woodturners occur
while using saws, especially band and
chain saws. Learn and follow the safety
guidelines for this equipment.

(Continued from page 34)

















with cracks, splits, checks, bark pockets,
knots, irregular shapes, or protuberances. Beginners should avoid these types
of stock until they have greater
knowledge of working such wood.

Hold turning tools securely on the
toolrest, holding the tool in a controlled
but comfortable manner. Always contact the tool rest with the tool before
contacting the wood.
Note that, when running a lathe in re- 
verse, it is possible for a chuck or faceplate to unscrew unless it is securely
tightened or locked on the lathe spin- 
dle.
Know your capabilities and limitations.
An experienced woodturner is capable 
of lathe speeds, techniques, and procedures not recommended for beginning
turners.
Always remove the tool rest before
sanding, finishing, or polishing opera- For more information on woodturning
tions.
safety please visit the AAW’s WoodturnDon’t overreach, keep proper footing, ing Safety webpage.
and keep your balance at all times.
Keep your lathe in good repair. Check
for damaged parts, alignment, binding
of moving parts, and other conditions
that may affect its operation.
Keep tools sharp and clean for better
and safer performance. Don’t force a
dull tool. Don’t use a tool for a purpose
for which it was not designed or intended.
Consider your work environment. Don’t

Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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Date

Time

Location

Event
2022

May 26th, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Club Meeting
Main Speaker – Bill Fowle – How To Make a Beautiful Pen

May 30th, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Tech Talk

June 11th, 2022

9:00am

Sapperton Pensioners Hll

Tool Auction/Swap Meet

June 20 , 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Forum on Form and Finish

Jun 23rd, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Club Meeting
Main Speaker – Fraser McLean – Thread Chasing

Jun 27th, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Tech Talk

July 25 , 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Forum on Form and Finish

Jul 28th, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Club Meeting
Main Speaker - TBA

Aug 1st, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Tech Talk

Aug 22th, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Forum on Form and Finish

Aug 25th, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Club Meeting
Main Speaker - TBA

Aug 29th, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Tech Talk

Sep 19th, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Forum on Form and Finish

Sep 22nd, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Club Meeting
Main Speaker - TBA

Sep 26th, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Tech Talk

th

Oct 24 , 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Forum on Form and Finish

Oct 27th, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Club Meeting
Main Speaker - TBA

Oct 31st, 2022

th

th

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Tech Talk

st

Nov 21 , 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Forum on Form and Finish

Nov 24th, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Club Meeting
Main Speaker - TBA

Nov 28th, 2022

7:00pm

Zoom Meeting

Tech Talk

Meetings will move back to Sapperton Pensioners Hall when Covid restrictions are lifted and it is safe to do so.
Denotes guest speakers.

Forum on Form and Finish
7pm on the Monday prior to each Monthly Guild Meeting (Zoom)
For those interested in the WHAT
rather than the HOW
Solicit input on your design or finish
Offer your insight
Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild
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President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Members At Large:

Past President
Educational Coordinator:
Communications:
Info Contact:
Newsletter Editor & Publisher:
Librarians:
Food Chief:
FOF Coordinator:
AAW Women in Turning Liaison:
Turning 101:
Visiting Demonstrator Liaison:
Visiting Demonstrator Advisor:
Wood List Coordinator:
Digital Photography:
Webmaster:

Steve Hansen
Dan Breck
Bill Fowle
Bruce Campbell
Chris Stiles
Bob James
Brian Lunt
Sheila Balzer
John Hammond
Steve Daechsel
Diana Dougherty
Steve Fairbairn
Steve Hansen
Brian Lunt
Ed Pretty
Steve Fairbairn
Peter McLaren
John Hammond
Volunteer(s) Needed
Sheila Balzer
Peter Hill
Terry Kennedy
Volunteer(s) Needed
Brian Lunt
Art Liestman
Dennis Houle
Jay & Lin Mapson
Steve Hansen

president@gvwg.ca
secretary@gvwg.ca
treasurer@gvwg.ca

communications@gvwg.ca
info@gvwg.ca
editor@gvwg.ca

wit@gvwg.ca

woodlist@gvwg.ca
webmaster@gvwg.ca

Chapter 130
of the AAW
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